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The Honorable Leo 4. agg@,{ Director
office of Civil and Defense Mobilisation
vashington 25, D.C.

Tear leo:

Thank youa for your copy ob the mxw@;z you
gent to Ceneral Goodpester or 1 December 1%2
regarding the motion pleturs, “On The Deack.

It vas informmtiive and very mteresting;l.
I will, of course, consider your evaluation to
be confidential.

Again, tbank you for sending me & copy-

tiuenrely,

PP

REANEE T
paeidd

0/DCI/sJGrogan:ebi (2 Dec 59)
Distribution:

Orig - Add

I/é - X1 (via reading)
1 - DDCT
1 - ER (w/basic)
2 - SJGrogan
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The Bonoreble leo A. Hoegh,/ Director
Office of Civil and ehoe NMobilization

Yashington 25, D.C.
Dear leo:

Thank you for your copy of the mamorandum you
gent to General Goodpsater on 1 December 1359
regarding the motion picture, "On The Beach.”

It wves informmiive and very iuteresting.
1 will, aof course, consider your evaluatlian to
be confidential.

Again, thank you for sending me a copy.

vincerely,

sy

Allen W. Dalles

Directar

/DCI/SIGrogan:abi {2 Dec 59)
Distribution:
Orig - Add

1 - DCI (via reading)

1 - DDCI

1 - BR (w/basic)

2 - SdGrogan

oo e _wernbirBadiin
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT | 2nes.

OFFICE OF CIViL AND DEFENSE MOBILIZATION s
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

December 1, 1959

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ALLEN DULLES:

For your information, I am enclosing my evaluation
of "On The Beach', which I consider to be confidential.

{ >

et

Leo A. Hoegh
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF CIVIL AND DEFENSE MOBILIZATION

WASHINGTON 25, D, C.
OFFICE OF THE IDIRECTOR

ilgcamber 1, 1959

MEMORANDUM FOA GENERAL GOODPASTER:

SUBJECT: "On The Beach"

This s a big {2~ 1/2 hours) expeasive production, Big stars: Gregery
Peck, Ava Gardasy, ¥red Astairve, Tony Forkins. Frem a techaical
point of view, it s very skillfully done, i carries tramesmious
smationsl fmpact and is bound to make a desp and lasting impression
on the unsophisticated viswer,

of a«atarswea is idiotic, ™

The bigh polut of the #film oecurs after the visit of the UBE BWORDPFIEH
to tha Facific Coast of the United States to investigats a maysterious
radio signal, Upon dizcovery that the sigasl is emitted by 2 radis
telegraph key belng tapped by the cord of 3 window shade, the iast,
dospurate bope for any surviving life in the aorthern hemisphare goes
glisenoring.

After thiz blow, the crew of the S WORDFISH gather around tha scientist
{Fred Awtaire) and ask how and why it all came about, lfow did humanity
comtrive to destroy itself”  Astaire replies, in effact:

"The trouble with you is that you went & simple answer, Well, I'll try.
1'¢ say it happensd becanee soms peoplz had the per{octly tdiotic idas
that peace could be preserved by bullding weapons whick could aot be
uaed without comumaitting suicide .... somewhere some peer fellow saw
# blip ~~ or thought he did ~- om his radar screes. e {alt he could not
hesitate ono-thousandth of a second or his country might be destroyed,
He pushed a button, 4Apnd than the worid went mad . ... "

Toward the end of the film the verious medes of suicide chosen by the

central characters of the story are depicted with great emotionsl effact,
The preparaticn of family suicides throughout Melbourne is shown,
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Ganeral Goodpaster

At one public square thera i{s an enormous banner saying "THERE 1S
STILL TIME, BROTHER, " under which a Salvation Army group prays
for the threng. Each time the camera returns to this scene there are
less people there,

In the final sequence of the film the camera travels about the empty,
ghostly etreets of Melbourne, the last city in the world te see human
life, and the final shot of the picturo 1s that of the barmer, with its
megsage, "THERE IS STILL TIME, BROTHER,

The promotion of this film is extraordinarily big, It will be opened
on December 1T with gigantic premiersg s New York, Washington,
Chicago end Los Angeles and in thirtsen world capitals. Respectable
charities have been hoodwinked into sponsering the premiers in somse
places. Hers in Washington, Mrs. Robert Low Bacon is the sponsor
for some theatrical fund, It will be a black tie affair with tickets at
$10,00 aplece., ! was invited to spaak. I tursmed it down, I thinik

the White Houee people should be warned mot to be draws into this,

THIS PRODUCTION IS FICTIONAL AND IS NOT BASED ON SCIENTIFIC
FACTS. IN MY OPFINION, IT WILL STIMULATE DEFEATISM,

cc: Secretary Herter
Mrx., Allsn Dulles
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