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56 1ha 1951

The Honorable John 3. Urahean ...
Assistant Seeretrary of the Treasury
Treasury Department

kashington, . L.

Dear dr. Grahams

wefarence ig mace to your letter of 5 ¥arch 11 which inguired
shether CIA has evidence of use by the USSH of forced laver in the
production of fars for export.

In comnection with the USSR export of furs to the United States,
8 distinction should be pade between undressed and dressed furs. 7The
files in (IA de not reveal any evidence of the use cf forced lavor in
the USTR undressed fur industry, theugh there is ample evidence thet
forced labor is employed in fur-processing plants thst produce furs
for domertic use or export. Furs thit were in any Wy processed
amounted to six percent of ‘the total velue of V... imports of furs
from the USSE in 1950. Hence it mey be concluded thst a minor portion
of USSR fur exports to the United Etstes is produced by foreced labor,

Regarding the possibility of the use of ferced labor in the ULLR
wndressed fur industry, the following points ray Te mRoes

1. Since the mierity of USSR undressec Murs exnorted
to the United States are obtained from animels killed in
the wild state by individual trappers and lmunters, the employ-
ment of forced labor in this respect would not seem logieal.

2. 5 good portion of the US'E undressec Iur exports to
the United States is from domesticated animsls, but there is
ns evidence that foreed lebor is used in this respect.

3. An unknown portion of U8SK fur production is ottazned

fren: wild animals on Soviet State Fur Farese, but there is
itkewise no evidence that there faras esplov forced labor.
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I bore that thls information wiil be of value to you in your

stody of the sunjeel in question,

C&D/1D:JBW:£jc - 15 March 1951
Rewritten: 0/DCI - 26 March 1951
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