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General E, E, me
Cemmander-In-Chisf

North American Alr Defanse Command
Eat Air Force Base

Colorade Springs, Celerado

Dear CGeneral Partridgs,

Your latter of 22 April is very encouraging to eur efferts to
obtain critical intelligence information. We are certainly determined to

aveld, if st all pessible, being canght by seme “technolegizal surprise”.

Possibilities for technolegical imprevement of the air-braathing
vehicle and its possidbie uses to which you allude are prevecative. We
hmb«ndhh.hh.m;ucun close study and will continus te
de so,

As you peint eut, sur over-all defense posture ia the face of gape
in intelligence poses for national astheorities a very difficult question,
Naturally, we in intelligence ars cager to do all that we can to identifly
the real thraats se that natisnal defense expenditures need not be applied
to preparations against all possible threats.

We were sunly toe glad to provide the briefing en 9 April, aad we
will want to bring you up-to-date when and if we have sdditional material
that warrsats your sttestion, I appreciste yeur letter and your offer of
assistance {or which ]I weuld not hesitate to ssk should eccasion warrast,
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'mrn Ltr to Mr. Allen W. Dulles, 22 April 1958 - Continued

lnm first place, we are a long way from exhausting the exploita-
tion of the earth's air eavelope, We are learning more ghout alr-
breathing operations every day and s great desl of knowledge exists
within our industry which, if applied for a specific purpose, could pro-
duce a better vehicle. Mext, the fear of surface-to-air missile
development can be met for some time to come by staying away from
areas i which these missiles might be deployed. In addition, we know
from dur owa experience that it i extremely difficult to acquire, track,
and destroy an elusive target with these ground-io-air aystems. And
lastly, again a8 expressed by the National Security Couneil in NSC
5802/1, this information must be eonm«s even though grave risks
might be involved.

You are more aware than I of the mmt of gaps in our informa-
tion am the development of our overall defense posture. Lacking firm
data we may well be spending billiens of dollars for the development
of the wrong aystem or for the development of a military posture which
will be inadequate at the time when it will be most needed. ¥From this
it follows that it would be far better to spend a portion of our national
wealth in getting the necessary correct snawers than in applying a great
deal of our national wealth in trying to react to all possgible threats.
The same reasoning would follow when considering the allocation of our
political and paychological resources. It would be far better in my
opinion to take a temporary politieal or psychelegical set-back now if
this would put us in a stronger national position in the future. These
_are, of course, ideas which must be carefully considered at thefflighest

mﬁmﬂhvduﬁmoﬂemdhmud%ﬂﬂmuigm
dealings at that level.
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May I express myw and apprecimon for having m Wis
intereating and valuable information made available to me. lea be

assured that I stand ready to assist you on this project in any that
I can. :

Binterely yours,
E. E. PARTRIDGE

General, USAF
Commander-In-Chief
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Remarks:

Jim: The Director has asked that a brief reply
to the attached letter from General
Partridge be prepared for his signature --
to include an expression of our appreciation
for his letter and the points he raises are

being studied.

’%X1 FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER
FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE
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