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1.3 ORAMDUL FUR:  DIRECYCR, CaiTRuL LUTELIGE OB

SULJEST:  Possible zepercussions of 4o Juin Affoir (U)

”

1. The following is a swr.ary of informaticu received fron the
Urited States Aray attache in reris, oal Ls forwardsd for Jour infor-
nation,.

"It is bslieved that the current a%%tude o the Ffronch vy
borders ou mutiny because of tho disciplinery action taken by the Govern-
aent against larshel JUI. The coxents frem officers in wany different
official positions, viwm it is laowm are not in daily contact, all OXPres—
sing o r markebly siwilar view, i1s the basis for thais stateicab. Zach of
the officers has dwelt at length on the ilmprepristy of officials in 50V=
criments as transicat as those o ‘he Pourth epublie, to diseipliae a man
macse woro than forty years of servies were cromed by clevatioun to ™ iare
chel of Mr_nce." fthe runark is neard that there are nany dozens of wmigige
bers, but only one iiarshale. “Jo recognize French naticnalism as extrenely
volatile, cad that this controversy will nrobably Msirricr dowa® but we be=-
lieve it importont to peint out the rapidity with wiieh this unified feol-
ing of rcsentnent pervaded the officer Corns,t

St

This subject is complicuitoed by the lack of ¢ lural sbobenent on
tho prerogatives f +he raak of Miershel™ ia Frances To the Army, this
rads is very exeli.d and is rogarded with a feeling of alaost roversnce,
end any "interforence™ with ono holding the renk is therefore olmost desa-
cration. Thoe .tbtache believes that +ho vajorlty of the wilitary is solidly
behind {.arshal Juin in thig ccabroversy. e also notes that the person
of i.arshal Juin and his acticn: have not always coiacided with th. cxelted
position in which he has been placed.

"This of’ice is d:eply concerned over the effect that this af-
.y have upon the msrale and the discipline o? the French Arited orces.
i s true that the French nilitery are in a robellious mneod, the eflact
upon the life of the L ANIEL Govermnent, raotification of ZDC, and wosht ine
portintly, the luture of HiTGs 1s obvious. s op.arvent disbellef in the
subordination ol the nilitary to eivilian contrel which denles or overluoks
tho practical aspeess o the case, causes one to form a derojatory opinion
of the stebility or reliability of tho leadurs of the drenci :ilit ry forccs.
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"If, in thoeir efforts +to gain vindication for liarshal JUIl, %The
Fronch nilitory blindly and stupidly lond their support to the overthrow
of the LANIRIL Government, the effect upon iDC will be disastrous. If the
Fronch military should be faced with the appointuent of soisonc other +than
a Fronchman to replace JUIN as Allicd Comi:ander, Central Burope, it is
Teared that this robellious spirit will bo incriasede The loud scremas of
th: press would bo oncouraged by tho french militery, and again repercussions
rithin HaP¢ could woll be disruptivo.®

2.  Comment; G=2 doos not consider thot a militory coun is likely,
It is true that the wilitary hold a ,.arshal in very high regard and genorally
do not groatly reswect the Govermmonts but they have also acceptod the idoa
of civiliean countrol of the Govermient. Forthor informetion has boen ro=-
quested from the Amuy Attachc and any furthor pertinent information receivod
will bo furnished you.
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P. XK. PORCH
Colonel, GS
Acting Deputy ACofS, G-2
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