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Executive Dooisiry
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L May 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intellipence
SUBJECT ¢ "The Invisible Governmenth

1. On behalf of the Clandsstine Services, I would like to vote
in favor of stopping the publication of "The Invisible Government" if
a means can be found to achieve this,

2. This book is & classic case of the whole being a far more
damaging security ercsion than the individual parts which compose it.
Soviet intelligence might be able to compile this kind of compendium
out of individual items which have appeared in print, but they would
not have access to those knowledgeable individusle in Washington whe
have contributed to the morter between the bricks. Mr. Chretien's
report to you will bear this opinion, I feel aure.

3. From page 6 of the book, I have extracted the two para-
graphs which appear below,. To those of us who work in the c¢landestine
fiald, this philosophy is equivalent to esying that our activities
should not exdst:

"This book is an attempt, within the bounds of
national mecurity, to raveal the nature, sise and power
of the Invisible Government. It is not intended to be
an expose, although much of the materisl has never been
printed anywhere else before. It is an attempt to de~
scribe a hidden American institution which the American
people, who finance it, have & right to kmow about.

"The premise of this book is that even in a time
of Cold War, the United States Government must rest, in
the words of the Declaration of Independence, on ‘the
consent of the governsd'. And thers can be no meaning-
ful consent where those who are governed do not know to
vwhat they are consenting.®

i J ke
- e Richard Helms
. Deputy Director for Flans
ccr DDCI
Mr, Chretlen
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