Honerable Cyrus 2. Vance
Deputy Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
Washington, D. C,

Dear Xx. Vance:

in sccordance with your muggestion to the Director,
we have explored the possibility of using an OXCART ,
vehicle in speed trials to brea® the wor, d's speed record.
Ve have made thie study with the understanding that we
should protect the covert aspects of the OXCART project
as well as maintaining security of the sensitive
characteristics of this typs aircraft,

In examining what ham to be done in order to establish
a world speed record, we have found that the requirements
for certifying such a record ars as follows:

a. The speed trials must be conducted by the
Fedoration Aeronmutique Intermationale (FAI) (4n A
Paris), working through the U. 5. National Aeronsutic
Association (XAA),

b. It is possible (more likely probable) that
te?ign Bationals would insigt on taking part in such
a teat, '

¢. The FAI/NAA representatives must:

_ 1. Inspect the aircraft on behalf of the
FAY and report to them,

2. Certify the takeoff and landing.

3. Validate the photo panel and/ox
h installation used for test purposes.
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4. Certify positive radar and jecal
tracking during the tewt 2uns. ovt

in view of the foregoing, shere appears littie iikeli

&, QXCART :1:&3:;&&0 only vebicle that bhas
been opewating a th speeds reguired
world's speed record, ‘k, | fox .

b, Using UXCAET #1821 for the speed trisls
woitld elimizate that vehiecls from our flight test
for an estisated thyee or four weeks, which
mg reprasent ten to twelve lost flight tests.

early Hovember, we coucinde that it would not be wime to
sttonpt &m’mmmau for ww'id speed trisis

at this tiwe,
Signature recommended: Faithfully
N R | ’
m&tiou: faigrell o T
;&3 I;c:ddnessee Marskall 5. Carter
4 - DPCI Lisutenant General, USA
5 - Exec, Reg., Aeting Director
6 ~ AD/OSA

7,8,9 - DD/SLT Reg. DDCI/NSCarter/bb
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Remarks:

As you will see on the attached note, General
Carter would like to have the attached draft
cleared with ""Ledford and/or Cunningham and
Wheelon'' and typed in final form for his signa-
ture E}: Monday noon.
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DRAFT: MSC:bec -- 22 August 1964

Honorable Cyrus R. Vance M u@/ V«T
Deputy Secretary of Defense 5/ M l'VV’
Department of Defense
Washington, D. C. + ‘4’1?&/
Dear Mr: Vance:
In accordance with your suggestion to the Director, we have
on Vehidde
explored the possibility of usingAOXCART #3221 in speed trials to
break the world's speed record. We have made this study with
the understanding that we should protect the covert aspects of
the OXCART project as well as maintaining security of the sensitive
characteristics of this type aircraft.
In examining what has to be done in order to establish a
world speed record, we have found that the requirements for
certifying such a record are as follows:
a. The speed trials must be conducted by the Federation
Aeronautique Internationale (FAI)(in Paris ) working through
the U. S. Natinnal Aeronautic Association (NAA).
b. It is possible (more likely probable) that foreign nationals
would insist on taking part in such a test.
c. The FAI/NAA representatives must:
1. Inspect the aircraft on behalf of the FAI and report
to them.

2. Certify the takeoff and landing.
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3. Validate the photo panel and/or barograph
installation used for test purposes.
4. Certify positive radar and optical tracking during
the test runs.
In view of the foregoing, there appears little likelihood of our
protecting the security of OXCART as an operation”’ir’\/ehicle.

Other factors which have a bearing on this problem are as

follows:

for the

~ _speed trials would eliminate that vehicle from our flight test program
- - for an estimated three or four weeks, which would represent ten to

- - -twelve lost flight tests.
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conclude that it would not be wise to attempt to useAOXCART #Fip—

\ -~ ) ‘_;;‘-_d.‘___" I N
for world speed trialsay\‘iclg-"w‘ : - e A= g

@# Faithfully yours,

Marshall S. Carter
Lieutenant General, USA
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