' FOR THE KNS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEX MFETING WOV, 3. 1962 4:3C:a
Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001800020014-8

"f t,b ONLY 12

UFFENSIVE WEAPONS

Chairman Kbhrushchev states, in his letter of October 23:
" ..the Soviet Govermment, in addition to eariiar
instructions on the discontinuance of further work on
weapons construction sites, has given a new order ¢
et crate mad satura D to the Bovist tatm T
What are the arms wvhich President Kemnedy had, yrior t.»
Chairman Khrushchev's letter of October 28, "described as
offensive"?
The answer to this question is to be found primarily i
four documents.
Press Conferemce of Sempm*;g
The first document is the transcript of the Presides:’ .:
press conference of September 13, 1962, in which he made i l-ar
that the United States could not accept a Communist buildum
in Cuba that might "endggger or interfere with our secsuricy
in any way" nor could we accept to have Cuba "become m
cffensive military base of significant capacity for the Sov.et
Union". Later in the press conference the President refine !

this concept further by making it clear that the Unitad Scaes

would act "LM&&_M out

gfﬁg_l_l_sivt angg_ggatnst the United States.” This c.mcent
that offensive arms are those that provide a capacity to
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deliver weapons agsinst the soll of this country or of ths
soll of other American states is the iuplicit theme in al!
of the President's subsequant references to the subje:t.
Address of October 22

The second relevant documsnt is President Kemmedv's
address of October 22, 1962, a copy of which was formnlly
delivered to the Soviet Govermment. In his address.
Fresident Kennedy spoke of the discovery of "offensiwv:
gissile sitecs™ in Cuba, stating that the “purpose of these
bases can be none other than to provide a nuclesr strike
capability against the Westera Bemisphere." After discusuisg
these missile sites, the President states:

“In addition, jet bombers capable of carrying
meclear weapons, are now being uncrated and assenbled
in Cuba, while the nscessary air bases are being

prepared”.
The President further said:

“Ihis urgent transformation of Cuba imto an impor-
tent strategic base--by the presence of these large,
long~-range, and clearly offensive weapons of sudien
sess destruction, constitutes an explicit threat to
the pesce snd security of all the America:, .."

t of October 23
The comcept of offensive weapons as includinmg both
mnissiles and jet bomber systems was given more precise
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definition in the Proclamation issued by President Kexiaedy
on October 23, entitled: “"Interdiction of the Delivery of
Offensive Weapons to Cuba.” The proclamation was directed
at preventing "the delivery of offensive weapons aund sssocia:ed
materiel to Cuba.” It specified as "prohibited materiel”:
Surface-to surface missiles; bomber aircraft; bombs,
air-to-surface rockets and guided missiles; warheads
for any of the above weapons; mechanical or electromic
squipment to support or operate the above items; amnd
any othex classes of matexrisl bereafter designated by
the Secratary of Defense for the purpose of effectuatin:;
this Proclsmation.
Letter of October 27
In addition to these three documents, the Presideat’s
letter of October 27 to Chairman Khrusbchev should also be
regarded as illuminating the term “offensive wespons.” Ia
that lestter, the President stated:
"Ihe first thing that needs to be done, however,
ig for work to cesase on offensive missile bases in Cube

and for gll weapons gystems in Cuba capable of offensiw:
to ba rendered inoperable, under effective United

Nations arrangements."”

SECRET
Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001800020014-8



Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001800020014-8

SRCRET EYES ONLY

2

o dge

The letter further provides:

"You would agree to remove ghegse weapops aystems
from Cuba under appropriate United Nations obsexwation

and supervisiom ... ."
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