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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TOP SECRET - SENSITIVE October 27, 1962

NSC Executive Committee Record of Action, October 27, 1962, 9:00 PM
Meeting No, 9 ‘

l, Secretary McNamara recommended,and the President approved, the
callug of 24 air reserve squadrons, involving 14, 000 personnel,

2, The P. esident directed that Ambassador Stevenson tell UThant that
a Soviet taanker was approaching the quarantine zone and reminding U Thant
.of the Soviet statement that Soviet ships would not enter Cuban waters,

3. There was discussion of next steps including the caliing up of U,S,
ships and the addition of POL to the list of prohibited goods.

4. The President read a message from General Norstad which pr:sented
the difficulty for NATO of any trade tying Cuban missiles to Turkish
missiles,

5. There was a general discussion of a draf‘g\m""e'ssage to Ambassador
Finletter giving him guidance as to his presentation to the NATO meeting
of Permanent Representatives called for tomorrow, (Copy of message
to Finletter attached.) It was agreed that this NATO meeting should be
limited to reporting on actions we have taken and reviewing NATO prob-
lems arising out of Khrushchev?s public letter.
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prosent course as reflected in (1) Vhite Tous: statement issued noon Scturday
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glong these lines could prompily be rcached., Xhrushchcv's wessage to U Than‘b
agreeing keen Soviel vessels temporarily outside quarantine area also 'seemed‘

favorcole signe
These hopes have been diminished by subsecuent public letter from

Khrushehev to the President linking Uuban settlement :m to vithdraual of
NATO =~ Jupiters from Turkey, but we con winue to press for sclution in Cuban

frameuork alonee
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grouing shorter. The United Siat.:s remained determined to insure removal of
offensive installations in Cubz. 7Je are combining reasonalle dipiomatic
offers and military pressure in e :n bu;g» e D Uiie cnde

o But construction on the issile sitcs continuves and there is every
indication that more of the mics: s are'becoming coeratlonally v adiro
Horeover, uwnarmzd U.S. military wircraft which hoday +mre conducting punlicly
armounced survelllance over Cubec vwere ci:cizl e inbensive sround firs end
ore oX Lwese wlreralt ig udssiuigl

5. A% the same tine, Soviet 7ess c.S e rLso concinuing to vroceed
tesard tae quarantire area in direct violation of Khrushechev's assurances
to U Thant, although the Soviet Cc7erﬂncau was cfficially informed of
the 1limits of the quarantine avea by both U Thant and the United Statces
Go zrnmznts At the present rate of speed the first vessel 2.8 will reach
the quaﬁantine area during daylight Sunday and an incident may occur,

6o In thesc circumstancess the United States Govermment may find it
necessary within a very short time in its oun interest and that of its
feilow nations in the Western Hemisphere to take vhatever military action
may be necessary 0 remove tnls growiyy threat to the Hemispheres .

To In the light of the developing possibility of the neéessity for

D,

tion in Cuba, the Presid nt has 1nstrucnea Jou %0 b:lng thlo matber fully

L]

to the atteation of the WAC. Ybu shouid say that while the uS nolds to

the position that this wmatter should be settled within framework of the
public message to President
WGSUern Hcmlsphere, we have taxen note of bhe Sov1cn/‘wwwﬂﬂ’0¢ Cctober 27th

in whlch a connectlon is made between RATO defenses and Soviet action in
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Cuba, This Soviet position iucrecses the possidiiity that US military -

action in Cuba may result in some Soviet moves agoinst NATO, In these
circumstances tae US feels 1t esoce ibial 4o inform its allies and to consult
with them on the general situvation..

8o FYI. It is of the utwost imporisrsze ¢.2% soshing in oy your

discussion should hint of any wreadiness to meet Soviev Jupiter exchange

prenosal, but i i. 2qually important that you should allow free expression

of dweooah vievs, wiatover they vy be. In stimvlating free recponcs,

you shoulid strongly press the polnt that U.S. schion in Cuba - if it
becomes cssential == will be direc: ‘aoé at a povential threat to the total
strategic balance endangering other NATO countries as least as wmich ag j

the Unitcd States. End FYIo Ny
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