-
General warle G. Whgchr./ Usa
ihief of Staff, U. S. Army
Luyom 34668, The Pentagon
irashington 25, LU, C,

wear General Wheeler:

ihe United States Intelligence Board has beiore it &
draft National Intellizence Latimats entitled "Frospacts for
South Vietnam.' This paper is vbviously one of highest
importance. It is my desire that final action un thia estimate
201 be taken until membere of the Poard and the relevant
éxperts of the intslligence community have had an opportanity
to discuss with you & number of the must important judgments
now tentatively set forth in the draft,

. 1 hope it will be pacaible for you t5 give us an hour
of your timue in the near future. If you ar¢ able to accept,
would yau ask someoae in yuur olfice to get in touch with Mr.
Sherman sent, Chairman of my Board of National cstimates,
te arrangs an appropriate time ang place?

Mr. Hilsman and Mr. Forrestal who, as you know,
have recently visited Vietnam, have agreed to give us their
vn-the-spot ubeervations at another szssion. I am also

© #sking General Krulak ta be available for a similar conference.
General Carrall has cabled General Harkins and Admiral Felt
asking their comments on key passages of the estimate, and
Mi. FHilsman is doing the same for Ambassador Nolting.

I ain attaching a copy uf the draft estimate and a
statement of three crucial areas on which I would particularly
- weleoms your views.

| Sincersly,

. John A, Mclone
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NOTE FOR GENLRAL WHEEL LR -

R Attached draft National Intelligence .cstimate
on South Vietnam (NIE 53-63})

The most important judgments of an estimate
of South Vietnam at this time concern:

(a2} the relative importance of the military
and political aspecte of the struggle (para. 5);

(b) the prospects for South Vietnamese
military success, assuming a continuation of US aid
at approximately present levels (paras. 15-19, 28); and

4 {(c) the extent to which factors in the South
Vietnamese political situation may limit the achievement
of the US-aided South Vietnamese military objectives
{paras. 28-29).
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Letter to General Wheeler, Chief of Staff, US Army, from
Mr. McCone, re draft NIE on South Vietnam

O/NE: SKent:fd (drafted 28 ¥'ebruarv 1963)

CONCUR:

b eputy @r ector/Intelligénce

Distribution:

Original & 1: addressee
1: signeyr's file
1: ER '/T
l1: USIB Secretariat
1: O/NE
1: Stayback
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Copy was also sent to Major General Victor H.
Krulak, USMC, Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency

and Special Activities, The Joint Chiefs of Staff
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