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2 ¢ AUG 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR: mrcota- of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Post Office Rxperiment in the Uss of
Telecommunications for Handling Mail

1. This is for your information and, with respest to peregreph 6,
Possidble astion.

2. mamt(h-%mm)mtmphomdnnm:mym
mmumm»murmmmmmommmwmmm
experimental work being done in the use of telecommmications to handle
maill, Youukedmtohuealmltitmtogetintouehvithl&-.
Sumerfield's office for that purpese. I did so that same afternoon
and got an sppointment for 2:30 Monday afterncon, 24 August.

3. w. Sumrﬂcldmmmmmksmmmthmjectm
thantook-tothcemrtmntalut-upthcymmrﬂuﬁth. I
found that they are using sonventional fecsimile equipment over a
telephone circuit to the Fost Office in Ios Angsles. . There is nothing
nev here technically but the concept of the use of fagsimile for
handling not only correspondsnce of Govermment sgencies and business
but mail for the pudblic {s nev so far as I knov.

4. At present there is no security or even privecy in this method
of handling mail. Of courss, security for Govermment use could be
Provided by encryption of ths meterisl transmitted just a» we &0 nov to
mcontmuornmormmmeoromnemu. It vas explained to
me that there is under development a method of providing privacy for
the users of such s system. !h:uthodaypmatobpmﬁem, at
least 1t offers more privecy than telegrems or the "V-Mail” that vas
used in World War II. :

5. Mr. Sumerfield told me that he intends to present to The
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SUBJECT: Fost Office Rxperiment in the Use of
Telscommnications for Handling Mail

President in the near future this Proposed use of telecommunic
handling mail. mumuwumuwhm;mmmlu;::?::mmr
the coneept. onpldmdthﬂthis“emyhnumlwvolmof
domestic correspondence and sccordingly the proposed system would not
beor:rutm\atouu. However, I said I would tell you of his

6. I think that the system Mr. Summerfield has in mind
of great benefit to meny Goverument agencies and the pudblic u‘:c m
particularly if some "privacy” in handling the mail cen be provided ’
I do not know your views in this matter hut, mthnmutyouvish%o
;mreu tc the Postmester General some degres of support for his progran
have attached a dreft of a suggested memorsndum for your eonnmomton:

Mnlﬂn-_or Cosmmications
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