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The Merchants Jational Bank & Trust Company

TWO HUNDRED SIXTEEN SOUTH WARREN STREET

Eqvatuse 1, Hew York

January 7, 1960

Mr. Allen Dulles
Director of Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C,

Dear Director:

You should know that we are extremely sorry that your
schedule may have you out of the Country at the time of our
May 3rd Washington dinner.

Should plans change so that you will be on hand it would
please us greatly if you would attend our gathering and say
a few words as you have so graciously suggested.

It is my understanding from Ann that Eleanor has
recently had surgery and it is my hope that she is well on
the road to full recovery at this time.

May 1960 be the best year ever for you and your family.
Very best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

¢
/Zw\/
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24 December 1959

Syracuse, Ncw York
Dear Kayci "

I am sorry that we did not get muher on the telephone
and now I have your letter of the 17th.

For some time I have been planning a trip to Europe for
the latter part of April and the first two weeks of May, With all
the changing of the plans with regard to the Summit and near-Summit
here and there, my travel plans are always subject to change; but
1 fsar that you should not count on me for a major appearance at
your dinner. In case I am in town, 1 should like very much to
attend and possibly I could say a few words as [ know there will be
many of my friends among those attending your dinner.

Sincerely, |

Sl

Allen W. Dulles
BDirector

Handwritten postscript:

Yy ; ‘ Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
JI : Nataline Seymour end Jim and family
1 - DCI will be with us for Xmss. .

1 - ER‘w/ basic /8/ A.W.D.

1l - Col. Grogan

(ERELUTRE ooy mop K\ _
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23 December 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

1. This memorandum recommends action in Paragraph 2.

2. It is recommended that the Director decline the speaking
invitation from the Empire State Chamber of Commerce, Albany, N.Y., for
their meeting in Washington, D.C., next May. (Letter of December 17
returned herewith.) Although the occasion and the locale have a degree
of national significance, the dinner seems to be essentially a "State
Society" type of event, and would probably not compete favorab;y'(in terms
of publicity) with other nation-wide prestige forums at which the Director
has spoken in times past.

3. It is suggested that, if the Director does decline to speak, he
might express & wish to attend this New York State dinner, in view of the
very complimentary reference to Mr. Dulles, in Paragraph 4, as "the outstanding
resident of New York State on the Washington scene," and the hint at "a

special tribute" to be paid to Mr. Dulles on that occasion.

STAT

AcTing Assistant to the DCIL

ce: DDCI
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174 WasHINGTON AVENUE, ALBANY 10, N. Y.

TELEPHONE 4-9166

Office of the President
H. KAYE KERR, Vice President
Merchants National Bank & Trust Company
Syracuse, New York

December 17, 1959

Mr. Allen Dulles
Director of Centra]l Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C,

Dear Director:

Last week Miss Irish told me that you were leaving town, which J
Presume is par for the course inasmuch ag I envision you coming
OT going most of the time, '

As1 explained to her one of my non-paying jobs ig heading up our

Empire State Chamber of Commerce which Tepresents the interestg
of the various types of businesg at the State leve],

a4 speaking €ngagement in Watertown,

It is my hope that you and your family wil1 have a mogt enjoyable
Holiday Season .

Sincer ly yours,

Z 6R003600110056-2
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Dulles:

For your information, I am attaching
the previous letter from Mr. Kerr and a

copy of your 24 December reply.
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FORM NO. IOI REPLACES FORM 10-101

| 1 AuG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED. (47}
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