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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT ¢ Church Iesgue of Americes

1. This memorsndum conteins s recommendation submitted for DCT
approvel. Such recommendation is contsined in paresgraph six.

2., The sttached letter, dsted 1 Ootober 1958, from Mr. W. F.
Brain, Lay Assistent to The Right Reverend John E. Hines, Bishop of
‘the Episcopal Diocese of Texss » requests informetion on the Church 25X1A
League of America, Edgar C. Bundy, and & book entitled, "Collectivism
In The Churches.”

5. On 7 Oetober 1957, Edger C. Bundy, who Bigned himgelf as
General Cheirmen, wrote to the Agency under the letterhead of the
National Laymen's Council, Church League of Americe, 1407 Hill
Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois s and enclosed an October 1957 copy of a
publication entitled, "News and Views." Thig publication indicated
that the Church League of America is s tex exempt organization under
the authority of the U. S. Treasury Depsrtment., Mr. Bundy's letter
was acknowledged on 6 November 1957 advising Mr. Bundy that his letter
with ite attachment wes referred to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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6. Inasmuch &8 Mr. Brain's letter appears to be one which
affects the internal security of the United States, it is recommended
that you affix your signature to the attached letter. This office
will refer Mr. Brain's letter to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Dire%r of Security

Attechment: As stated

D H 2
s cadda
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OFFICE OF THY BISHO
K20 AW JACINED STWWHY
HOUSEYON 2, TEXAS

October 1, 1958

Mr, Allen Dulles
Central Intelligence Agency
Yashington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Dolles:

At the directlicon of The Right Esverend Joun E. Mipes, Buishop
of the Eplscopal Dioccese of Taexas, I am looking into zertain
allegations made by & book entitled "Collectivism In The
Churches”. The aothor of this book is Mr. Edgar C. Bundy end
it was published by the Church Ieaguve of America, Wheaton,
11lineis, in the year 1998,

The book in question charges that the Nationsl Council of
Churches, to which most Protestant deneminations belong st
the natlional level, is dominated by commmnists and serves ss
a sounding board for communlst propsgands. The book makes
the same charges with regard to the World Council of Churehes
and the organization which praceded the National Council of
Charches, the Federal Council of Churches.

We feel that the allegations contained in the bock are grossly
irrespomsible to the point of being damaging to the extrsms

to our denominatlion ag well as to others. At the same time,

we are esgar to face the facts whatever they may be in order
that gorrective action may be taken. The only reason we dignify
this book ixn this fashion i3 because it has beon made the center
of eertain «fforts In this area to Siscredit nol only the
Rational Council of Churches wut our own leadership as welil.

I recognize thnst the following reguest is most wmsual. let
me asgure you. however, that we are not creating a tampest

in & teapot. We must desl positively with these allegstions.
For this resson, if your poliecy permits you to do so, will
you please scquaint me with any findings of the Ceutral
Intelligence Agency which wonld cast light on this matter one
way or the other. We would also like to have your permission
to make your commentis pudblic.

Sincerely,

p
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sy ' ég'l Lo <
W. F. Brain
lay Assistant to the Bishop
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