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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

1k April 1951

Dr, Harold J. Coolidge
Paecific Scisnce Board
Rational Research Councll
2101 Constitution Avenue
Waghington 25, D. C.

Dear Dr. Conlidget

We have carefully considered your proposal for the
exploitation of certain Japenese scurces which you dipe
cussed with Contral Intelligence Agency representatives
in Jarmary and again in March after your return from Japan,
g:éaw also eondnoted an on~the-spot investigation in

Oe

Sinee wo ere very much awere of your keen personsl
interest in this matter, we regret to advise you that we
have concluded that the information which might be gained
is not high erough on our yriority list to varrant diversiom
of funds and effort from more urgent projects.

Iour interest in the Central Intslligence Agency and
your offer to sselet with this perticnlar project 1s greaily
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

LKWhiteiaca - 5 April 1951 ALLEN W, DULLES
P Deputy Director
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Deputy Director for Plans S April 1951
Acting Assistant Director for Operatione

Dr, Hercld J. Coolidge's Proposal for Exploitation of Certain
dapanese Sources

a, Memorendum dated 15 March 1951 from AD/RR to AD/PC, AD/CD and
AD/0, Subject: Proposal for exploitation of certain Japsnese
gouroes

be Message from AD/O to AAD/O dated 2 April 1951 2511

1, On 25 Jenuary 1951, Dr, Harold Coolidge of the National
Research Counoll proposed to AD/O that CIA immediately undertske the
procurement and utilization of unexploited studies carried out by
Japanese pure and sccisl solentists prior to 1945 in areas in and
sround the Pacific Basine AD/O arranged a oonference for Dr. Goolidge
with O/RR representatives. On 27 Janmuary 1951, & conference was
arranged by O/RR, at which Dr, Coolidge expressed his views. The
conference was attended by representatives of 0/PC, O/RR, 0/50,
0/CI, 0/SI, 0/CD, the Department of State and the Iibrary of Congreses
Thereafter, 0/RR conferred with various interested parties, carefully
studied the proposal and determined that "the chance of obtaining
useful information from Japsnese materiels still in Japan is too
nebulous, and the type of informmation that might be gained is not
high enough on priority lists to justify diversion of effort from
more urgently needed and more promising projecte” (see Reference a,
attached),

2, Having just returmed from a trip to Tokyo, Dr. Coolidge
called on the Acting AD/O on 23 March 1951 to informally supply certain
additional information and to expreses his very strong eonviction that
CIA should underteke this project as a matter of urgency., He also cone
ferred with the Deputy Director for Plans on 2L March 1951, As &
result, the AD/Q,! Iwa.a requested to make an on~the-spot 25%l
investigation. 7T B .sed that doouments included in
Dr. Uoolidge's proposal are & very limited number of World War II
ceptured doouments, but mostly concemn unceptured and unpublished
diaries, original studles, and notes in possession of varicus Japanese
cltlizens who pariloipated in ocoupation of Japanese-occcupied sountries
during World War II, galaries alone to undertske
the projeot would cost exeluding overseas differential,

and that AD/SI and AD/RR should decide whether the project is worthwhile
(ees Reference b, attached).

25%1
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3¢ AD/RR end AD/SI have been furnished all infomation supplied
by Dre Coolidge and by the AD/C ap & result of hie on~the-spot investi-
gation and have sdvised this Office thet they do not eonsider 2°7!
the proposed project to be worthwhile.

ke It is recommended that CIA not pursue the proposed project

further, snd that the attached letter be s and dispatehed
Iy, E’-miiﬁge. md o 4 v

L. K. WHITE

Attachment - FProposed letter to Dr. H. J. Coolidge
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