..‘4_.——'-'"—‘————-
Executive Registty

Approved For Release 2004/01/15 : CIA-RDPSOBO1676R0042001800W

25X1

September

Ls ’ /

Brigadier General A, J. Goodpaster
Staff Secretary /
The White House

Washington, D, C.

Dear Andy: Nﬁt&ﬁ@)ﬂ@ﬂl/

I am making it a practice to post-mortem {rom the intel .
ligence angle all situations where there are abrupt governmental
or other changes. Burma has been a recent instance, I enclose
a memorandum submitted to me indicating the reporting we have .
done through our Current Intelligence Bulletin on this subject over:
the past few months, I feel that our intelligence coverage of these.
developments was reasonably satisfactory, and that we were not taken
by surprise.

I thought you might be interested in this memorandum of
26 September,

4

Faithfully yours, |

Allen W, Dulles
Director

AWD:at

Distribution: (Encl: 26 Sept 1958 memo to DCT via DD/I from
Orig - Addressee AD/CI subj: Recent Reporting on Burma in OCI
1 ce - DCI File Publications - Secret NOFORN)
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HENOBARDUM POE: The President
SUBJECT : Army Comp i:; Surmsa

The Burmese Aray seized antionwide coatrol of the
country on 3¢ Septssder. Arssd forces Cosmander in
Chiel Ne Win, who is strongly anti~Coamunist, was
protably parsuaded to act to prevent widespread vio-
lence and Communist gains in elsciions scheduled for
Hovember. Bupexficially, the governweant resafas un-~
changed with @ Hu as premiexr. However, U ¥u has
announced his acquiescence to army authority azd will
resign when parliamsnt convenes on 28 Oetober. He
suys Ne ¥Wia will serve as interis premier for six
sonths and hold sational elections within that time.

Top leadere of the governwent coalition (AFPFL),
which had ruled Burms since independsnce in 1948,
split in April. Personal rather tham ideological
difficulties betwsen U Nu and his rivals, Ba Swe and
Lyaw Hyein, were the source of the break.
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On 9 June, parlisssat voted dowm a no-confidence
resolution iatroduced by Ba Swe and Eyaw Nyein., Pre-
sier Ku's eight-voie victory was aade posaible by 44
votes from ithe Communist-douminated NUF. He ws wup-
ported by only 48 mesbers of his own party. At that
time, a9 at all times sinoe the aplit becase public,
the arxy remained neutral aad maintained law smd order
despite threats of vislence betwesn followers of ihe
two factions.

Geneoral Ne ¥#in publicly aad privately declared
his ispartiality among the soca-Comaunisgt groups bat
warned that ke would zet to preserve the cousatry from
incrsased Communist influence or comtrol. Army officers
are united in their loyaltiy to Me ¥im asnil in thelir anti-
Communint views.

Siuce the 9 June parliamsutsry vote, U Nu bas
been bending every efiort to ead the Communist
rebellion whieh began in 1949, Issurgents have heean
responding in large nuwbers but have left most of
their arss behind. The army has bess reported alarmed
by these cached weapous and at the evident growiag
political straagth of the Coamunist-orieatsd political
parties,
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The political frageeantation of Burse's aon-
Conmunist parties and the persomal rivalries of their
leaders havs made the prospects for sea-Communists
increasingly blesk. This fragmsutation has alsoe led
to imcressiag viclemce among their partisans in pre-
pariag for the sxpectasd FNovembar electioms.

Burua's new leader, General Ne ¥in, has hereto-
fore remmined outside partisan politics, 3imsce
serving temporarily as deputy premier in 1948, he
kas devoted his time stirictly to smilitary watters.
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