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Daxring the course of a conversation,

had the following to say ebout his [ 1] contacts| ith
Soviet officials attending the Internstional Conference on the Detection of

Nuclear Wempons Tests vhich opened at Geneva, Switzerland, on 1 July 19%8.

1. "From my talks with them (Russians) in the last veek or 50, I
don't think o single one had any advance ideas that thie buainess in China
would flare up. They all told me they had not expected it. It was their
ides that after the Khrushchev visit to Chine, things would be pretiy quiet.
They all seem worried sbout it and I get the impression they areslmost as
baffled by the Chinese communiste as you or I. 1 slso had & chance to talk
%o one of the Chinese commmists who are around here. It is not like talking
%o a Russien, I assure you. This man spoke as if he had rehearsed his lines.
It was the kind of talk you would have gotten from a Russian Bolshevik in
the twenties; sll the stuff sbout worl revolution, imperialist encirclement,
ete. |

2. "I haven't met a Russien in some years who has talked that way.

Phe cnes with vhom I hsve been in contact for a long time don*t even bother
to use such terms. As s matter of fact, I do not recall once in the last
year or so vhere a Russian with whom I have had contact has talked about

anything but his particular job and how he wants to see his country do better

3¢

things for him and the Russian people. There wasn't cne reference to doctrine.

Iaskthmniftheythinkthattheﬁhimseuillhembemughtotryscmething
1ike an invasion. They say they, themselves, do not kmow. They also
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say they haove been &iscussing that particular point emong themselvee but
nocbody bas any answers.

3. "Of courss, the U.5. comes in for & lot of the blasme in the present
Cainmoe attitude. But I bave had the impression for soms time that the
Ruspisns themcelves are & good deal recponsible. It suited them {Russians)
o have the Chinese communiste excluded, for exsmple, from the United Hations.
The Chinese had to come to Moscow, 0 t0 spesk, to carry meny things for
Peking in the international forume.

b, "We have also been talking sbout the work thet went on heve st
Genevn aboul an inspection gystem to detect nuclear explostons. The Russiane
hare are well satisfed. T think they were plsased they mansged to get on
sc well vith the American techniclians. Of mrae they were glven prior
instructions to try to meke a general deal. It suited the men at the
working level, however, toc be eble to get things done in-a’twh & busi?ens-like
way, without the handcuffs of complete political direction. They even
lsughed about the Middls Best crisis. They seid the Americens were in
trotble on that one, btut that they, the Russians, could essily get into
mch trouble themselves., I agked, vhy? They sald ihe Russiane were
demanding to be recognized as & Middle Bast factor. If that hamns,- the
Soviet Union would heve to underwrites s lot of projects.

5. "It will not be the seme thing, one of them pointed cut %o me, as
in selling lots of obeciete armements on o credit and barter besis. They
are, in thelr way, giving credits and merchandise they could use to better
sdvantegs at boane. I found meny complaints recently emong the mon I know

B
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sbout meking contridutions to other comtries. They seld the idee wos
#ire and poble, but charity should begin at home. These men, ecpecially
the techwiciens T have come to know, are as interested in creature comforts
snt the futuves of their fumilies me any western Furopean.

6. "T f$nd this fescinating. It may have existed at the time of my
first real contact with them ] |Itmmtmmm 25X 1
because, T suppose, they 4id not dave. Tow they spesk sbout 1t openly.
Khrushehey, by the way, as I may bave t0ld you before, 18 not & dsarly
Bpaloved charucter to these men, They have clesr contempt for him for his
1ack of intellectusl polish and for his off~-the-cuff statements. In private
talks I have beerd him compared, by many of them, to western politicians
who are trying 0 meks headlines all the time.

T "ot the one dig thing now is they are very worried sbout the
situation with the Chinese. T also askeX 1f they thought the reports of
Mosatans glving Chinese aicmlc vespone vere true. Al of those I asked
uz&ma&x'tmoermw,mwmmﬁm%
wmm&mm&mnmiataﬁ@tmaQwhpmwmiQMQf
Mr@; Some of them told ms the Chinese who had been tralning under
Soviet supervision mfarm&.m often to the dny when 'People’s China'
would have its own atemdc arsenal. &Im,!h&wnd&sﬁmﬁi@mﬁm
that the Russimns T knov are quite wihappy vith the present state of
affairs 1o Communist China.” |

Ead of Messege
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