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SUBJECT: Advieory Committess

1. Fer several years sow the Cabinet bas been seriously
conserned about the use of advisory committess by the Goveramant.
By advisery comamiitue is menat any sommiites, board, cosumission,
counsil, panel, task force, or similar group, vsed by any depart-
ment or ageey for adlvies oz recommandations, that ts aot scomposed
wholly of Covernment smployess.

2. The comcers of the Administration over the ws of advisory
committsns ia gensral arises sut of the possibility of conflicts of
intarest. A more specislized prodlom arises in the use of what are
salied indesiry advisory sommittess, which are advisery committess
compesed predomisnntly of members or representatives of 3 single
industry. Thus, if we were te eall in & fow prominent members of
the potreleum industry to advise us se intelligence in the petroleum field,
we would tachaically havs an industry advisery committes. Hare the
preblem s crsated by the antitrust laws whigh forbid representatives
of varisus sompanies conferring in any reanner that could be deemed
ts be business collaboration. While it is quite chvious that any such
pansl ealled for cur purposes would acl be the type of collaboration
vielating the astitrust lJaws, the problem is to be able t0 demonsirate
this.

3. Ths Cabiast kas sow decided that certain critaria must
ke applied in the use of advisory cotamittess;
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a. The head of the agency shall find that suech
committess are in the public intarest in connection
with the performance of dulties irmposed by law;

b. faactions of commitises shall be solely
advisory, and dstermination of any action to bs
taken will be mads sclely by the proper Government
official;

c. mestings shall be callad or approved by
Goveranment officials whe shall alse set the agenda;

4. mestings shall be thaired by or conducted
in the presence of Governmant officials who will have
full contrel of the :meetings;

#. minules of euch roosting will be kapt at loant
in the form of & summary of matters discussed and
coaclusions reached, and the minutens will he cortified
as accurate by a Govermmentt official.

In the case of gensral adviscory committees, ¢., 4., or ¢. Ay s
walved by the agonty haad if nscessary to get on with the business.
in the case of industry advisory commitises, howevar, neas of these
criteria may be waived,

4. Ths Admpinistration's congeru is this field arose out of
the use of advisery greups by certain departments and agencies,
particulariy the Departmont of Commerce. Certain sitwations ind
to the proposil by the Congross that legislation should be enncted
to contral the use of sach groups. The Administration has stroagly
resisted suck legislation; it is, therefore, irsposing its ocwn contrals.

3. R is cbhvious that sur stilization of commitices would sot
normally create the typess of conflict of interest and antitrust problems
that arise with deparimaesis like Coramarce. Howavar, the Cabinet
hias determined that the Administration mmust bs in a position to
demonstrate that the situation is wnder control throughout all depart-
wenks and agoncles. Alrvady our ragulations previde that consultants
wust be ased only in an advisory capasity and that any situation
creating a ponsible conflict of interast must be reported Immediately.
Heverthslass, I am callad upen to make a report to tha Cabinst on the
application of the criteris set forth above to sur use of advisery
committess,
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6. Will you bave prepared as soon as may be practicabie a
report en the wtilization by activitios under your jurisdiction of
advisory committess of any sort and the application of the spegificd
criteria in thelir willization., Baved on your repert, the ixecutive
Miicer will snaintain a rogietry of all sueh advisory committees,
and any new cammittess proposed in any of your arsas will be
reported to him in advance. Aay iaguiries as to definition or wake-
up of advisery committees or as to the criteria involved should be
addressed to the General Counsel. In the case of this Agency, the
Cabinet will reguire caly a general repert, and no specifice as to
nature or compasition of the commitiesn will go forward,

SIGNED

ALLEN w, DU LLLES
Hrecter
OGC:LRH:jeb
ee: LiCH
Jencral Counsel
Executive Registry w/Cabinet Paper
DCI
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MEMORANDUM FOR: T1IE DIRFGTOR

Artuehed is a request to the Deputies
and the 1G to furnish inforrnation on advisory
committees used by the Agency in accordance
with the Cabinet requesi. Once the information
is compiled, 1 believe we can prepare a report
in general terms to Mr. Gray which will cope
with the various problems raised in the
discussion at the Deputies Meeting.

Recommend 8i

25X%1

[)/V& " LAWRENCE R, HOUSTON

General Counsel

2 7 (DATE)
13 ¥ebruary 1959

FORM NO. IOI REPLACES FORM 10-101
1 AUG 54 WH I CH MAY BE USED. (471

Approved For Release 2006/08/09 : CIA-RDP80B01676R004300010005-1



