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“Benorsble Arthur vV, gggggggff
United States Senate
Washiagten 23, p, C,

Dear Senator Watkins:

‘This will asknowledge reseipt of your letter dated
4 February 1956 iaquiring as te the policy of the Cestral
Intelligauce Ageney with respect to the employmest of
physically handicapped persons,

It £s the poliey of this Agency to employ any
interested and qualiffed individusl for whon 3 suitable
position is available, The fact that anm fndividual is
physieally handicapped is uot, per se, a basis for empley-
ing or failing e eaploy him, The medical standsrds '
spplied in determining the eligibility of an individual
for employment are tailoved te the requirements of the
perticular positien undey consideration,

I am sure you will understand that certain of cur
positions require individuals who are physically qualified
to live or work ia aveas wheve health conditions are
hazardous, 7Thus, there are occasions when we must reject
& physically handisapped person who may be physieally
qualified to perform the particular duties contemplated
for him but whe is mot physically qualified to perform
those duties in the eavironment required, Yoau fndicate
that you are particularly interested in the application
of our poliey to persons suffering from spileptic seixzures,
The comments made above apply to such individusls as well
&8 to those suffering from other physical handicaps,

Your interest in this subject {2 appreefated, You
may be assured that the practicesof this Agemey are fully
in accord with the smmounced policies of the Federal
Government ia this ¢onnection,

Sincerely,
STAT 0~/ tvp (9 Feb 56) Allen W, Dulles
LewrItten: O/DCI/FMC:hec Director
(11 Feb 56)
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RICHARD L. CALLAGHAN, CHIEF CLERK
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS |

February 4, 1956

Mr. Allen W. Dulles
Director, Central Intelligence
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Dulles:

Recently I have been corresponding with a young college
graduate whose chosen profession is that of language
interpreter. Unfortunately, this person is physically
handicapped by epileptic seizures.

In view of the growing stress on the Government's
program for the employment of the physically handicapped,
I desire to know whether or not there are openings in your
department for such persons, or whether or not this physically
handicapped individual must seek work other than that for
which he has been educated. Ironically enough, he has in
the past held down a job as a railroad switchman on one of
our Western railroads. It seems hard to believe he could
successfully perform that function and be totally unsuitable
for a job as translater or interpreter.

I should appreciate some information as to your employ-
ment policies regarding the physically handicapped, specifically
those suffering this type of handicap.
Sincerely yours,
oA a0 n foad Fpinnl

- Arthur V. Watkins
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR ’

This will acknowledge receipt of your lettér dated k4 February
1956 inquiring as to the policy of the Central Intelligence Agency
wvith respect to the employment of pnysicalil)y handicapped persons.

Honorable Arthur V. Watkins
United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Watkins:

It is the policy of this Agency to effiploy any interested and
qualified individual for whom a suitsbl position is available.
The fact that an individual is physic handicapped is not, per se,
a basis for employing or failing to efiploy him. The medical standards
applied in determining the eligibility of an individual for enploy-
ment are tailored to the requir ts of the particular position
under consideration.

I am sure you will under d that certain of our positions
require individuals who are sically qualified to live or work
in areas where health co ions are hazardous. Thus » there are
occasions when we must r;ct a physically handicapped person who
may be physically quali;‘ ed to perform the particulaer duties contem-
Plated for him but who is not physically qualified to perform those
duties in the envir:}xﬁent required. You indicate that you are
particularly interested in the application of ong policy to persons
suffering from epileptic seizures. The comments made above apply
to such indivi 8 as well as to those suffering from other physical
handicaps.

assured t the practices of this Agency are fully in accord with
the annouficed policies of the Federal Government in this connection.

/

e Sincerely,

/

You‘::m??'éerest in this subject is appreciated. You may be

Allen W. Dulles
Director
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Remarks:

Substence of proposed reply to Senator "atkins
was checked out with Chief, Medical Staff, by
telephone.

DCI suspense on this item: 10 Feb 56,
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MR, PAUL: Preparation of reply for DCI signature.
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