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L/‘ 16 July 1956

1 have read with close attention your letter of 10 July 1956 to-
mnwmmmm.mwm&mnmmm
has received regmding “the alleged relstive affectivensss of ix '
vark ia the military swrvices.” It is my considered julgment thet there
is no sericus basis to support the allegations. in thess excerpts.

mﬁnmm:mmmamﬁ&mmmw
officers of all the wilitery services including, of ceurse, the Air Foree.
mmanmummamurmnwnwunmw,
for the overvhelmiag part, highly competent mnd devoted officers. Undar
modern conditions sad with the vary pertienlar capedilities of the Air
Force in certain sreas of highly senaitive and scieatific collectios
m,mmmmnmwmawm.
1hmwrmawwﬁwmmmmmme

‘M@»MW&MMWW&M&&&M

ef intelligenve. Our relations with Air Force Intelligence on & world-
wide basis are close, particularly 5o here in Weahington. In many of

¥hat I sey vith vegerd to the Air Force clso applies with regard to
the Army and Navy ' » With vhom & highly eseperstive besis of

There is of course a natursl, unferstandable and entirely bussa
tandency on the part of the intelligence officers of @ partioculer brauch
to stress the competence of s potentisl enemy in thelr particular field
of interest. Ac an momgle, the Alr Foree would be fnelined to give a
mmmiﬁmwmm&urmﬁmlmmﬁiﬁum
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the, Navy would. The seas would spply to the irmy ead Newy Inteiligence
fervices. Notwithetmeding this, we Nave geaersily succeedsd, in our
Bational Intallipanee Netinates, in reeching agreesent on the sppraissi
of Soviet potantial. When there ure clear cut diverguncies, those gre
stated 1n sur Estinsbes 90 that the policy makers can see clesrly where
everycne stands. X consider this one of the ispoertent functions of the
Central Intalligsnay Agency which has no vested iaterest in the views

of say Service and, hence, bus the epportunity of critically sad, I trust,
jmpartially reviewing the rav ssterial vhich esch Serviee collects.

1 can essure you thet this soalysis is going forwad iz & cooperetive
and harmonioos spirit a8 between this Agsucy end the Servics egencies for
who I have the higheet respect. If I should sver Tind an attespt to slant
intelligence, to suppress it, or vithhold 1t, I would deal vigorously with
the matter dut a0 far I haye not found this to be the case. I e icolined
1o beliowe that the correspondent from whose letter you guoted bas been
overly lmpressed Ly the usturs) sod usdevstendable Service wxpbases and
=y be lgnorsat of the full sxtent and natuve of the centributioc mede
ia the intelligence field by the Alr Force.

I sppreciate your sction ia beinging this matier $o wy attentien.
I have not mentioned it to the ALy Porve or t0 any of the other Service
Intelligenee agencies or cousulted tham with respect to this letter.
KmMMwmmmhmwM;&, I shouid
Zedly undertake thig. I did net wish to 4o so without your prior knowi-
efge snd consent. :

xnuu«mmmazmsmuwmxm,
ad the Tact that it deals with certain classifisd matters; I suggest that
it rensia for the wofidmticl use of yourself, amt, if you desire, your
saall mub-commities which deals with intelligence watterw snd possibiy
the Mamber of Congress whc hes forwarded the partiouler excerpts ou
which I sm commenting.

Faithfully yours,

SIENED

Director

AWD/c
Distribution:

Orig & 1 cc--sddreases
1 cc--DCT x/
1l cc--BER v/ basic

A ce-- slative Counsel
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR‘
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Honorable Carl Vinson

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services
House of Representatives
- Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Chairman: X f

I have read with close attention you"‘r letter of 10 July 1956 together
with the enclosed excerpts from a letter which one of your colleagues has
received regarding ''the alleged relative effectiveness of intelligence work
in the military services." It is my considered judgment that there is no
serious basis to support theem allegations, ““i?or five years now I have
been working closely with All the military services including, of course,
the serwiee-eétie Air Force. The Intelligence %fficers of the Air Force
have impressed me as being, for the overwhelming part, highly competent
and devoted officers. Under modern conditions and with the very particular
capabilities of the Air Force in certain areas of highly sensitive and
scientific collection methods, Air Force Lntelligence has an extremely

‘ 'r important role to play. I have never found that they withheld from us
A @vaiteble intelligence which they collected or that they slanted or mis-
represented their analyses of intelligence. Our relations with Air Force
Intelligence on a world-wide basis are close)pa,rticula.rly so here in Wash-
ington. In many of the fields of their particular competence we also have
highly competent technicians to evaluate the raw material they make
*‘v} \ availg}af}g and reach our own conclusions. i pordae tda

What I say with regard to the Air Force also applies with regard to
the Army and Navy Intelligence, with whom a high}gooperative basis of
operations has developed,
bonne

There is of course a natural, understandable and entirely human
tendency on the part of the intelligence officers of a particular branch to
stress the competence of a Parlicular-enemay in their particular field of
interest. As an example, fhe Air Force would be inclined to give a higher
potential rating to the Sovidt air and nuclear capabilities than the Navy
would, awe the same would/apply viee-wemsa to the Army and Navy Intelli-
gence Services. Notwiths?ianding this, we have beemrable
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in our National A stimate s,te reac}AZPeement on the app,r/aisal of -tie
Soviet potential. Fes—esample, When there are clear C}ﬂ: divergencies;
those are eteesdy stated in our Estimates so that the policy makers can see
clearly where everyone stands. I consider this one of the important functions
of the Central Intelligence Agency which has no ve stc;d interest in the views
of any Service and, hence, has the opportunity of critically and, I trust,
impartially reviewing the raw material which each collectsT®I can assure
you that this,is going forward in a cooperative and harmonious spirit as
between this/Agency and the Service agencies for whom I have the highest
respect. If/I should ever find an attempt to slant intelligence, to suppress
it, or withHiold it, I would deal vigorously with the matter but so far I
have not fgund this to be the case. I am inclined to believe that the
corre spo;;ient from whose letter you quoted has been overly impressed

by the natural and net-impzepes, Service =i 64 and may be ignorant
of the full extent and nature of the contribution m?de in th€s field by the
Air Forcfe. / L'.‘ K lrpfhn v

I pppreciate your action in bringing this matter to my attention. - 3
I have jot mentioned it to the Air Force or to any of the other Service iﬁi‘ﬁu’*yﬂ
agenci¢s or consulted them '4:h respect to this letter. If you feel that

¥

any u7'efu1 purpose would be gained by doing so, I should gladly undertake
this. /I did not wish to do so without your prior knowledge and consent.

/ In view of the frank naﬂure of this answer to your interesting letter,
and ithe fact that it deals wig‘x certain classified rnatters, I suggest that
it remain for the confidentidl use of yourself, and, if you desire, your
small sub-committee whicl‘{ deals with intelligen(ce matters and possibly
thﬁé Member of Congress wﬂ'xo has forwarded the particular excerpts on

4

which I am commenting,

A 1

/,.'" . / Faithfully yours,

!/ T e e ﬁ@ﬁ, 3
o, W @i&“{ e

Allgn W. Dulles
‘Director
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13 July 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director

SUBJECT: Attached Letter of 10 July 1956 from
Chairman Vinson

1. This memorandum suggests action on the part of
the DCI. Such requested action is contained in paragraph 2.

2. Mr. Amory has read the attached letter, and feels
that this is a matter you may wish to take up with General
Lewis at the next opportunity, possibly after the IAC meeting
next Tuesday. You will note that the Air Force is the main
subject of attack, although there is some criticism of CIA.
Mr. Amory suggests, and I agree, that there is no need to
reply to this letter until after you have had an opportunity to
at least discuss the matter informally with General Lewis.

STAIT

Norman o. Paul

Legislative Counsel

Attachment
Ltr from Chairman Vinson
dated 10 July 1956
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" CARL VINSON, GA., CHAIRMAN

OVERTON BROSKS, LA,
PAUL J. KILDAY, TEX.

CARL T. DURHAM, N. C.

L. MENDEL RIVERS, S. C.
PHILIP J. PHILBIN, MASS.
F. EDWARD HEBERT, LA.
ARTHUR WINSTEAD, MISS.
MELVIN PRICE, ILL.

0. C. FISHER, TEX.

PORTER HARDY, IR., VA,
WILLIAM J. GREEN, JR., PA.
CLYDE DOYLE, CALIF.
VICTOR WICKERSHAM, OKLA.
GEORGE P. MILLER, CALIF.
CHARLES E. BENNETT, FLA.
LESTER HOLTZMAN, N. Y.

EIGHTY-FOURTH CONGRESS

DEWEY SHORT, MO.
LESLIE C. ARENDS, ILL.
W. STERLING COLE, N. Y.
LEROY JOHNSON, CALIF,
LEON H. GAVIN, PA.
WALTER NORBLAD, OREG.
JAMES E. VAN ZANDT, PA.

JAMES T. PATTERSON, CONN.

PAUL. CUNNINGHAM, 10WA
WILLIAM H. BATES, MASS,
WILLIAM E. HESS, OHIO
CHARLES P. NELSON, MAINE
JAMES P. S. DEVEREUX, MD.
ALVIN E. 0'KONSKI, WIS,
WILLIAM G. BRAY, IND.
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JOHN R. BLANDFORD, N. Y.
COUNSEL

CHARLES F. DUCANDER, LA,
COUNSEL,

PHILIP W, KELLEHER, VA,
COUNSEL
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
SUITE 313, HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

July 10, 1956

ROBERT C. WILSON, CALIF.

ROBERT H. MOLLOHAN, W. VA, FRANK C. OSMERS, JR., N. J.

RICHARD E. LANKFORD, MD.

GEORGE HUDDLESTON, JR., ALA.

E. L. BARTLETT, ALASKA

MRS. JOSEPH R. FARRINGTON, HAWAII
A. FERNOS-ISERN, PUERTO RICO

ROBERT W. SMART, CHIEF COUNSEL

Honorable Allen W. Dulles
Director, Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Dulles:

A Member of Congress has extracted exceprts from a letter which
he has received and forwarded them to me for my comment. These ex-
cerpts are attached for your information, and concern, as you will
note, the alleged relative effectiveness of intelligence work in the
military services.

Obviously, we are unable to evaluate these allegations, but I
can hardly overlook the statement that Air Force intelligence officers
have distorted certain critical intelligence information included in
reports that were presented to senior Air Force officers at the policy
making level.

If there is any possibility that there is any substance in an
allegation of this nature, corrective action is in order. The purpose
of this communication is to determine whether or not you have any
information which will permit you to affirm or repute this allegation.

Sincerely yours,

Wi o/

Carl Vinson
Chairman

Enclosure
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