~

: -RDP80R01731R000100020092-2
m Approved F‘Release 2003/02/27 : CIA 6 /%f, 5//

. TED*
DOE REVIEW COMPLE June 1, 1956 OSTAT

Tha Honorable Clinton P, Andersgs
Chairman ' )
Jeint Cummittes on Atomic Energy
United States Senate

Washington, D. C

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Various newspaper accounts and pyblic statements in
recent days have referred to testimony purportedly by the ClA
bef.re the Juint Committee on Atomie Energy to the effect that
Soviet Russia leads the U. S. in the deveiopment of atomic
power. I believe that a review of the testimony of my repre-
eentatives will confirm that the Central Intelligence Agency
limited its statements to a Presentation of an evaluation of the
announced Soviet nuclear power program, its ohjectives, and
Soviet capability of carrying it out, and did not make a comparison
between the Soviet and U. S, programs. It is not the responsibility
oF function of the CIA to pass judgment on the relative position of
the U S and Soviet or other Programs, and it bas not done so,

Sincerely,

)

Allen W. Dulles
Director

cc: Admiral Lewis L. Strauss
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission
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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

29'May 1956

Dear Allen:

Further on the matter which we have been discussing,
I have before me a statement made today to the Joint Committee
by Walter Reuther in which the following appears:

"hile Admiral Strauss belittles the reports
from Russia, we read in the newspapers that
some other Government official told you in
executive session that Russia definitely leads
the United States in its plans and programs
for harnessing the atom for the production of
electric power."

This, of course, is a tie-in with Senator Anderson's
reference in the hearings last week to the fact that a witness
might request the President to release testimony which the
Committee had received in executive session (with the in-
timation that it came from the CIA) to the same effect,

Would you be willing to issue a brief statement to
the following general effect:

Various newspaper accounts and public statements
in recent days have referred to purported Govern-
ment intelligence reports to the effect that
Soviet Russia leads the United States in the
development of atomic pover,

{411 statements attributing such a report to the
Central Intelligence Agency are without foundation
in fact,! The CIA has at no time stated that the
Soviet nuclear power program is currently ahead
of our own,

Faithfully yours,

Reawry

Lewis L, Strauss

Honorable Allen Dulles
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D,C,
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

The Honoraltle Clinten P, -Anderson

gom Comnit >
tee on A Energy '
United States Senste . \ C"'\*J\Qy

Washington, D, G. o
Dear ¥Mr. Chairman: g

Various Rewspaper accounts snd
in receat days bave referred te thmm.“mnu
by the CIA befere the Jaint Comnittes on Atemic Energy

Allen ¥, Dnllu
Directer

ce: Admiral Lewis L. Strauss
Chairmen, Atomic Energy Camission a
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

The Honorable Clinton P, Anderson
Chairman
Joint Co ittee on Atomic Energy
United Stateg Senate
Washington, \D, C, ' ‘
Dear Mr. Chajirman: /
v

Various ngwspaper accounts and pfblic statements
in recent days have referred to test}ﬁ(gr:g purportedly
by the CIA before\the Joint Com{pa‘f/ee on Atomic Energy
to the effect that Syviet Russigfeads the U.S. in the
development of atomyic povg;f’ I believe that a review of
the testimony of my Mep €sentatives will confirm that
the Central Intelllgen Agency limited its statements to
a presentation of aydilable information on the status of
the Soviet prograim, and did not make a comparison be-

tween the Sovj t and U.S. programs. It is not the respon-
sibility or jﬁnctmn of the CIA td.pass judgment on the

relative position of the U.S. and 3gviet or other programs,
and it hés not done so.
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KAi}I&{‘ % (Dulles

Director

cc: Admiral Lewis L. Strauss
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission
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