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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Direstor (Imtelligence).;, /7c5( - . .
Deputy Director (Flaas) T
Deputy Divecter (Suppert)
Deputy Directer {Coordisation)
inspector General

SUBJECT: Advisory Committess

1. For several years sow the Cabinet has been sericusly
concernsd about the use of advisory committees by the Government.
By advisory committes is meant any commiites, board, commission,
couneil, panel, task force, or similar group, wsed by any depart-
ment or agency fory advice or recommendations, that is not composed
wholly of Gevernment employess.

2. The concern of the Admintstration sver the use of advisery
committess in general arises out of the possibility of conflicts of
interest. A more specislised preblem arises ia the use of what are
called indusiry advisory committees, which are advisery committess
compesed prodominaatly of members or representatives of & single
industry. Thus, if we were to call in a fow prominent members of 1
the patreleum {ndustry to advise ue on iatelligence in the petroleum fleid,
we would techuically have an industry advisery committes. Here the
problem is created by the antitrust laws which ferbid represestatives
of varicous companies conferring in any manner that could be deemed
to be business callaboration. While it is quite cbvieus that any such
panal called for sur purposes would act be the type of collaberation
viclating the aatitrust laws, the preblem is te be able to demonstrate
this.

3. The Cabinet has now docided that cortain criteria must
be applied in the use of advisory committees:
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a. The head of the ageacy shall find that such
somanittess are in the public intersst in connsction
with the performance of Suties imposed by law;

b, fesstions of committess shall be solely
advisery, and dsterminstion of any action to be
takan will be made salely by the preper Goverament

offieial; -

¢. meotings shall be called or approved by
Govermment officials whe shall alse set the agenda;

i; mestings shall be chaired by or conducted
ia the presense of Goverament officials whe will have
full contrel of the meetings;

e. minutes of cach mesting will be kept at least
in the form of & summary of matters diseussed and
sonclusions reached, and the minutes will be cortified
as accurats by & Covernment official.

Ia the sase of general advisory committess, ¢., 4., or o. may be
waived by the agensy head if necossary to got on with the business.
In ths sass of industry advisory cammittess, however, sons of these
eriteria may be waived.

4. The Admiaistration's congern in this field aress out of
Mmdudmygrup-hycmmm_nﬂumﬁ».
particularly the Department of Commerce. Ceortain situations led
to the prepesal by the Cengress that legislation should be enacted
te contrel the usa of such groups. The Administration has stromgly
resisted such logislation; it is, tharefors, imposiag its own comtrels.

S. It is ebvisus that eur wtilization of committess would net
nermally create the types of conflict of interest and antitrust probiems
that arise with depavtments like Commerce. Hewever, the Cabinet
has determined that the Administration must be in a position to
demonstrate that the situstion is under control threugheut all depart-
memts and agencies. Already our regulations provide that consultants
must be used only in an advisery capacity and that any situation
ereating a possidble eanflict of interest amust be reperted immediately.
Nevertholess, | am callied upen to make a repert to the Cabinet en the
;Mud&u&uhmm;mtummdcévimy
commitieas.
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6. Will you bave prepared as seen as may be practicable a
report on the utilization by activities wnder your jurisdietion of
advisery sommitiess of any sert and the application of the specified
criteria in their wtilization. Based ca your report, the Executive
Officer will maistain a registry of all such advisory committees,
and any new committess propesed in any of your arsas will be
reported to him in advance. Aay inguiries as te definition or make-
up of advisory committess or as to the criteria invelved should be
addressed to the General Comnsel. In the case of this Agency, the
Cabinet will require enly a gensral report, and ne epecifics as to
mature or composition of the committess will go forward,

SIGNED
ALLEN W, DULLES
Director
ee: ‘/DBCI
EOQ
General Counsel
i .3 - 5 .
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR

Attached is a request to the Deputies
and the 1G to furnish information on advisory
committees used by the Agency in accordance
with the Cabinet request. Omce the information
is compiled, I believe we can prepare & report
in general terms to Mr. Gray which will cope
with the various problems raised in the
discussion at the Deputies Meeting.

Recommend signature.

Pt e

H L L
LAWRENCE R. HOUSTON
General Counsel

(DATE)
13 February 1959 |
FORM NO. IOI REPLACES FORM 10-101 (a7)

1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED. 1
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