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I went to let you know that I received and vesd
with interest the Memowrumndus from Professor . F.
Pesrose that you were so Xind €0 send ms. Y &8 veo
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Dulles

SUBJECT ¢ Brief of a Letter from E. F. Penrose, Professor of
Political Economy on the Faculty of Johns Hopkins
University and Serving under Contract with the
University of Ireg.

Professor Penrose's letter concerns the Mosul Civil War, the work of
the Communist Party in Iraq and the student activities at the University.
He states that the Mosul Civil War is a major disester for Iraq and a set-
back to ‘the hopes of establishing a stable government which will take more
than a generation before the deep wounde which have been inflieted will be
healed. It has ralsed political hatreds and divided the country on iasues
which arouse violent passions. He states that the effects are reedily ob-
served in Baghdad and heve broken down much of what remeined in justice and
the rule of law. Professor Penrcse advises thet the Mosul Affair has brought
about such events as, former friends calling each other traitors s the ex-
tremes of each gide want to exterminate each other and a general fallure
of those in the middle to organize even though they are in the majority.

Professor Penrose comments on the widespread and growing insecurity
emong the fiom«Uoimunist educated Iragls in business, education and the
Professions and that morele 1is collapsingsmong some of them. He believes
that Kassem is not e Commmnist and thet while he has ylelded far to the
Communists who surround him, he has not ylelded anything and in particuler
stands almost alone ez an obstacle to executions and liquidations. Professor
Penrose observes that a large nurber of Iragis want neither Communism or
Nesserism. It 1s with the mindmities that the Commnist Party hes met
with success, chief of which are the Kurds and the Chrigtian groups. He
points out that Iraq may go Communist but that Russia will have even more
trouble here than she has had in Esgtern Europe. The halo around the
Russians is declining and that thfrblunders are Palestine, Agwan Dam and
Suez., It is here that the Western world can wateh the Russiens become
entangled and forced to drop pretenses.

Professor Penrose makes mention o ‘the major agricultural and land
reform problem in Iraq snd the results of rejecting land reform in the
center of violent party controversies ig only one aspect of the Mosul
disaster. In regard to the students, he adviges that the shudent union
rather than the Deans are in effective control of some of the colleges
of the University. In his report, Professor Penrose comments on the
difficulties of teaching "bourgeoise econcmles"in the face of the acti-
vities of the student wnion Plus the fact that the students thengelves
are bitterly divided.
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