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*'ELORANDUM FOR: Colonel Grogan, Office of the Director

- SUBJECT: Victor Riesel request for Information on the:
‘ World Federation of Trade Unions.

1. In answer to Mr. Riesal's request dated 8 October 1959 for
information on recent WFTU activities, IO has prepared the attached
summary. The information contained in this paper is based largely
on overt material but has been supplemented with information from
classified reporting. There are no significant developments known to
us in recent weeks in WFTU activities which have been eliminated
because of classification.

2. In view of the continuing importance of WFTU as one of the
leading Communist front organizations as well as the large audience
which Mr. Riesel's column reaches, the Director has asked that you
discuss this situation personally with Mr. Riesel and provide him with
the attached paper per his request.

3. The Riesel correspondence is also attached to this memorandum. ’

CORD MBYER, JR.
Chief
International Organizations Division

Attachments:
1 - Recent Activities of WFTU
2 Riesel Correspondence
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RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE WORLD FIZDERATION
. OF TRADE UNIONS

The sctivitian of e Werld ¥Feloretion of Trade Unlsns (WFTU)
d:ring Septambar demonstreted suew the flexdMlity of Comumunint suk.
versive tophniquas. In semme szens WIPTU saw {is tu adept & beld policy
o’ woriing opsaly wnder its own auspices or those of the Soviet Unlen,

de.atneted wabens ef fellow-travaliiag ualons in the {res world,

In Afrien, WITU publicly set 1220} wp 84 & contor for truining Afrien
trade wnisnists. Ou 1 September, e evghn of the po-called Hungerian
trade vaien, %ﬂ, reparied et 3 four-week sehoal for Adrican trade
walon lenders opsned Bhs provisus day in Budapest uader the spouser-
asip 6f WETYU. Thirty trede uxion leaders from ten Africes eountries
wore mald % be in sfiandants. The cosrees wiresved "ths struggle againet
colonisatien, Giesrels of the weorieras' «lase and the trade unisas in the
fight fer-matiossl indepandense, %o seovamit and seeln! prodleams of the
bas'owa pd eguxtries, the rele of trads walems In scclal (nsurnase, as wull
29 . . . Bhe At for truda wnien rights, . . . and the fight for peacs aad
seity. ” In on apparent move 38 28z asgtusn s haand over the development
of African trads wnlens, WYTU (s remared 40 e supplying funda tarough
ies Duropesa sffiliates @ Africas aniecs for fhe purpose of estadlizhing
indlgenous Jaber trataiag seheels. The emphasis on ths identity of WFTU
with the aagl -colondal struggle s oo inevensingly suscasslul line {n the
underdevelaped countries. B puid off haadumnaly for WFIU ia July whan
e constituait smmgress of lragl trade walons veted te slfiliate t» WITU,
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j In Adla, the principal WPTD efforts have been behind the seeees,
‘ sparatiag through the Sovist sad Chinese puppet trad¢ unien erganisations.
| In May s Communiot-sponsesed Pusific Dotk Workers Cenforence was hold
| tn Tokys. Io additien 4o the et All-Jagan Hearber Werkers Unien, which
E acted a8 host, represestitives froz Canada, e United Sintes, Australis,

' Cambdodia and ths VESR wevs in sttandange. Harry Bridges of the Wast
Canst Intsrnationsl Longeheranen and Warehsusemens' Union was s kuy
fiyurs. The Cenference veied 2o esiadlich an Interna tisnal Harbor Warkars
Information Canten 08 00Tve 35 & laipen eonter for wniaze which partis-
pated in the May senference. The nifice spened an 1 August and La terpar -
arily housed tn 9o bendquarters of the All-Japan Harbor Werkers Unlen,

%

while {n ethars 8 contirusd 0 work bahind-the-scenes thrsugh Communint
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NEW YORK MIRROR [/eF237)

DAILY AND SUNDAY

235 EAST 45TH STREET
NEW YORK 17.'N.Y.
~ MURRAY HILL 2-1000

October 8, 1959

Mr, Allen W, Dulles, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Allen Dulles:

I haven't written because of what must have been tremendous pressure
on you and your time in the past few months. ' :

I received your letter the morning I arrived in Paris. On that day
the newspapers carried the first stories on Khrushchev's planned
visit to the United States, '

Now that the smoke has settled behind that little boar, perhaps I
could get from you a page or two, with guotes, on what the World
Federation of Trade Unions did during %%e Chairman's mission to
Washington and points west,

With warmest personal regards,

Yours,

J Aéfx
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Victor Riesel

VR:
P.Silp I em certain that by this time you have been briefed on Khrushchev's
session with the labor leaders in San Francisco. If ever this man
revealed the real Khrushchev, it was at that dinner. It was a study in
contempt and disdain,
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SENI?ER WILL CHECK CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM

UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL | | SECRET

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

NAME AND ADDRESS

INITIALS

C/10

ACTION DIRECT REPLY

PREPARE REPLY

APPROVAL DISPATCH

RECOMMENDATION

COMMENT FILE

RETURN

CONCURRENCE INFORMATION

_SIGNATURE

e

Remarks:

25X1

Cord: The Director wants to be sure

and speak to you when he sees you

at 4:30 - 14 October 1959,

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO.

DATE

13 Oct 59
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