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. 21 June 1357
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Centrael Intelligence

~ BUBJECT: Comments on Letter of . V. A. Nekressoff

1, his memorandim is for  informetion only.
2. Momtim conoexnfmg tho tim‘h}g of' &mehing of the Sov:tetz

| Other Infcxmation, not so preclise, Indicates

I

That the USOR probably is capeble of lawching a satellite in 1957 and

gyybemam::rmtmmm 80 on JOY World Days or Speclal World
Be

3. The U. 8. community estimates that for prestige and peychologlical
facvors, the USSR would endeavor to be first in launching en earth satellite,

4. Regarding Mr. Nekrassoff's postulation, the seventeenth of
September 1957 fits the above statenments snd assessments very well for the
following, reasons:

a. The dote falls within the pnext few months,

b, Public relesses on the VANGUARD project lauvnching
its first satellite in 1958, if believed by the UBER, would
not chellenge their being first to do the job.

¢. The Russians like to be dramptic and could well
chooge the birthday of Taiolkoveky to accomplish such an
operation, especlally since this is the one hmdredth
a:miveraary of his birth,

5. In opposltian to the event occurring on 17 Beptenber 15957, this
date im not an T World Day, and no day in September is so designated.
Special World Days ere as yet undesignated.

6. 0OSI does not belleve the evidence to be sufficient &s yet for &
probability statement on when the Soviets may launch thelr first satellite.

ILLEGIE

Soientific Intelligence

Enclosure s
Itr to Nekrassoff from Quarles
w/lte to Quarles from Nekrasgsoff

ce: DIXX
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SUBJECT 2 Comments on Letter of Mre V.fA. Nekrassoff
1. ‘This memorandum is for infoxmation only.

2, Information concerning the timing of leaunching of the Soviet
first earth satellite is very sketchy. Data have been recently received

25

that the USSR probably is capeble of launching a satellite in 1957 and
mey be meking preparations to do so on IG& World Days or Spgcial World
Days.
. e
3. The U, S: commuity estimetes that for prestige and psychological
factors, the USSR would endeavor to be first in launching an earth satellite.

4k, Regerdiwg Mr. Nelorassoff's postulation® the sventeenth of
September 1957 £liss-the—pbove-gtebome 2 asCCooNT] -/
following reasons: et

’, a. The date falls within the next few months,
|
; b. Public releases on the VANGUARD project lauvnching

its first satellite in 1958, if believed by the USSR, would
not challenge their Tteing first to do the Jjob.

/ co The Russians like to be dramatic and could well
.- choose the birthday of Tsiolkovsky to accomplish such an
operation, especially since this is the one hundredth
axnnlversary of his birth.
fo B 05 hrencl . B
@//)_o =In-eppesition-to-the overt—cecurningeon 17 September 1957, his
Gase is not an IGY World Dey, and no day in September is so designated.
Special Viorld Days are as yet undes:.gnatede

6. OSI does not believe the evidence to be sufflclent as yet for a
pro?oabillty statement on vhen the Sovis v launch their £

25

Assista,n‘c Director
Scientific Intelligence
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L_Bescutive
F-~~  MEMORANDUMI_Z-¢ { 923

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY

6/20/57

MR. DULLES:

A letter from a long-time
acquaintance of mine (a former
colonel in the Czar's army and a
U.S. resident for many years).
May have some information of

interest.

D.A.Q.

€61020
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

June 20, 1957

Deax }1x. Nekrassoff:
1 ‘&pprebi&t&d your letter which just
“arrived and the enclosure dealing with early
Russian earth satellite technology. Many thanks
for your thoughtfulness.

o . I was alzu interested in the progress
you report on your book. 1 certainly wish you
every success in if.

With kind personal regards,
Sinmcersly.
DONALD A. QUARLES

Mr. V. A. Nekrassoff

, W2,
cc: Mr. Allen Dulles (CIA} - *““““‘“‘“"..g“?(j
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20, 4 very interesting review of the first steps in the development
of the ides ani its mechaniocal embodiment in the present form
of the 80 called "jet propulsed" flying machines can be fmnd in
the biogrsphy of s Russian, pro;incial (city of Kaluga) teacher
in mathematics, K.E. Taiolkeveky (1857-~1919-1935);: as far bsack as
in 1895 he had published & detailed description of his "oxtry-
terrestrial platforn® as a transfer station (”sutolltc'{of our
days), facilitating t;ho dispetch of his fantastic but Qtriotly
solentifically designed Jetepropulsed & ips on their interplane tary
voyages; in 1896 he had built the first "wind tumel®™ for his ewn
srodynamical experiments; in 1903 Tsiolkoveky hed published a
remarkeble memoir "The exploration of the expanses of the Universe
with Jet-propulud‘inatrumntl"; here he also propsunded a mw
idea of "multi-staged rocke ts™ comprising a series ef rockats
oporatiné successively and failing away as their Iulvil consumed
until the last remaining rocket will have the speed indispenssble
for overcoming the terrestrial foree of gravity. (See the jeurnal
*Scientific Review" for 1908, in Hussian).
Only in 1919 Psiolkoveky's scientific accemplishments have _
been officially and publicly recegnized and he izmodiately Ilca_/nl am‘qf/(dl«"’

@fjéf.éhdall[ltu'tod his amasingly productive ssctivities in scientifio
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researches, degigns smd constructions of various types of "rockets"
with different types of fuel. He becams a famous leader uﬁ
inspirer of the new dohool of Soviet scientists, research wor‘hrn
and engineers desling with the greatest velooities and distanoces,
entirely unheard of in the practical aviation of the past}

Thus more than 50 years ago K.E. Tsiolkoveky was " trus
originator and protsgonist of 2 now science=gstronasutics or cosmensutios
and its applications, It must be remembered that the first "westerns
words of this science we find in Framoe only in 1913 (Ro Bsnsulte
Welterie), in the U.8.A in 19141919 (Robert Goddard) and in

. Germany in 1923 (H. Oberth).

Then Tsiolkpveky died in 1‘955, detailed descriptions ef his
original works have been published in the U.3.3.R and in Germany,
but unfertunately at that time the public opiniom outside of the
U.9.S.R and particulsarly in the U,.S8.A was contaminated by the
sarcasm and scepticism directed against all-."Rnni.un priorities”
80 insistently and abundantly amounsed in the 3oviet press ..ok
Here was one of & few cases, when & good snd trup Soviet
information turned to be re jected and considered 8 a news unworthy of sny
attention for the Wstern opinion, as a plece of an insidious

clever propagenda of the U.S.5,R government c.o

[}
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Thus Tsiolkovsky's name can be found only in passing remarks
mentionsd in several books publiehed in sSnglané and in the USA
in 1936, 1946, 1951 as the name of one among several pionsers of
Jot~propulsed rockets, but there is not a single reference to
Tsiolkovaky's works &s far back as 1881, 1895, 1896 and 1903, On the
other hand looking through the all sclentific and technical 1iterature,
pertaining to the present world wide field of the Jeteprepulsed
marvels, we immediately find in it here and there exact reproductions of
ixetaohes, tables or formulas, published long ego in Buseian werks
of Telolkovaky!l

There oannot be any deubt, that in 1957,%)at the centenary (Sept.l7th)
of Tsiolkovaky's birth, the whole werld will see the realisatien of his
014 dresms of 16950 No matter Who will sucoeed in the firet interplane-
tary flying of the Jet-prepulsed satelite, bus the name of Tsielkevaky
should be forever radiated with honor and glery of this great human

exploration! Z%hus a human thought boran somewhere in an obsoure corner

of our Earth graduslly assumed a materialform and strength as & living 5 '
growing up incarnation of the innate human npirati” toward these
unlimited expanses ofc..infinity...of Bternityle. Nothing simpler, nothing
nearer won't do any good for ws, earthly, petty humen speciess And the

wholes world may see now "a celestial movemsnt", truly started frem our Barthige

. .
On July lst of 1957 sclentists of f1fty five nations will begin the

International Geophysiosl Year (J.8.Y.), lasting 18 months and intended
for a grandiose, collective study of our Barthas s whole by meansof instrumsats

extending our scientific knowledge far beyend the range of our simple, feabdle
2enses... Among such newest instruments are "the earth satelites™ to be

lamnched only by the USA and the USSR for the first tizs in the human
historyl V.N,
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