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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence) na'l/\ .

SUBJECT: Discontinuance of the CIA Foreign Radio
Frequency Usage Reference Facility

REFERENCE: Memorandum for DCI from AD/CR dated
23 November 1959, same subject

they cannot be carried out somewhere else, If the functions were
completely eliminated as 3 U.S. Government activity, DD/P interests

might not be adequately covered in future negotiations involving the
complicated problem of radio frequencies,

Richard M, Bissell, Jr, Y
Deputy Director
(Plans)
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF CENTRAL REFERENCE

23 November 1959
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT ¢ Disecntinuance of the CIA Foreign Radio
Frequency Usage Reference Faoility

1, This action memorandum contains recommendations in para, 9
involving ¢he USIB end the NSC,

2, In keeping with directives from the DD/I to effect cortain
reductions in OCR by June 30, 1960, we have coneluded that it is
preferable to eliminate s disecrete unit rathser than %o allccate ocuts
acrogss the board and thereby reduce further the operational eapabilities
of several units, Because the mission of the Radio Statlons Branch is
in nmany respects leas closely related to the main thrust of CIA -
sponsibilities, we have selested it a8 the unit to abolish in crder %o
save 30 people, .

3o The Radle Stations Branch ( RSB) was established in eariy 19ck
Bursuant to NSC 169, I%s mission includes the collestion and maintensnce

of a contralized mechine controlled file of information on foreign radie

frequency usage and radio stations particulars. Information regarding
volume of business, soures of requesis, and customer evaluation, ig
Summarised in (TAB #pw), .

bo 08I, for the purpose of possibly reconmending its dlsecontinuance,
has under review another function started pursuvant to NSC 169: the evelu-

. ation of the technical effectiveness of U.s, international broadcas{ing,

khile this evaluation function is related to the Radio Stations Branch
e
et

::‘\ -
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mission, its contimiance is not dependent on the existence of ESBo

So Liscussions with NSA, OCIB, USIR, and FOU have clearly indicated
that none is in a position %o aseept the transfer of this funstion do ito
Eagh is fased with the same problen we have in making reductions. NSA
did offer to acgept responsibility; provided we fumish and indefipnitely
support 10 analysta. Under this arrangement, we would need at lezat one
gdditienal in CIA to serve in ataff capacity, While this world geen Lo
gssure continuation of some servive, it would not ke s wholly satisfastory
arrengemento. Moreover, we would 3%11l hava to selest other functions to
which an 11 man cut eould be alloozted. In view of present COR man power
commiiments 4o ths testing of the MINICARD system and prospective work en
the ID/I automatic dats processing feastidlity study, we samot further
reduce our eperating units without serlougly disrupling ragulsr gervices
rendeved the commanity.

6o Since RSB was estsblished to inploment NSC 169, we do not feel
that the ICI should abelish i4 witbout notifying the NSC, NSC Astion 1510
¢ld reseind NSC 169, but did so asubjeet to the undergtanding that "Such
rescission is not, of 118212, intended %o eansel op changs ary of the
prograns suthorized or belng carricd out under NSC 269 6 o 0" TIn Tiew
of this wording, we believe that formsl NSC action ary not be reguired
but that notificaiion of intent to the Emeoutive Seeretary will suffice.

7o The RSB wag gsalgned o provide o gervice of eemmon comgorm 4m
& speclaliszed field; it has been so censidsered by the intelligense
communlly since 138 inception dsgpite lask of & ICID covering its

operations, Henze, we believe you should notify the USIB nexbers of
Plans to discontinue this service prior to going to the NSCo
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8o Transmittal of notification to the NSC should be via OCDM in
view of the ¢oordinating responsibility of that agency under NSC Action
1910 b (2),

9o Recommendations:

‘ a.o That DCI approve present CCR plans for discontinuing

the Radio Stations Branch at the end of the current -
fiscal year,

bo That DCY plase the draft memorandum for the Executive
Seeretary, NSCy, on the USIB agenda for noting and such
discussion as it miy evoke (TAB%BW),

€o That DCI then sign the draft and forward it to the

NSC wia OCDM,
PEUL A, BOREL, T
&szistant Diractoy
Central Reference
CONCUTRENCESs 4
T RANTT
il 2 5 NGOV 1959

TR

Yeputy Direzior {intelligence)
(o T,
Deputy Iirector (Flang]) s
Siened 27 NOV 1959
Veputy Direstor \Support}

8 JAN 1959
Lats
SIGNED

Divecior

The recommendations in paragrsph $ are approved,
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Paul A, Berel
Chairnan
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3 September 1959

Excerpte From Letters Received
From Users of IS8 service
MMM

25X1 2o ,| Director of Commnications/CIAs ke

the preparation of the various machine tabulation runs of the Inter-
national Frequency Registration Boardig draft plan for the High Fre-
quency Broadcasting Service, This date , .  has saved this, and other
interested government agencies, a very large number of man-hours in the
analysis of the IFRB draft plan and its effect upon the Uniteg States
broadcasting effort, In addition, the machine runs made possible meny

8- Roscoe C. Huggins, Colonel, Signal Corps, Commanding, United
States irmy Signal Intelligence Agencys “This is to eXpress our appre-
cilation for the services rendered by the Radio Stations Branch . ,
in fumishing timely raiio facilitice information. Since the inception
of this service, this agency has made considerable use of the product and
has found it to be invaluable in the preparation of certain telecommnica-

only method available t5 us prior to your consolidation of the information,
This agency has a candinuing need of this valuable service and wighes to
acknowledge our sincere appreciatica for your splendid cooperation,®

9> Offiece of Naval Intelligence, e artment of the Navys w1
believe that the Radio Stations Branch |1’acil:§.ty has tremendous

25X1 potentisl as an intelligense research “ool, especially if it can have
£ull and unrestricted azcess to the data of all our naticnal security
agenciego®

[
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20 Io B, Eﬁkﬂdg@, Rear Ammlp U.8. Coast Glm!"d, Chiaf. Office
of Operationss "Your agency recently performed a most useful gservice
in connection with the Loran=C Radionavigation System program in the
kuropean area, This PIOEram o o was undertaken to meet an urgent
requirement of the Department of Defense for an sccurate radionavigation
system in certain strategically-important aress . o o Your agency made
8 very substantial contribution by recording and analysing monitoring
data submitted bty the U,S, Nevy and the Loaat Guard.® .

Lo To Mo Peterson, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Depart-
ment of the Nawy: ®The dadio Stations Branch provides a service which is
not obtainable in the organised, ccaplete, and detailed form in any other

o wo Bctivitys In the future; we would be most appreciative if particular
attention could be paid to building up greater breadth of data in the

~ go Arthur L. Lebel, Acting Chiel; Telesoremnications Livision,
Dep t of Stater "It is desired %o express appreciation to the
Agency for the part played by its representatives in the Radio Stations
Branch in preperation of the analysis Bf a large anount of riecellanecus
mond tor d&tg o®
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23 November 1959
MEMORANDUM FORs Executive Secre
National Security Council
vIA + Direstor of Civil and Defense Mobilization
SUBJECT ¢ Foreign Radio Frequency Usage Reference Fasility

o In view of our current priorities and the need for effecting
personnel and budgetary cuts, I have concluded that this Agency cammot
contime to operate its forelgn radioe frequency usage reference fagiii-
ties (the Rddio Stations Brangh) organized pursuant to N5C 168 (rescinded
by NSC Agtien 1910),

2o Ve have discussed a proposal to discontinue this sarvica at
the end of the @urmnt fiscal year with the major user spencies and
with the United States Intelligence Board, While a1l ﬁntamﬁeﬁ
agencles would 1ike this astivity %o be econtinued, none is $n »
position to téke it over,

3o CIA itself a@mmmrfor L% of the demands made on the Badie
Sta‘kig:m Branch, Outside of Cl4, the largest users are the National
Security Ageney (182 of requests levied), the United States Information
Agency (1Lf), and the Office of Civii and Cefense Mobilization (8%),

Lo Inmy cpinion, the d;ie@cn‘%iman@e of our pregrams in the field
of radio frequensy ussge, while undesirable, wiil be less harmful than
would an equivalent reduction of other programs of this hegeneyo I sm
prepared te adjust Cia bPrograms t¢ reduce, if not eliminate, present
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dependence on the Radio Staticns Lranch, and hope other users may do
likewise,

5S¢ Iam forwarding this memorandum thr_ough the Director of Civil
and Defense Mobiligation in view of his eoordinating responaibilities
under NSC Aetion 1910,

Allen ¥, Dulles
Director

Sel«fol<F
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23 November 1959

MEMORANDUM FORs Executive Secre
Naticnal Sesurity Council

VIA 8 Direetor of Civil and Defenge Mobilization
SUBJECT s Foreign Radio Frequenty Usage Reference Fazility

i, In view of our current priorities and the need for effocting
personnel and budgetary cuts, I have concluded that this Agency camnot
eem:ﬁ,me to operate its foreign radie frequency usage reference fagili-
ties (the Radio Stations Brangh) organized pursuant to NSC 149 (rescinded
by NSC Action 1910),

2o We have discusged s proposal to discontinue this service at
the end of the eurrent fiseal year with the major user sgencies and
with the United States Intelligence Board, While sli intereated
agencies would like this ativity ¢o be continued, none is in a
position to take it over,

3o CIA itself secounts for W% of the demands mads on the Radie
Stations Branch, Outside of CIA, the laryest users are ¢he Nationai
Sccurity Ageney (18% of requesis Jevied), the United States Information
Agency (1l@), and the Offiee of Civil and Lefense Mobilization (9/‘5)0

Lo In my opinion, the dizsontipmansze of our programs in the field
of radio fzﬂequency ussge, while undasirablie, will be lenx harmful, than
would an equivalenﬁ reduction of other programs of this Agency. 1 zm

prepared to adjust ClA brograms to reduce, if neot eliminate, present
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dependence on the Radio Stations Braneh, and hope other users may do

under NSC Action 1910,

S.E"CBR-—EQ
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Dulles
/]

Just before you left for Florida you said

you wished to take this matter up at your Deputies'

Meeting when you returned.

v

FMC
30 December 59

(DATE)
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