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Attached for your information sre coples of
letters furnished by Faul Johnston, who wes of
tie opinfon their similarity was more than
coincidental,

Hr. Johnston has been informed that copics
are being passed to the FBI, as the agency of
vrimaxy interest in such mstters,

Assistant to the Director

Attach, « 2

0/DCI; lekt (28 Nov 55)
Distribution:
061 -~ Addressee
TP vie Reoading
1 - VML
.t~ ER

DOSUMENT RT, -
RO GHANRE W DL

Approved For Release 2002/05/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000500480010-8 .




A SR T1-83918 Ja

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

MoV 5 1955

Mr. S. Paul Johnston
2 East Sixty-Fourth Street
New York 21, N. Y.

Dear Paul:

I appreciate your undated note
and the copies of the letters you
enclosed the other day.

Since, if these letters are
indeed more than plain coincidence,
it would te a little out of my
bailiwick, should like to pass
them to our FBI liaison provided
you have no objection.

ZFAithfully.

STAT

W es

Director STAT

ILLEGIB
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~" 31 October 1955

The attached came in for the Director
today from Mr. Paul Johnston. Do you wish to
handle, or shall it be given to the Director?

AT
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S. PAUL JOHNSTON
2 EAST SIXTY-FOURTH STREET
NEwW YORK 21, N. Y.
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Mr. S, Panl Johnston

Dear Mr. Johnston:

As an seronauntical engineer, ocurrently doing. greduete work .
here at Cornell University, I have become gquite interested in
the technical history of aviation. On several occssiénssDr.

T, P, Wright has been sble to help me out by furnishing

"

recollections or materiml he has séquired covering srwwy 6P -
current interest to me, or by suggesting others who might de
able to assist me. ) S

In this last category, he suggested that I refer several ques~
tions regarding the Japanese phase of the U, B, Stratesie
Bombing Survey to you. If you eonld help me in amy weyy .or e
suggest anyone who might, it would bde greetly aprreciated.

- As you know, the reports on the ineividual evmeerns in the
Japanese aviation industry ere the single best source of
material on these companies setivities, and as yon also may
know, these revorts have long been ont of print. pefére re-
producing them, since they wonld de of considersdble uvse to
me, I am meking e number of efforts, commereially apd otherw.
wige, to loecte a set. If you inow of anyome he ng a set of
these twenty revorts that they are not using, and sight be
willing to pert with, I would be happy to hesr of them. o

: 4180 there are a mumber of 1llustrations of aireraft and Pro-

f duction lines, or the remsins thereof, in these reports which

: ere of special interest. These are cases where other vhotos
of the eirplane or the plant seem to be non existant- or at
best very poor in comparison. Do you kmow if it would be
rossible to borrow or otherwise obtain photographiec prints of
these photos from any individual or egency? If you Xnow of any
of the people working for you on this job who nay have taken
additional photos of the Japenese airsoraft or plents, I wonld
also be interested in contacting them.

Any help you ean give me along these lines would be more than
welcome.

I

Sthosrard vovea,

i
Hi/ea l
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Mr. Puxl Jounson

c/o Imstitute of Aeronawtical Scienses

2 B, Ghth Street » y
New York, N.Y,

Dear ¥y, Johnson;

Ihﬁqnluabngﬁnuthmm”otmld.ﬂn
that I drop you a line \

Japansse aireraft in hopes thet you may be able to offer a few

1sads and notes based an your experisnses with the Stretegie

4 1ittle background on my inberest.... I am a "bug® on Japanese
griation, particularily in the WII period., I have surremtly,
probably the largest and most eamplete Japansse collectiom in

the West in private hands. Curremtly I have two projects « one,
long %erm, is "The Book" (uImcanit)vhichintinIhm
umm-mmuouqmwnm»-um, ,
ahorttmxlon‘:datouantth over » month sway) is e series
of four to five icles ecimissioned by the British nagasine
;;tsr.mmw entitled "Japanese Aeronsutisal Developments 1940

In both cases the data sontained in the "Strategie Bombing Survey*
reports weuld be invalusble to me, I have tried, not m:fo

to obtain a set of these reports from numerous goverment uenoio:
and have to date only been sble to locate 2 reporis, I do have
the uwse of them in a locsel lidrary, but this is very restricting
tenaslmghntbm‘s.nhﬁv@lmmur :
writing, ete, I would certainly sppreciate any leads you oould
offer me in loecating a set.., or ay individual reports,

- A second, and immediate need is photo that I ean use.
articles, If you still have :lv Mnta‘:m Japansse 01:@:;%"
m«ummmmatm«apmnummwu
buy, borrow or trade other material for them - and use them in
print (with full eredit of course), I realise that a mwber of
yoears have elapsed sinee this meterial was in general circuletion
80 it's only on a hunch that I make this request st all, In ay
eveny 1'd appreciste any belp st all on this,

Inclidently, m rbaps you have a historical interest in Japansse
aviation, and if s0 my eollection is open $0 you st anmy time,

If there 1s any perticular Phass of this that you are interested
in I'11 be glad to track it down and soe vhat I've got on it,
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While Itve the chance I'd 1ike %o sdd a few words of pivise

on the stragztgh Reporte themselves, Other then their intended
purpose of revealing the extemt of the bombing damage m_ta, ete.
they are a really invaluable historlsal work, The notes on the '
individuel maufacturer’® historiesl development, and the M‘W
figures of airersft prior to the war pariod make them cbe of the
scle sources of data in s period of Japenese svistion that is not
chronicled in any other Western soures, I have had the fertunate
sdvantage (luck you might eall it) to have socess ¢o sme of 4he
original manufacturer's records and hy eross chesicing with these
Japanese recerds end the USSES resards have bem dle to gitalog
an extensive listing of Japanese produetion.

The results of this arass checking of Japanese and Ameriess Techrds
has §iven the UBSBS reports about a 98K scoursey rwvord o enough
to really impress me with the pedantis sccuracy of these reports.
As these were probably prepared in the typiesl Amerisem "I need
them yesterday" styla, and the feet thet the teams were probably
pressed for time, the record is all the more amasimg, -

- o

STATOTHR

sinep !!2"[; o y
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