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| It 1s worth noting, for its bearing on later events, that this lstter,
1ike the record of Lensing's recent talk wigh Ishii, mede no ‘@i{}a of eny
participation by the British or the French in such an undertaking, -

After sending the letter on to the President, lamsing replied to Kewman

5 - ;
'?{L‘ P

that ha/‘had read 1t with apecialiinﬁﬁnt "because it comes frmmhiéheﬁt
euthority in America on Ruseia," He wes naﬁ sure, he said, of thg wisdom of
intervention in Siberia, but he was gratifieg t; find "that your reaction to
the confusion of the situation is very similar to my own ..."” He could sssure

Kennan

ess that the subject is receiving very oereful consideration
both as to the policy and se to the physical difficulties of
transportation, which on account of lack of ships in the Pacific

are very great, 38/

In the perticular nattez; of a poseible econmmic commission, prenm-é. on
the Administration was now beginning to go beyond mere expressions of opinion
and to apesume organizatiopal forms, We haw already noted thet the end of May
weg precisely the time when the "Iéugm to Aid and Cooperate with Russia" was
threstening moet seriously to become sctive and to generate ideas and proposals
.of its own -- e prospeot alwaye alaruing to the men around Wilson, In sddition
to this the War Trade Board, under the able management of Mr, Vance locmtck,
4 appvinted on Hay_ 21 & three-men committee (om- of the members wee Mr, John Foster

Dulles) to chart out a progrem for the resumption of weconomic dealings with

3%/ George Kemman MSS, Library of Congress, Box 8,
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Council a”nhd to President Wilson "to apprm tho policy here ucmtuﬂ!d
snd thus t':ouble 1t to be omm into offect before it is too m ”2&/

: l!dod by ﬂaading to the Presiﬁent on' m momoon of' July 3 shortly bﬁfm
Lmins ‘s. ;bone osll about thc Czech aeféum of erccstok. The time d hel—
sion had now’ ;m-.uy mivoa. f.uu choice -~ to the rroamont at hist -~ now
;nmd reaaombly olear. E . _ .

m pext day vas the Fourth of‘ WJuly, .uu one of thn hottaat. There was en
'Wﬂu ta Mount V,rnon on ths Prﬁdentia‘.l ywht , THE KA!!’LM!. Mh the
President anl Lanﬂiuz were abonrd The other m»tn included a uu-boz- of repre-
l!utat:lves of various foreign language groups ‘a the Unitod States, It wes under-
stocd that the President would make a :)noh at Mount Vernon, and it wvas thought
by meny thet he might use this as en ocossion for mmming his ypzsim vith
.:Qapect to Ruuia. | | | |

Hnson was courteous enough te his gnuts , and tried to make then fool at
hote in th- face of the sveltering heat, But ve may assume that both be and ’
Lensing had their minds rather on Si‘oerian matters than on the atoaning ‘Banks
of the Potomso past vhich they moved, At scme time during the course of that
_ day, .mther before or after the excmion, Lansing found the lelsure to drev
‘;P a memorandum for tb“ President on the Siberian queetion, - It was to aé.'é?’mz
sive recomu;dation. The seizure of Yladivostok by the Cuolw » and their success
in vestern Siberia, had "materially changed the situation,” gp wrc':%e;, “py intro-

d\wing & _aentinntal ohunt into the qunatﬁion ot“ our duty,” 'nure m now an

28/ Forelgn Relatiops, 1918, Russiam, Vol. II, op,gits, P 2h6; from Frazier's
T Yelegrem to SBCTATE, July 2, midnight (pp. 2h1-246).
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American raapouttbxuty to aid them, 5. proposed that a aupyl:r of arms

be
' "Ont t0 the Czech eontw in Vla&ivoltok,_‘m that "sose” troopc lbﬂ

ing thew,
- -Germen. &nd mian prisom.—of-m who, ‘no tnderstood, wers opposing

| 1
, &iding the Czechs was, umr nu. s &8 entireely dirtorent thing from 1!1““'1! ng

v‘gatfairt , should be made st once, A puceful coamission of mprosentatim ‘of

following es clossly sa possible, with dus regard to safety, the Czem-umks
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\ ing" the
“3‘ te. mm them in policing the ruu-aq,,m in Bisarming end ﬁaperﬂ ng

on other zrounds. Evon though some Aurican forces were sent, one mm ‘have to

of
rely om J‘ma to supply thn bulk of the muhite forces, The mament

1
the 1ntention, apd the resdiness to refrun from inmterfering in Rusaian interns

various phuen of soototy, "to~wit, morsal, miuntrm, commercial, ttauncial and

sgricultural,” ' ghould de sent snd should proceod vestvard frem Mivoatok

"

Ite fipal destination and function aho\n.d depend on 1its m“’“m,‘?’ t.h Rualim.
people amd on the military resistance enowmured._j/
Lansing's menmorandum ves praambly sept to the President on the morning

of Friday, the Sth, Later that day the President phonsd and said he wished to

- see Lansing, Beker, Secreﬁry of Navy Joaephus Daniels, and General Merch at

two olslock on the 6th, The meeting took place that S8aturday afternoon, as
scheduled, in #n upper rooa of the wnite Eouse, with Admiral Benson slso ettend-
{ing. "After we had ... leatad ournlvu, somevhat in order of rank,” Genersl

March later recorded, ”ths President entered the room with a psd in hie hard,

" and taking & position standing and fecing us, ... read from his pld his v;ewa

R f__Q/ Lapneing MSS, cit,, Diery Blue ﬁmu, Box 2,

| Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDP80R01731_R000500560005-5




Approved F‘Release 2002/01/30 CIA- RDP80R0161 R000500560005-5

KivwAN i1/3

that afternoon it davned on ianeing that the Jepanese would imoei itely tell
e oM Allied gemn-mu about the Asericsn spproach and that great m

ment wald emaue ity im tha mesntine, they had Lear] nothing directly fm

Weshington, He at omce exposed mgg m‘“\’notiw in 8 nate to the P—m&iﬁan‘b}/

‘ lul obtained ihe ilatter's ayprml to hie ap%riung the hitinh fremh lﬂ
Italiaurc_pvoy', in stricteat confx&ame, « vhat had Zeen decided, ™is was
dore the ollowing ﬁamims (Tussday, Juw.s) + in three oepirnti wwm &t

the Lepartment of Stste.2/ ¥o record of ther:»w: intnrvim te availsble, There
1:5 reestn to baslisve that the reacthn of I-ord ferding, in particulsr, was one
of outraged sstonisiment, partly over the masner 1u vhich the doc_u”n hed ‘teen

‘Saken, partly ‘because of Laneing's studiel smbiguity ebout the jurf: the western
ﬁiliu were to take in the proposed sctiom,

in early afTternoon there was & Oabinet masting, Remeining arur the others
had leit, leneing told the P‘res!éenﬁ of Beeding's reaction, ib‘m e, &vidcntly,

Wore irritated by it, (Wartine strain :ni weariness was, by this time, breeding
iis characteristic ssperities., Wilson snd m%i Secretary of State had bvtﬁ now
worked tnemselves into & high state of luspiciﬁn of British lnatinu»aml rae;nt-

- ®ent of British pressures in the Stberisn problem,) NWot lonz urtar Lensing hed

Mmd to his desk at the State Jepayiszent the fhree Allied arwaﬁm {the other

tvis clainly marshalled by Heading for tmé vurpose) appeared in 2 hody, dewimg

to know

rs, Vol 1I, opeeit., PR 372-373.

2/ lLersing WSS, po,oit., Desk Diary,
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vhether the Allfed Jovermments wers not i take part in the

: tauul laniinz of troops et Viadivostok or vhother it was

" our [4,e. the fmsrican] purpces te confiwe the snteririse to
Jvm and American troope,

Lanaing wnl ed that he hed never discussed ths matter with the President
and ceuld see no object in doing #0 until Japanece rnproval had een chiaired,
at vhich time the Tnited Btates sovermment would bs xlad to consult with the
western "llies, Charp exchanies enansd, Lemein; cherged that in failing to
sonsult the 1llies the 'mericens were onig doing what had hreen é"l? to then-

2elves on many occazione, Feeding found ihilm statement offensive; and he
{nslsted thas the Allfes ought to participete in the initial lending, To this
lensing rinlisd

»se thut this seemed to me rether a metter of national pride snd

sentiment thep 8 prectical quentioni shet I could not understend

wvhy this subject should be raised snd that it showed L0 me the

wisdap oF the course which we hed iszken im not coneulting 211 the

Allied Govermments before we had scted as spparently there would

have een delay in discusaing the detuils ... 3/

it 1z imposeible to note this nagssege vithout draving sttention to the
dxtruerdimry workings of the merichin mind In matters of inter-Allied relations,
For six monthe the Allled sovermments hsd plesded with the United States govern-
went to inin them in same sction relsting to Siberis and bed refrained, most
relucrantly, 7ros sction of their wwm vhile they waited for the United States
to make up ite mind, Yow Washingtom, heving nede ite own Ascieiom without com-

:-:ultin,,gtmx; vas determiped to mct with utmost pmlpitation. Two days was

oven toc short & tima and the need for Losta wme cited ae justification for not

s} L AR

4/ Forela Telsyi 18, Fuesia, Vol. 1I, op,eit., Pp. 269270,
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conimlt!ag the Allles at nll. Bt byond mt, one crrmnt Tail to note Miﬁﬁ‘ﬁ

W 5“?—"!‘5“ rejection of the Briti.h view a! = ﬁantiuentul" ap. Five dapn

betore, in Craving wp his om smorantum for the ?vesmtnt on t?"e ri\”ﬂ"rmn ques-
tion, Imivzg@?; had ,J\nnfiod the ertire change of fmericen peliﬂ‘;f by the proposi-
‘tiom that the seizure of Viad!voetos by the Czechs "had meterially chamged the
situstion by mtrodﬁeing e gentimgntal element into the question of ~u~ duty. b/
The July < deefsion had cited "sentimentzl srounds” ss dictating the American
sction, WNow Lanaing complained rrenisely thet Feading’s attituie was & guttfr
of sentiment. More than once, in this scrimonmicue conversstion, he nmﬁ to
this chawge, "I was not anmaﬁ " he uu,

to consider the sentimental phase hut only the expedient li&l of

the gueetion. ... I thought expediency should control and thet ir

sxpedierce war opposed to British participetion that, to oy mind,

Gﬂdeii 5‘&[, e .

Sentiment, when it cams to determining American sctiomai expedience, vhan it came

o juiging the behavior of .Auaricar’a £1lies -~ this is the principle that sppears

®© Tlov from lLensing's reactions on this occasion. |

Lord Mading was, for obvious ressoms, unappeesed by Lansing ‘e position,
“itn dirﬂculty he was ﬂltraimd s the following dey, from t.lh!mphim; to his
Zovermmert A stinging 'ropm-t. on the matter vhich, the President considered, would
have pede & zo0d deal of tro‘u&»la‘.j/ tyen without this report, the irritatiom
in lopdon wes intense, Jithout delay, m: the 10th, the &'iguh gmmﬁ
1Y ;‘ee mbm;_, p. XVIIL/20-21 {italics are mine).

j/ Lane ing M58, m_g'.., Desk Diary, &’uly 10,
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Russie
' Thie contains ibe poliey of the United St.e:ani:‘ :: e
| y follow, Wasch your steps you e vel
L O et ¥ ' emite, 0ol bless you and good-bye,
on ezge hoaded wvith dyn N

This order was gubstantially the enly vuliticsl zuidance Genersl Lraves H
wog aver 10 receive in the prosulgation »f his intensely delisate apd cmpw‘
t;“t:\ aission, That it was, evén et the time i_t was presenteé to him, utterly
imm\uaw to its purpose, that it was atnl further out of dste by the tlme he

hd b ) = H c l ‘ﬁ —wﬂa 3

-~ - : 4 d it “&.th :
ve \ ] him‘ ﬁe wc‘m‘
ﬁQ L v lﬁ I'elﬁ ¢ U e‘ .em m”r t,t_,- ’kﬁﬂe o9 C Rrrﬁd t,

!‘i'.BL a2 hads Y_ - .

i ldiers pormelly vear
tioning and religious reverence vhich auﬂmg 80
that unguest

: i are he would eling
jrectives Trom suprene suthorisy, Fer one and & half ye
for direc

; i 1n £1lied colleagues
of it with & gtunborrmaess tpat would arive hie #
t-; the letter i

8 i ‘t.ag tc ﬂeapﬁ'r‘ he wgild .’er (_"eas. t"‘:) r'ga!'(i w‘§ 71 ba IQ“II 'w_
[ 4 m v mV "-‘

on

3;/
A A

K . ! ' l
.

Alro om
§ to go aehors.
pritish forces eryived in Yiadivostok and beygan
nese end tis

2 é

Lo daspattsh 10
ted the Comaanding Jensrel in the opilippines
' pepertmert direc

o ————— ———"

‘ i werned ogainst
/ to Polk of July 31, Lans ing, then mx:z:':;m o eard,
_1}.-/ o e ta t as commander ot thg Siverian @ 5 ey R
Lo "neg not the tect and 4iplomscy vee to dae han e
ne said, that Sraves . ;he Commend ing Ofticer rncfuire T o tais  inie
ety ‘ifu?;?um‘ op,ci o) Pleinly, 0 need wes P
tery sbility. . pecit
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