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The Central Intelligence Agency has perrtleipated in discussions
concerning the lsunching of an earth satellite which wes approved in
KSC Directive Wo. 5520. This first satellite will be prizerily z re-
search wehicle, but since it 1s to be lsunched 28 a2 pert of the
national effort in commection with United States participastion in the
Internationr]l Geophyslcal Year, it will have substaniisl psychologi-
cel warfare benefits to this country, In addition, it is expected
that 2 wealth of basic dates wlll be derived from the first satellite
which will be inwvelunable in the subsequont development of true recon-
naisgance srtellites in which CIA obviously hes » vital long~term ine
terest.

It is belleved that this project is not justified as 2 purely
wilitary venture, and that in vlew of its cold wer aspects and poten-
tial intelligence benefits it is appropriste for the Central Intelli-
cence Agency to participste in its financisl support. Current plans
provide that the satellite vehicle will be lsunched somatime during
vhe period 1 July 1957 to 31 December 1958, A substantisl portion of
the cost wlll be incurred during the current PMscal Year. Subject to 25X1
the rpproval of the Buresu of the Dwiget end the availability of
funds, I propose that CI2 participate in the finrneial sapport of this
project as follows:
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