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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ' j 4
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. /

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

2T )

The Honorable ¥, J, Lawton
Director

dureau of the Budget
washingten 25, D, C,

Dear ifr. Lawton:

Reference your letter of § Nowember 1950, Subject:
" 2lanning for continuity of operations under emargency
conditions", This letter was not received in ay office uatil
23 Noveamber 1950, and thersfore an earlier reply was not
possible,

The question of the location of this agency on the
baais of decentrslization, dispersal, or in the centrasl area
has besn thoroughly considered, togethsr with all questions
raised in your letter, After due consideration, it is my
recommendation that CIA be dispersed to an area cutside of
Washingten, The reason for this is that the day-toeday relation-
ship with other intelligence agenoies of the Government, the
Hational Security Council, and the President, is such that de~
eentralisstion eould not under these circumetances be condidered,
On the other hand, the functions assigned to this agensy are of
such vital importance that location in the cantral ares, with
the prespect of complete destruction, is obviocusly impossible,

In considering the relative priorities of the various
organizational units of this agency, I have coms to the conclusion
that the cbjective with regard to the dispersal of UIi asetivities
must be to disperse the entire agenoy. Fach organizational seg-
mont is essential to the production of both current and long-range
national intelligence estimates and should be relocated as a com~
plete unit,

4% most, the sgency will require from 5,000 to 10,000
square feet of space in the central area for prompt and efficient
1isison to other intelligence agencies, The oversll spsce reguire-
msnt to house this agenoy on the basis of a dispersal plan will be
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Aetion has already been taken to protact the vital
recorde of this agency and provision is now bein; made for the
protection of such specislised squipnant zr» may be required in
the event of a surprise attask, Further, interin measures
have besn taken to sssure sontimuity of operations in the svent
of & devastating sttack without warning snd, also, delegation
of eommend authority,

Lertain of the information which you reguasted in
regand to organisationsl units and personnel have heen omitted
from thie letter, Howsver, this information will be nade availe
sble verbally by 7 whom I designated a3 the
Gis representative in connection with this matter in my letter
of 5 Decenber 1950,

it is my sincere hope that the selection of a specific
site and construction of necessary bulldings may begin o an
early dats,

25%1
Sinoerely,

5/

CALTER B BEFTH (Caom pleallos
14

Jirecior

sa (/9 Dee. s2)

ce: Gourtesy Z
Signer (2)v 2
Asst, to the Dep, for Adm,
Dep. Dir, for Adm,
Centrsl Records
Emerg, Plan file

MIM (2) -3 -
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