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UORANDIM PORt  Exeoutive Secrelary
Mational Security Couwneil

SUBJECT : CIA Cemments on HGC 140/

1, The suhject psper has been reviewed bty this Agency and found
to be in eonsonence wiih the intelligence now available to us axcept
for one minor point mentlomed below in paragraph 2 a. In =y opinion,
the Subcommittee is to be highly commended for the guality of its
voport gad the unique pontribution it makes to ouwr understanding of
the nation's defense provlem, It amply justifies efforts that have
gone into it and to my mind suzgeats the advisability of similar attacks
on other difficult questions requiring the blending of operational and
intelligenos information into "net” estimates,

2. I have mly two ccomentbs as to the substence oi the repori:

a. ¢n page 8, in paregraph S of the Discuselon, it is stated
tha s :

Ty o o In mid=1953, the USSR will probably possess
about 1,000 mediuwn bombers of the Tiel; type (come
parabls to 0.5, B=29)e Hy mid-1955, this nunber
may he immd o about 1’100. s » &t

Since this portion of the paper was preparcd, furider evidence has
cane to light which has caused us Iow to estimete that the Soviet
yton has over 1,600 of thess planss at the present time axi is
producing them at the rate of about 35 per month. Since the muber
o TU-Lts assumed to take part in attack is well below 1,000, in
the period mid-1953 to mide1955, the conclusicne of %3¢ 1h0/1 ave
in no way affected by this revisiony but it might e polnited cub
that any dovbte ss to whether the Soviet medium bouber fleet is
safiiclent to ensble the Soviet LongeRange Air Force o expend
planes relatively plentifully in one-way nissions, zre pretiy well
dissipated.

b. In oxder to kesp the proulem within menageavle 1imits,
feneral Ldwards' Subconmitiec based its calewlations on the "best
estimate" fipure as to Soviet atomic bomb stockpile. As pointed
oub in GBe36, NSil-i, &nd elsewhere, this madian fjpure is never )
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civon eoteept in eonjunciion with gpger man Ll
1 per cent or minus 33 1/3 per oenl Tuspeuiiveis
honld be borne i mnl thet by 30 Juse 1955, Wk .
have & stodagils w to twlos as larpe as thal wren
2o the calewlations n MU Li0fl, Again Lals coes
renaet. It merely means el fhw seaulfuie of e SeRR
vility envisared therein for mid=1955 mlght be oruases o
reduped, or advancel or delayed By & yoar of SOTC.
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