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HEMORANINY FORs THE BECHUTARY UF DEFANSE

SUSIECT s Zequest Iraea Joint Consressional “ameittes on
Atomic Enersy

1. Senator Brien ioMahon, Chairman, Joins Sonressiongl Lot
2itiee on Atomio Znergy, has requested a eopressnsive estingle on
Suviet cepabilities "to impair, prevent, or {rustrate tie delivery
of atomic weupons to targets insids the ussue,

2. This agency, with the assistance of the dgpartneatal intel~
ligence organisations, is willing to underteke the preparatdon of the
nocessary esllmute, which we believe is desirable to insure Congression~

/ 3. lowsver, Senator Velahon's request uecessliaies an appraisal

/ of Soviet defensive capabilities in terms of Y. 8. offonsive capabili-

/- ties, and thie can only be done with the cooperation of tho Jeapons
Systems Evaluation Group Lecause of iis recent gperational analyses

-~ 4n this field.

iy,

. i

L. Therefore, I request your suthorization for ua Leapons
Systens cvelustion Sroup to participate in this project, 9he finished
product wiil be issued s & national estimate with the same lizided
distriluiion as that reeently given to the report on the Joviet atoalc
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The Honorabls Brlsn sciahon
Uhatrman . —

Joiot Commitites on Atomic ‘nersy
{pngresse of the United Atates
Ymghincton 25, D. C.

Dear Hr. Chalrman

Thank you for your letter of 22 January 15951 in
which you request a report on Soviet capabilities <o
counter the delivery of U, 8. antomiec weapons, An
entimate of this scope will require the participation
of the Yeapone Systeme Zvaluation Jroup of the Deparis
pent of Tefense, which T have requested, This igzency
is willin: to undertake the responsibility of prepara-
tion and of bringin: the sstimste intc the curreant
schedule of intelligence production, This will take
some Lime as a detallaed study will be necessary, but
I believe we can kave A satisfactory astinmate ready
for you by Aprili 1.

Your letter alse reguests information as to the
bagkground of ihe sesi-annual report which was recently
duliversd to you. Sinece this informaiion ic of a very
sengitive nature, I have askad ¥, %alter Plorahelimar
o dlseuss with you infarmally the best means by whleh
it can be transmiited to you.

#ith kindest resards, I anm

dincsrely,
- 25%1
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