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MEMORANDUM FOR: DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
THROUGH 3 DEPUTY DIRECTOR (PLANS)

SUBJECT ¢ Us S. Priscners of War Remaining in
Communist Custody,

REFERENCES &+ Memo fm C/S, USAF, dtd 16 Mar 18,
Subje. as above,

b. Memo fm Assistent Chief of Staff, G-2,
D/A, dtd 1L Aug 'S3, Subje “Post
Korean Armistice Planning for Covert,
Clandestine, and Related Activities,"

1. Reference a., contains a request from Chief of Staff,
USAF that CIA underfake to locate, identify, snd recover U,S,
Priscners of War still in Communist custody,

2. This request is in most respects identical with
reference b., which was received last August from the Assistant
Chief of Staff G-2, D/A.

3e The FI Staff has had a long standing requirement for
information of this type, but so far has not obtained any
worthwhile intelligence in thls regard,

be It is believed, as you are no doubt aware, that CIA
has 1little or no operational capabllity to recover personnel
from those areas in which POW's are being held in Manchuria,
China, or the Soviet Union. In almost all such areas the
priority of CIA effort is on the collection of early warning
and order of battle information,

5« It is the opinion of this Staff that this Agency has no
significant capabilities along the lines requested by the USAF,

6o It is therefore recommended that you sign the attached
memorandum to Chief of Staff, USAF.
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