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MEMORAND(RM TO: 4D/00 CONF'DENT‘AL DEC 23 1952

i

THROUGH : 13 pD/1
2) Assistant 4o the Director ( 25X1
In turn)

FROM: AD/SI

SUBJECT Request for Information on Mr. wiliiam Earcheni's

"Projecting Electronic Im.n

1. Attention is invited to the atteched lLetier Lo the TCI from
Mr. Walter W, Cowhiz of Boston, Mass. which requests cCata Trom the
files of this Azency on a "Projecting Electrenic Hay.” You will
recall we evaluated this invention of Mr. William Marchant at the
request of the President and with the assisbauce of your 0fflice 1n
Decenmber 1950. The background file on this effort two years &0 ia
slso attached for your information.

2. Unfortunately, Mr. Cowhi; has seen af least part of this
Agency's letter of 20 January 1951 closling ottt our 1950 revizw of the
case, and he knows we have information on the "Ra;." It wouid not ve
desirable to meke our technical files on this case availallie %o him,
nor is 1t recommended that we ;o on record in a formal letler <o him
denying that we have any inforpmation or transnitting the umelassified
history of the considerations of the inveatien oy verious otoer
government agencles.

3. Therefore, it is recormended that Mr. Jovhia be contacted
informally through the appropriate field office and given suck of the
followinz unclassified information as is deexcd appropriate in such a
way a8 to divorce this Agency from the case end avoid any sucseguent
publicity.

a. There is no technical imformetion ox the "Pro ecting
Electronic Ray" availdable witk CIA that woild be belpful o
Mr. Cowhip that is not avallable with the inventor, Hr. Harchent.

b. The invention has been evaluated by the Ordnarce Corps,
Depertment of the Army and ty the Natiomal Inventors Ccuncil.

{1) The idea of the "Rey" wae orl inal.ly offered b
the U8 Covernment in 1936, and 1t was the subject of en
investigation contract of § May 198G (W-ord-259 for
$3,000) between the /umy Ordnance (Jateotown arsenal)
and the Marchsnt Associates, Ine. The contract vas

l] terminated on & Octover 1937 due to failure of the
NO.

SITENTSr to fulfill his conbractual obliatilons. Ihis

N0 CHANGE B - o contract and all material perteining bo it was doun, raded
D a0 18 8(Bay ypclassiried’ on 30 July 1947.
) ‘
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k. The attached papers should be returmed to

Executive Reglstry vpon completion of the action o:
from Mr. Cowhig. The technical files on the "Rey’ have been retained

by this Office.
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(2) The matter was reviewed by the army Ordnence
in 1937, upon a recomsendation of Mr. James Roosevell,
and in 1938 as the result of an inquiry by Senator
H. €. Lodze, Jv. In 1940 the matter was reopened 1y an
offer of the inventor to modify the basi: iden for use
es an "airplane detector.” In all cases, Arxy Ordnance
reviews failed to find valid reasons for a positive
action.

{3) EBerly in 1942 the same basic idea was sulmitted
to the National Inventors Council which regquested tecimi-
cel informstion necessary for evalumtion. Tuls lnforme-
tion wae not supplied and the project of avaluation was
sbandoned.

Attachments

SECRET

Approved For Release 2003/04/22 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000900080007-2

Central Records of
1 the attacned ietter

25X1

25X1



Ap

Approved For Release 2003/04/22 :

T

.

m@éﬁé&mﬁ@jﬁﬁ&ﬁé@soolw-z

NCLASSIFIED
l'oyed or:kelease,
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP
TO INITIALS DATE
! Assistant Director for MC‘ 2_3:&
. Scientific Intelligence -’
.
Ex Reg for fil //2/53
| g for file Poaald
4
]
-FROM DATE 25X1
1 . . -
Deputy Assistant Director for i Jan 53
2 Operations
4
: ]
[] apPROVAL ] iNFORMATION ] siGNATURE
[] acTioN [ ] DIRECT REPLY 7] reTURN
D COMMENT l___l PREPARATION OF REPLY . l:] DISPATCH
[] CONCURRENCE {"] RECOMMENDATION [] FE
REMARKS: As per your request, we are returning
all papers in relation to WProjecting Electronic
Ray" and letter from Mr., Walter Cowhig to the IXI.
25X1
. G2 - s ¥4 .
are. .. kdd ol o VAR
/® CONFIDENTIAL ééSTRICTED UNCLASSIFIED
gEoP.Rw%m 18—63794-1  U. 9. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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Agsistant to the Director

(SENDER WILL CIRCLE CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM)
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP
TO INITIALS DATE
1 L
AD/Scientific Intelligence 4}&/.—1, 43 8l
2 ‘ 4
Deputy Director/Intelligence j,& e

) Assistant Director/O

* T AD/S)

INITIALS DATE

1 Ass't to the Director

REL/Z |12/15/52 |

guarter.

2

3

[] ApPROVAL [C] nFormaTION (] SIGNATURE

[] Action [] pirecT REPLY [] reTURN

] comment [[] PREPARATION OF REPLY ] pispaTcH

[[] concurreNcE ] RECOMMENDATION ] e
_REMARKS: Please return all papers together

with your recommendation. I have tulked with

|:|-- nothing to be added from that

“%f‘,y)""j'/

SECRET GONM“W”‘ “'RfSTRIGTED

UNCLASSIFIED

&0’ ‘Ps 30—-4 16—63704-1
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B95 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON 18, MASS.

TEL., KENMORE 6-8833

December 13,1952

Genersl W, B, Smith,
Central Intelligence Agency,
24.30 B S'breet N.I.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Generel Smithj

On December 11th I visited your office where the rec—
eptionits turned me over to youy [hp STAT
asked me to write this letter rather or—
mation I am seeking, I showed b copy of a letler STAT
addressed to Hon, Wells Blodgett Priest, Hackettstown,N,J.dated
January 20,1951 as writien by Warner Stutler,Authorized Contract-
ing Officer, whereln a letter from Genersl Smith to Judge Priest

wag refeppdd to, That letter was dated 12-12-50 on the subject
of "Projecting Electronic Ray"

The inventor of the "Projecting Electronic Ray® Mr.William
Merchsnt, Woburn,Mass., has ssked me to join him in the manufacture
of the 'ray! for industrisl applications but before I invest any
substantial sums of money I must ask your assistance as being the
only source of verifing statements made by Mr. Marchant,

Mr. Marchant states that he has had four contracte with
government agencies, the first with Army Ordensce,Contract Word-259
dated April 30,1936,a secret contract between the United States of
Americe and Marchan% Assoc,,Inc.,for design and construction of
Projector T-1, The cover sheet of the contract stetes VAmount -
A\ § 3,000,000,00, I would want to be permitted to read the contracts

' . that follow this contract for meny reasons snd probably the most
importent reason is that Mr. Marchent claims that he, in all the
contracts, retained the right to manufacture the 'ray! for industrial
uiﬁs and that there were no leins by the government , and further
that application for Letters Patent were made in his name but kept
gecret at that time for securlty purposes.

The letter of January 20th referred to above states that
the agreement regarding security was abrogated by that letter. Would
you therefore advise me wheather you are free to let me reed the
file on the subject so that I may learn where,in what other government
departmente there is a technical file that has evaluated the ray',

\
H

\

Very truly yours,
COWHIG INDUSTIRIES
Ti‘al% .Cowhig, Gen. Mgty"
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| JAN 20 1358 LLEGIB
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Emoralds ¥, Todgett /rluct
Desr Crossing Tarm
ﬁ%%ﬁ T v’&“ﬁﬁ”

Desr ¥, Prissta

Thig Agency wents to thenk you for tocserating witl 1ta waplﬁ
who heve locked irtu the ;&rmzﬁfgsﬁ‘ the ”??i}jﬁz“i. "1% tponte Rey”,
deot of e letler Jrom Senerdl . By frlth o jou
: lf—‘*ﬁ Senered Sxith hes | veported te trr residems
the saw ldoa had been Lrougd to th!i ﬁt‘m of
seversl gmnt agenaies by the inverter during the per

1936 e 19423 %&a’e a% that tize 1t wes sppraised by the mmropriste
peris of the goveranent and fourd to be 1afeasthle end of no interest.
This Agenoy gmm with those finlings.

s retuaning to y mmwme”mwﬂmm
s D, Tare fw Perchadt heve ﬁsﬁfié avellablo to vs, 111 vou plaass sign
the enclosed miyt mad pand 4t 4o the adéddress plven shave,

m ol &ha putoones of our mtimte,w, the aToemal
gerding sec ity hendline sfemed by pov end ne dnted 11 Dscember

We are Mzmppointed et the owteome of iHis minraissl heseese
Push an elsetranic rey, 1f offestivs, wéild Vo of ~rest intevest
and wae to this comntry,

Very tmldy yowrs,

LS/
STAT
Authorirzed (oireeling fliney
Bels © ‘ _

1. Praft lkr to 00, Uaterbesm Arseral fr U, W, Maxbont dated

Sme 19% (T pages). .
2, Porsxlss for making wp Tubo Tilamenia (1 sufe).
g. Tdbe Filiments (1 Do),
8. Sofare, rineivie of W T2y Torkne 1L pe

'g’ ‘l':»ff ;‘
g: Heering by A. W, Yerchant, Jept. E%, 9% (3.

A S
Eis‘bribution: \'3?’"

Contracting Officer
W/glwf ILLEGIB

General Counsel
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" CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

T0 INITIALS] DATE
| | ap/s1 b 3
7
2 Cengral Records
3
4
5
EROM INITIALS| DATE
| | Assistant to the Director W 2 Jan 91
0
2
3 r/’j'
[ IapproOVAL IZﬁqFORMATmN [ 1si6NATURE
IACTION 1 DIRECT REPLY [ TRETURN

" lcoMMENT L lpreparation oF repLy C——1 pispaTcH
[ lconcurrRence [ RECOMMENDATION [ Z AFILE

REMARKS: MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

The information contained in attached
correspondence was given verbally to the President

by the DCI on 29 December 195 STAT
T
SECRET CONFIDENTIAL RESTRICTED  UNCLASSIFIED |
FORM NO. M
SEP 1947 30°4
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