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Assistant Director for Scientific Intelligence 18 December 1950
Chief, Physics and Electronics Division

Projecting Elecirornic Ray

1., 1In accordance with your request, I visited Mr. . E. Priest

on 16 December 1950 at his farm in Hackettstown, N. J. I was accompanied

25X1 by who handled the pre-
1iminary investigations and arrangements IOT nnrvrs:l.t. :

2. No specific technical information on the Projecting Ray, ils
principle of operation or its potentialities were made available to me
- ‘at this meeting, as Mr. A. Marchant, who is claimed to be the originator
of the Ray, and who is working on the technical design of the pertinent
equipment, was not present.

3, The discussions with ¥r. Priest and his assistant left me with
the following observations and impressions:

g, The Projecting Electronic Ray at this stage is & promo-
tional project, the purpose of which is to obtain adegnate funds
from the U. 5. Govermment for research, developmeni and design of
an equipment “capable of delivering powerful electroni¢ energy Lo
a distance in excess of a few hundred yards to cut irees, minersls,
and metals, and to destroy life" by conversion of a sharply tuned
slectronic ray into heat.

b. MNo factual information on technical primciples or details
of producing the Ray is knom to Nr. Priest,and his activities are
guided by the potentialities of the Ray as derived from his belief
that Mr. Marchant is capable of producing such Ray and from the
claimed fact that a prototype of the Ray-producing equipment, as
built by Mr. Marchant, was used as a glass and metal cutting tool
and was destroyed by Mr. Marchant when he recognirzed the full sig-
ndficance of the potentialities of the Ray.

¢. In this promotional project, Mr. Priest has & vested
interest derived from his support to the project by the exploita-
tion of his intimate contacts with the high authorities in Washing-
ton. The key technical factor is, however, iir. Marchant. It is
apparent that he is reasonably cautious in sharing his ideas on
the Electronic Ray, and any attempt to formulate an opinion on the
feasibility of production and potentialities of the Ray must involve
direct contact with him.
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k. A direct contact with ¥r, Marchant is predicated on the
following conditions, as stipulated by Mr. Marchant and stated to me
by ¥r. Priesti:

a8, Posltive aspurances must be ziven to Mr. llarchant that
his ideas and principles, as these pertain to the Tlectronic Ray,
will be duly protected and no attempt to exploit them be made by
the govermment without his concurrence and approval.

~ be Due oredit will be given to Mr. Marchant for his ideas
il any use of his ideas and principles are made Ly the -overmmsnt.

¢+ All negotiation for such uses will be made through the
Primalta Research and Development Company.

%+ Provided that the above conditions are met, ¥r. archant is
anxious to meet with the U.S. Government representatives as soon as
feasible, preferably by Wednesday, 20 Decsmbér 1950.

6. My personal opinion and recommendations are as followss
_ 2o ol labie
&+ The genera) pattern of the Projecting Electroalc Ray
developments 8o far induces me to think that there is nothing
revolutionary in it, and that it is in effect nothing but an
outright promotional scheme.

by Bul for the fact that tha President and his personal
friend are involved, X would recosmend that we drop our participa-
tion in the project.

¢+« In view of the manner in which we have bean involved in
the project, however, I would recommend that the investigations be
gontinued and that a duly authorized represeutative or representa-
tives of the government be inestructed to contact ¥r. ¥archant.

d., In view of the specific requesis for assurances contained
in paragraph L above, I recommend that the Directort!s opinion be
obtained on the advisability of transferring the responsibility for
contacts with ¥Mr. Marchant to RD3 or other suitable organisstions,
or the advisability of requesting partieipation and support from
such organigations to CIA in further investigations.

done forthwith, T recommend that the
25X1 be directed to request a postponement
of a visit to Nr, ¥archant from this weei, as recommended by
¥r. Priest, to 2 more suitable time.
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