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MEMORANTUY FOR:
The Director of the Bureau of the Fudget

Bubjectt The Medal of Freedom

In June of 1945 the Seceretary of War and Nevy
addreaged 2 letter $o the Director of tae Jureau of the
Badget propeping a draft of an Executive Order establish-
ing & now medal Lo be known as the Medal of Freedom, The

oss of this order was to establish a medal that could
swarded to individuals who hed performed meritericus
acta or services nod necessarily military in nature which
had a direct bemeficial result on our military opsraliona.
An asendnent to the order was proposed by the Acting Secre-
> of State and, after clearance by the Attorney Jeneral,
the Propident signed tho order on 6 July 1945.

You will note that the language of the order re—
gtrdots tho award of the Uedal of Freedom to acts performed
in the ‘prosecution of a war agalnst an enomy or enendes'.
&lso, the madal may be awarded only by the Becretary of
gtate, the Sccretary of War, the Secretary of the Havy, or
their éﬂﬂimss

Ungler present c¢lrcumstanges therc would appear
to be need for suthority to award the Medal of Freedom or
gome similar medal, The President wishes you would refer
this matter to the interested ents or agencies with
a vlew %0 rovision or replacerent of the Executive Order
¥The ledal of Freedom® of July 7, 1945.

ROBERT L. DEWNISOH,
Roar Admiral, U, S, Navy,
Naval Aide $o the President.

Attachmentt
Copy of Buecutive Order #9585, "The Hedal of Freedom®,
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 95836
’f&m Medal of Freedon

By virtue of the auth}.érity vested in me as Prosident of the
United States and as Gom:inder in Chief of the Arm, and Kavy of
the United States, it ia ;zareby ordercd as follows:

Theve 1lc hereby est.abls.shed a mepdal to be knowm as the Hedal
of Freedom with &ccomga:z;:im; ritbens snd mppurtenances ler award
to any person, not hq&*einaf‘ber specifically excluded, whe, on or
after Decerver 7, 1951, has performed a meritoricus aet er service
which has aided the,’:i:nitad States in the prosecuiior of & war
againgt an cnemy or gnenies and for whick an @.uri of ancther United
States medal or uacspa’oim is considered insoprobricte. The Hedal
of Freaedom may a}.}o Hq guarded to any person, ot hereinefter
specifically e:mludmi who, on or after December 7, 1951, has
similarly aid&cl amj nation encaged with the United Siates in the
prosecution c}i’ War agsindl & common eneriy or onevdes,

The hxe-dl,al of Freedon siiall not be awerded to a citizen of the
United swés i‘ﬁ‘r;-': any aet or cervize perfeormed within the continental
limits eff}"&he ‘,,ﬂ‘nj(ted States or to & mombor of “he armed forces of

[
the z.fnit,eo. -x-,ziitm‘s .

% Medai 01‘ Freedom and appurtenances therete shall Le of
appmpﬂate deaign, approved by the Secreiary of Swuie, vie Secrctary
of Mr, and ‘tha Secratery of the Navy, and iy Le aw.rdec by the
6eqmmry ei‘ State, the Secretary of %ar, or the Sccreiar. of the
R&v;;, or by such officers as the sald Secretaries nay ruspectively

~designate, Awards shall be made under such rerulations as the said
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Seeretaries shall severally prescribe and such repulations shell,
insofer os practic.ble, be of unifcrm upslication,

Ro nore than one Medal of Freedom shall he .amrded %o any one
person, but for a subsequent act or service justifying such an award
& puitable device may be awarded tc be worn with the medal, The

Medal of Freedom nay be awarded posthusously,

HALKEY 8. TRUVAN
THE WHITE HOUSE,
July 6, 192}5!
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