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1% June 35k

/,.

Mr. Williem D. Pawley ’
Denartment of State

Room B109 New State Puilding
Vaghington 25, B.C.

Desr Bill:

At the Director's request I have prepared e brief statement on
Guntemels suggested for use by the Presldent st his press conference
tomorrow morning, June 16th., I sm enclosing a copy herewith. Ths
Director hag seen and approved this wording., He has taiked to Mr.
Hegerty in the White House, told him that a brief statementi of this
character would be mimitted and wrpec that it be used.

Mearnwhile, he hap asked me to sulmit it to you four clearance on
behalf of the DNepartment. As you are svere, he is io eloee direct
touch with the Secretery conceruning eveata im Guatemnlia and isked ne
to suggest to you that thie statement be shown to somecnc 1n the
Secretary's office so as to evcid any possible misunderstanding.

T am writing you this hagty note becsuse I wisn Lo get lLhis into
your hends et once and we are both api to be unreachable by telephome.
Reedless Lo say time iz of the essenca.

YEl'y BLECBTElY YOUrg,

Richard b. Bissell, Jjr.
Special Assistant o the Director
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~ECRET

SURJRCT: Draft of Possible Press conference Statagent OO Guatans ia

The current crisis in Guatemals grows cut of the attempt Lo cooverd
1t communist infiltrated goverrment into sn cutespo-cut comiinisy dictater-
ghip. A few days age the regime afficislly announced the suspchsico of civil
1iberties snd rounded up mepy promipant ponecomMGNiete. SOw ¥ aear of sa
srder directing that pert of the recent shipment of arme IToR pesind the iron
curtain is to be disiributed to corpunigt sadres. UCliearly uiess ROVER, »il
too familisr as steps in a commnist lskedver, are nou beiny Beke LD Tesponse
to any externsl thraat. e truth is thal they are prompuea Uy uie increasing
swarenees of the ccmmunist inreat anc growing amti-cousunien i LG enormous

mejority of the Guatemslan pecple ami above ell of the Guatemeirn army. Ihes«

ILLEGIB

gome oircusstances glve us reason to hope and expeci ibat ihe oyel enti-compunists

in the country will themgelves clesn their own house.

SLURET
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