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MENORAMOUM FOR: Director of Gemtral Intelligence
SUBJECT 't Projected 0SS TV Series

1. This meworandun suggests agtion on the part of DCI, Such
requested action is contained in paragraph 12, :

2, It has came to our attention that a certain Bill Kliscu
formerly aide to Colcmel Glavin When the latter commanded the ﬁ
in ltaly, recently sppreached weversl television networks and
independent film produsers with the proposition of making documen
films of varicus of the O3S waretime exploits. Eliscu was =
allegedly identified and vouched fer by a letter in his possession
signed by a Henry Presoott, presidant of the organisation known as
the Veterans of the 0SS, and written on the official paper of
that soclety which carries on its lettorehead the names of _
General Willimm J, Denovan and other prominent personages. The

‘letter purportedly states that Eliscu is authorised to negotiate
such arrangements and proposes the production of a saries of 39 .
telsvision shorts of thirty minutes duration each, o

3. A8 you are aware, General Demovan would be in a position
to fumish a very considerable body of material frem archives in
his personal possession, ‘ 3

L. while we know that Eliscu's proposal was Tejected by several
major campanies, he did succeed in interesting a New York Company
known as Flamingo Films, about whose personnel, reputetion, and
previous activity we know little or nothing, The amncuncement
that this company has, in fact, started production on such a series
x(vas put):lishod in the Sh November issue of the trade-weekly Variety
Tab B . ‘ B '

S« In the course of Eliscu's earlier rounds, his propesal
came to the attention of larry Lowman, now a vicespresident of the
Columbia Broadcasting System and at one time chief of Cammo for
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the 085, Lovm, hia cnrieait.y p:lqued, c¢alled ia John mht,

 knewn by Lowman to be a friend of ours, and showed him the iy

Prescott letter introducing Iliscu. Hashty im tuwrn, brought
the matter indirectly to our atiention togm with the advies
that it was hiz understanding Elisecu had alleged personal
acquaintance with you and implied, nt M, your approval

of the ml"‘v

6, The success of ihe andeawt to areuse the interast of the
television industry in such a propesal (although pet in Kliseu's)
1z attested by a letter dated 29 isugust 1258 addressed iy
Leslie Harris, Viees President and Ueneral rauager of the Columbia
Broadcasting Jystem Tele ision Film Sales Lorporatien, to one ‘
) an aliomney with efiices in the Seuthern Building
in vasningbon U, G.  ihe letter itself, which has reached us through
secure chamnels, is attacned (Tab A). In brief, it expresses
v, iarris' very considerable interest in the proposition (if agreement
can be reached to do such 2 series in coopsration with the Ageney),
and his oun awareness of the senaitivity of the undertaking, It

Purther sugsests that "a mseting be arranged in the near future with

#r, dulles or his closs sssocistes in the CIA to discuss the broad
aspects of Lheir public relations poligy snd to dotersine just how
the relationship betwesn the nov defumst G5f organisation and the

. present (li shéuld be handled," We are reliably advised that

Hr, darris, desplte the anncuneezent of the Flaningo produetion,

- 48 stlll intercsted in discugsing the matter with us.,

Te it is, of couree, cstablished practice of obher U, 5,
governwent agenciss ‘%e engage in public relaticns. efforts through
the mediem of movie amd tele,isicn .Irmuaatian of actual episodes
in which sheir persomnel have participated’in the course of thodr
uorsally assigned dubfes, Such presentalions ordinarily epen with
a brief anncuncsment of the offieial senction or sponscrship of
the progrem by the Uepartment cemeerned, ost notable of the

telovision series currently showing (soue of which have been

ccntimousl.y popular fet le werdl yeara/ aret

Na hiah cpens with a display of t.he 2eal
vm." ted m!:"’d'ug tes Navy, ‘

‘ be W&«yi&g the activities of the
Secret ce Treasury Department,

e, The West Point St «wgponsored by the Bapaﬂmnt
of the Amy o £
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, ) Gt&n'r 'aiaj.lar shows have at various times boen authenticated
- and sponsored by the Air Force, the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
and others, '

. In addition to these authenticated documentaries, there are
DEMSrous popular series, commércially sponsored, depicting
intslligence and other clandestine activities which carry with

them no offieial authentication, ‘

8. The objective of all such authenticated productions is the
obvious one behind any publicerelations or advertising program: to
gain public support, Public support so far as official agencies of
the U, S, Uovernment ias concerned is important fram two points of view,

&, As an incentive to recruiting personnel, and

- be A8 it may be expected to influence favorably legislative
support of the agency's program, ‘

Sugh advantages might reasonably be expected to accrue to this
Agency should we decide officially to support a presentation of the
sort discussed, ' . : :

9. 48 for the protocol which guides other agencies of our
goverumeni in similar ventures, we have checked with the ‘Department
of Defense, and are advised that no formel regulations exist te
authorise or control smuch sctivities » bul that agreements are
- arrived at by informal and confidentisl discussion between responsible
officials of the media and the agency concerned, ' :

. 10. On the negative side, so far as this Agency is congerned,
the possibility of over-stimulating public curiesity and providing
excugses for criticimm of or investigation into our present activities
were the presentation in any way to be linked offieially with the
Agency is a danger which cannot he overlooked, r

11, While it would not nomally ecccur to us to interest
ourselves in such activity, it is cur belief that it would be preferable
that any nationewide exposition of the activities of the 088 ve
undertaken by a reputable compeny with our concurreace and assietance,
rather than to be based upon the personal reccllectionsg and archives of
any individual or group of individuals, or to bs, or appear to be,
endorsed by any other U, S, Govermment agoency with which the 085
vas affiliated or connected in the public mind, It scems possible
that if Mr, Harris is, indeed, stil) interested in such a venture,

&n early anncuncement of the intent by the Columbia Broadcasting
Company might operate to limit the sales market of the Flaminge
productions to minor metwork or small independent stations,
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- 12, 1% is therefore recommended that you, ascempanied
by sush of your stalf as you mey desive, sgres s meet pers

- with Mr, Huxris at & onvenient but serly date with & view to
Jona favorably eollaboration inm the preduotion of s television
seriss and the fumishing of seript material im return for which
you ney request the close collaboration of our cwn selected persomnel
in the interest of the Agency and of national seeurity,

FRARK G, WISNER
Deputy Dirsctor (Flass)
Atbaoiments

1, Letter addressed by leslis Harvis
2, Clipping entitled “Flamingo Series m 0SS to Rell®

ILLEGIB
‘ The recommendation in paragraph 12 is spproved o~

Klen W, Dulles ‘ Date
Director of Central Intsllizence

f‘}-f{'i‘_: See AR
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STAT OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP
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Jims The Director would like your
comments on the attached.

Since he is in all probability
leaving for 2 short holiday on
Friday, please let me have this
back soonest.

STAT
jo.

A et
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URN TO SENDER

FOLD HERE TO RET
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On 1/15 Mr. Kirkpatrick had the original of this.

With Anéleton's comments. DCI had not yet signed.

'MEMORANDUM FOR: omnerafdfimers. | LAl

Mr. Kirkpatrick and I concur in the attached
proposed response to Mr. Helms! memorandum of 7
November 1956 regarding "Administrative Organiza=
tion and Support of Clandestine Services.®

Recommend signature.
25X1

L. K. WHITE

. N (DATE)
\X Ve

%?ORM NO. || REPLACES FORM 10- 101 AN
“h ave sa WHICH MAY BE USED. | K (47
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ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET
SUBJECT: (Optional)

FROM: NO.
ADDP DATE
¢ Je 5
TO: (Officer designotion, room number, ond DATE r
building) OFFICER’S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom
INITIALS to whom. Draw a line across column ofter each comment.)
REC'D FWD’'D

1.
‘ \) 5/ ); ’/,:

DeI Admin 221 \?\ 2/ é"’@/ . ER: Please put this in file
2. nf merely as a matter of record.
—_ ] The orig. is being held by IG

Z:K ‘Lv(f o?/é? { / 67 IdJ along with suppo:ging papers.
3. ) 4 Rita tells me that this document
will not be signed by DCI as it is

written - the matter has been taken

4. up in Depfs. Meeting and will be
discussed further.

5. Return all other copies to
COP for disposition. Rita says
COP is fully informed on this
6. subject and the proposed actions s
and the Deps. Meetings discussions.
7. / N
¥ 2,
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9.
10.
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