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BEAR AIMIRAL ROBOOE HENRY HILLENXOETTER, U. 8. NAVY

Bear Admiral Hillenkoetter, borm in St. Louis, Missouri, May 8, 1897, was
appointed to the U, S. Naval Academy in 1918, As & Midshipman, he served in
the sumer of 1918 in the USS MINRESOTA which operated with the Atlantic Pleet
during the World War, Ais a First Classman he won the watch presented anmially
by Dr. Henry Van Dyke to a member of the graduating class for the best original
artiele or thems on axy naval or equally patriotioc subject., He was also a
menber of the Academy baseball team, Graduated with distinction snd commise
siomed Ensign in Jume 1919, with the Class of 1920, he subsequently progressed
in grade until his promotiom to Captain, Juno 18, 1942, His selection to Rear
Adniral was spproved by the President November 28, 1948, Iis date of rank as
& Rear Admiral is March 4, 1944,

After his graduation, Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter served in routines naval
assigrments, inoluding qualification and service in submarines, His tours of
duty inoluded one as an instructor in the Department of Modern Languages at the
Kaval Aoademy in 1929 - 1931, Subsequently he served in ¥isaragua in connsction
with the disorders and elections in 1931 - 1932,

From November 1933 until September 1935 Rear Admiral Millenkoetter was
Assistant Nawval Attache at the American Fubassy in Paris, Prance. After further
sed. duty and a short tour in the Office of Chief of Naval Operations in Washing-
toxr,, he returmed to Prance in April 1938 as Assistant Waval Attache at the
Embassy in Paris, with additional duty as the Assistant Naval Attache at the
Amerioan Embassy in ¥adrid, Spain and the Ameriosn Legation in Lisbon, Portue
gal. His duties as Assistant Nawval Attache in Madrid were of more than routine
nature due to the prodlems in comneotion with the Spanish Civil War, then in

progress,

In April 1940 he was designated Waval Attachs and Naval Attache for Air
at the American Erbassy in Parls and was relieved of his duties in Madrid end
Lisbon. Hes was later assigned additionsal duty as Naval Attache and Naval Attache
for Air at the American Imbassy in Vichy, France. Thim tour as the Naval Attache
in Franoe embraced the period of the German invasicn of Franoe and the fall of
Prance, and the subsequent governmemt of Marshal Petain,

Detached from that assignment August 30, 1941, Rear Admiral Hillenkvetter
returned to the United States., On November 19, 1941, he Jjoined the U3SS WEST
VIRGINIA as exsoutive offlosr and was serving in that duty during the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, T. H., on December 7, 1941, being wounded in that attesk
which sank the WEST VIRGINIA at her berth, Transferred to the U3S MARYLAND at
Pear]l Harbor on December 15, 1941, he sorved as axeocutive officer of that battle=
ship, damaged in the attack but repaired and returned to duty in the South Paoifte
in Pebruary 1942, wntil Ay 3, 1942,

Pollowing brisf duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy

Department, Washington, D.C., Rear Adniral Hillenkoetter served as Offioer in
Gharge of Intelligence on the Staff of the Cemmender in Chief, Pacific Ocean Ares,
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from September 1942 until March 1943. Transferred to commmnd of the USS MR,
he sarved in that command wntil Pebruary 1944, with additional duty during that
period as Representative, Comsander, Destroyers, Pacifioc Fleet, in the South
Pasific Area, Por his services in commmnd of the DIXIE during the Solomon
Islands campaign he was awarded the Bronze 3Star Medal with the following citaw
tione ' - '

BRONZIR STAR MEDAL:

"For meritorious service ss Commanding Officer of the USS DIXIE
during operations against enemy Japanese foroes in the Solomon
Islands and New Hebridea from April 1943, to February 1944, Apply~
ing outstanding professional skill %o the performence of his duties,
Rear Admiral Tillenkoetter directed his ship In the servioing of
large mumbers of destroyers during long and arduous Campaigns in
thess arsas, By his lesdership, determination snd devobionm to duty,
Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter upheld the highest traditlions of the
United States Waval Service,” . ‘

Following detachment from cormiand of the DIXIE on Pobruary 7, 1944, Rear
Adiiral Hillenkoetter reportsd March 14, 1944 for duty in the Bureau of Naval
Persomel, Navy Department, Washington, D.C., serving as Assistant Direotor of
Training, and later as Director of Planning and Control, For servioces in this
latter capacity he was awarded the Leogien of Yorit, with the following oitation:

LEGION O™ 17T, - :

"Por exoeptionally meritorious conduet in the performance of out-
standing servioes to the Governmemt of the Mited States ss Director

of Plamning and Contrel, Buresu of Waval Persomnel, from Angust 15,
1944, o September 24, 1945, Besponsible for the initiation, cow ‘
ordination and implemsntation of personnel plans, Captain Rillenkoetter
rendered invaluable service in meeting the pesk war effort's changing
demands with the trained manpower necessary to man ships and stations,
so thet the attack was never stayed for lack of the basioc flow of
trained persornel., His breadth of vision and tireless afforts have
been of inestimable assistance in handling the varying requirements

of war and in carrying forward improvemsnts in the progcedures and
methods of personnel plemning snd utilisation. By his brilliant pro=
fessional adbility and steadfast devotion to duty, Ceptain Eillenkoetter
aided in maintaining the greatest economy in the use of the nations
manpower end contributed materially to the succeasful prosecution of
the war.* '

After the cessation of hostilities, Rear Admiral Hillenkostter assumed
command of the battleship, US8 MISSOURI, in October 1948, Under his command the
MI3SOURI transported to Turkey in the spring of 1946 the body of the late Turkish
Azbassador, Mehmet lunir Ertegun, At Gibraltar Adwirel Hemry Xsut Hewitt, USH,
Commander Tnited States Naval Porces in Burope, boarded the MISSOURI and come
pleted the remainder of her orulse, esoorted by the destroysr USS POMER and the
orulser USS PROVIDENCE, The MISSOURI anchored in the Bosphorus, off Istanbul,
where the body of the ambaseador was removed and the ship was opensd to visitors,
After visiting the ports of Piraeus, Haples, Algiers snd Tangier, the NMISSOURY
returned to Gibraltar and from there to the United States, arriving in Yorfolk
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1946, . This vislt of the MIBSOURT to Turkey was the first visit to that
¥ by & U,8, warship since the.shakedown gruise of the USS CHESTER in
Septesber 1988, During this orulse; Meer Adniral Hillenkcetter was awarded
the Order of $he Phoonix, degree of Cotmnder, bty the Covernment of Gresas,
presentation Weiug mede at Athens on April 10, 1946, and was awarded the Order

.6f Saint Maurice and Saint Lasarus, degres pf Comeander, by the Govermment of

Italy, presontetion belmg made on April 22, R94S,

- Rear Adnirel Hillenkootter was relicved of comwand of the MISSOURT shortly
sfter this oruise and on July 29, 1948, Teported to Paris, France, for his

third tsur of duty there, this time xg Naval Attache, His selection to the
rank of Wsar Adniral was approved by ¥he President on November 23, 1948, BRew

turning to the United States he reportsd on April 7, 1947, to the Offise of the

Secretary of the Wavy for special duty, . On Mey 1, 1947 President Truman appointed
Bsar Admiral Hillenkoetter Director of the Central Intelligence Group,

In addition to the Leglon of Yerit, the Bronze Star Madal, and the Purple
Hoart Medal, Rear Admiral Hillenkostter has the Victory Medal, Atlantic Fleet
Clasp (USS MINNESOTA), and 1s entitled to the Amerioan Defense Sorvias Medal,
the AsiatiowPeoific Area Campalzn Medal, the American Area Carmpaipgn Medal, and
the World Wer IX Victory Medal. In addition to the Order of the Phostix, degree
of Commander, from the Goverument of Greeos, snd the Order of Ssint Msurios and
Saint Lazorus, degree of Commsnder, f'rom the Goverument of Italy, he also has

~ thm Legion of Honor, Rank of Offiocer, ahd the Order of Meritinme Horit, awarded

by the Government of PFrence, and the Medsl of Verit presented by the Government
of Niparugua,

__His Official address is| ____|st, Louts, Missourt, and thas
of his wife, Mrs. R. M. (Jane Clark) Hillenkoetter, s oure of Captain G, P
Clark (NC), USN, Naval Hospital, Chelses, Magsachusstts,
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