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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE “" T —
WEAPONS SYSTEMS EVALUATION GROUP E“c“hw
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 25339, )

13 October 1952

General Walter Bedell Smith
Directar of Central Intelligence
Washington, D, C,

Dear General Smith;

In conneetion with an evaluation being made for the
Joint Chiefs of 8taff, the Weapens Systems Evaluation Group re-
quires an estimate of the ninimum arnual civiliap petroleum
requirement of the USSR and Satellites in the event of a general
war in 1954. Such an estimate Prepared in the petrolewmm product
and consumer category detail used in CIa Intelligence Memorandum
No. 181 would he adequate for WSEG's purposes.

We have reviewed the estimates of Soviet ceivilian petro-

lewm requirements already produged by the intelligence agencies,
and £ind that these estimates are based on cold-war conditions

. foder which petrolewm would be relatively available po er. Soviets.
~ However, under hotewar conditions, the Soviets may be deprived of
substantial quantities of petrolemm products, and it ig essential

to estimate how far baok their civilian consumption could be out

without undermining the var-supporting eeoncmy. Historiocally, there
is evidence to indicate that substitution for petrolewn can be ex-

tensive., Por example, during World War II the availability of
petrolewm in Sweden was out aporoximately 90 per cent, but total

industrial production increased, To what extent the Soviets could
. reduce their civilian consumption is not knowm, but probably well

below the cold~war estimate of requirements,
Your cooperation in furnishing these estimates will be

sincerely appreciated, and it ig hoped that they can be ocompleted

by 15 December 1952,

Very truly yours ’
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WEAPONS SYSTEMS EVALUATION GROUP
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

13 October 1952

General Walter Bedell Smith b
Director of Central Intelligence '
Washington, D. C. 'y

Dear General Smith:

In connection with an evaluation being made for the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Weapons Systems Evaluation Group re-
quires an estimate of the minimum annual civilian petroleum
requirement of the USSR and Satellites in the event of a general
war in 1954. Such an estimate prepared in the petroleum product
and consumer category detail used in CIA Intelligence Memorandum
No. 181 would be adequate for WSEG's purposes.

We have reviewed the estimates of Soviet clvilian petro-
leum requirements already produced by the intelligence agencies,
and find that these estimates are based on cold-war conditions,
under which petroleum would be relatively available to the Soviets.
However, under hot-war conditions, the Soviets may be deprived of
substantial quantities of petroleum products, and it is essential
to estimate how far back their civilian consumption could be cut
without undermining the war-supporting economy. Historiecally, there
is evidence to indicate that substitution for petroleum can be ex-
tensive. For example, during World War II the availability of
petroleum in Sweden was cut approximately 90 per cent, but total
industrial production increased. To what extent the Soviets could
reduce their clvilian consumption is not known, but probably well
below the cold-war estimate of requirements.

Yowr cooperation in furnishing these eatimates will be

sincerely appreciated, and it is hoped that they can be completed
by 15 December 1952,

truly yours,
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