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MEMOHARDDH TOs  DEPOTY smmuax GF msn

SURJIECT s Summary of Iahmcm Estimates on Interwvention by
Chinsse Communists in the Korsaa War (12 Cetober -
2L November, 1959). :

Is compliance with your ernl nquen, herswith i3 a summary ct Zatinates
made by this agency, uncer my direction, on the subject of Chinese Communist
intervention in Xorea. These estimstes, sxcept where othervise noted, had the
congurrence of the Intelligence idvisory Committee which ie composed of the
heads of the intelligence agsncies of the government,

1. fn 12 October 1950, an estimate om "Critical Situstions in the
Par Zast” was prepared at the reguest of the “resident for the Wake Islend
Conference. This estimate stated: *The Chineese Communist ground forces,
curreatly lacking requisite alr and naval support, are capable of intervening
effectively, but not mecessarily deeisively, in the Korean conflict.", and:
*There sre no convincing indications of am ectual Chiness Commuaist intemtion
to resort to full scale intervention in Korea."

ifter reviewing the facm favoring, and those opposing, Chinese
Communist intervention, this estimats concluded thats "while full scale
Chinese Comaunist intervention in “orea must be regarded as a continuing
possibility, a oonsideration of all known fuctors leads to the conclusion
that, barring a Soviet decision for global war, such aotion is not probable
in 1950. During this period, interventiem will probably be confined to
continued covert assistance to the Horth Xorecans.® :

2. On 20 October, a personal =wwnorandum was delivered to the
" President with coples %o the JSocretaries of Stats and Defenmse, which stated:
~ "Sinee Octobar 13, there hawve been indications of a possibility that twe
Chinsss Communist govermmsnt may intend to occoupy an arsa which would secure
for their use the Suiho hydruvelectris plant and other strategic installatioas
K3 :o ftorean side of the Korsan~Chinese bord-r. Some of thees indications
.," o

(1) (rhu in onitted mmm of reasons of source security.)

(2) (This mgraph noted. the pressnce of am- mmuy large
number of t‘i.ghm airaraft in “anchuris.)
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. . ——{%) (This veragraph ecntained a report] 2
e § a decIsion MEGS Y5 VARW BONS —
. --siiitary action in Worth Korea with se C
the border on 18-20 October. | » | 2
that this movement would prece ofTicisl annotnesment.) .

The meuom? cencluded with the follawing paragraph:

- "Yhe estimate on possibility of Chinese Communist interventiom in
Borth Korea furmished you just prier to your Pacific trip, 1iated as one con-
sideration ks probeble desire of the Chinese Govermment to control the
hydroelecteis installations on the Korean side of the Yalu River., It is .
possible that a limited ares cssupation for this purpose might be undertaken. -
If' mw, it would most probably be preceded or immediately followsed by a Peiping
ansowmesment (perhaps directed.to the United Nations) that in order to protect
border-fnstallations vital to “anchurism sconomy, the Chinmese Communist forees
had taken over these installations pending stabilization of the area. Sueh a
move would be a Communist face-saver and would preserve a power source very
necessary to the Manchurian economy." : ; :

3. om 6 Hovember 1950, Naticnal Iatelligence Estimete Wo. 2 vas ,
issued on the subject "Chiness Communist Intervention in Xorea®. This estimate .
stated: SSresent Chinese Communist troop strength in Nerth Korea is estimsted
at 30,000 to L0,000.", and: *Present Chinese Communist troep strength in
Manchuria is estimsted at 700,000. oOf Shis nusber there are at least 200,000
regular field forces. These troop strengths, added teo the forces -already in
Kares, are belisved to make the Chinese Communists capable of: (a) halting
Turther United Nations advance northward, through piscemeal commitment of
troops; or, (b) fercing UN vithdrawal to defensive positioas farther south by
& powerful assault.” . ' 4 o L

. Tes estimate contimsed: *The chjective of the Ghimess Comeunist
intervention appears to be to halt the advance of United Nations forces in
Kores ‘amd to keep a chimng rus.u Sén Ening on Korean soil.”

“5%- It further stated: "The Chinese Communists thus far retain full
freedom of actiom with respect to Korea. They are free to adjust their action
in eccordance with the development of the situation. If the Chinmess Communists
vers to suscesd im destroying the effective strength of UN forces in northern
Kores, they weuld pursue their advantage as far as possible. If the military
situation is §gabilised, they may well consider that, with advantageous terrsin
and the onset of winter, their forces nov in kores are suffieient to accomplish
their 1mdin§i§:‘,'urpoun.' S

' "~ The next to last paragraph of the conclusions of this estimate stated;
"The Chinsse Comnunists, in intervening in Korea, have aceepted a grave risk of
retaliat{on and general way. They would probably ignore am nltimstum requiring
theiy withdrawsl. If Chinese territory wers to be attacked they would probably
entipr Korea in full force.” R
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_ And the econcluding paragraph of the estimate on 6 November stated:
“The fact that both the Chinese Communists and the USSR have acceptsd an
inoressed risk of a general war indicates either that the Kremlin is ready to

fase a showdown with the West at an early date or that circumstances have forced
them to accept that risk.®

Farther, in the discussion portion of this estimate publizshed on
6 November 1950, it was stated: "The Chinese Comnunists could probably make
available as many as 300,000 troops within 30 to 60 days for sustained ground
operations in Korea and eould provide limited air support and some arsor.”

k. on 24 November 1950, Mational Intelligence Estimate 2/1, & review
of the subject "Chinese Communist Intervention in Korea" in the light of new
developments and new information was issued. In its conclusions this estimate
stated: “The Chinese Comsunists will simultansously:

a. meintain Chinese-¥orth Xorean holding operations in North Xorea 3
b. maintain or increass their military nnngth in Manchuria;

©-. ©. seek to obtain UN withdrawal from Xorea by intimidation and
diplomatic means. :

"In case of fallure to obtain UN withdrawal by these means there
will be increasing Chinese interventiom in Korea. At a minimum the Chiness
will eonduct, on an incressing scsle, unacknowledged operations designed to
immebilise UN forces in Korea, to subject them to prolonged atiritien, and to

o~ maintagy the seablance of s North Korean state in being. Available evidence

&5 18 not cemelusive as to whether or not the Chinese Comsunists sre as yot

o {_committee to a fulle-scale offensive effort. Eventually they may undertake

| opoarations designed to bring about the withdrawal of UN forces from Korea.

It 1s estinated that they do not have the military capability of driving the

UN forces from the peninsula, but they do have the capability of foroing them

to withdrev to defensive positions for prolonged and inconclusive operutions,

vhich, the Commnists might calculate, would lead to eventual UN withdrawal

rom “m-' )

~ It should be noted that the above menticned estimate (NIE 2/1) was

0. on 2L Novewber 1950, just two days before the United Nations

' North Korea and the resultant full-scale Chinese Comunist
intervention. . ‘
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