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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WEAPONS SYSTEMS EVALUATION GROUP
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

18 May 1955

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

25X1

#r, Allen W, Tulles, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
“ashingten 25, T. C.

Dear Mr, Dulles:

The Weapons Systiems ivaluation Group, in the course of
conducting a study of the operational aspects of overt bio-
logical warfare, has noted that strongly divergent conclusions
have been reached in current studies by other agencies of the
military establishment of the military value of the food il
target system. Resolution of this question requires that
certain basic intelligence ungertainties be resolved so that
future analyses may be based upon factual data or may utilize
agreed estimates and assumptions in areas in which it can be
established that factual data cannot be secured.

Cetails of the information required for these purposes,
as discussed with e—eLéf your Office
of Research and Reports, are given in Ul closure. It ap~-
pears t.at several months of work would be required to provide
the necessary information but, since the questian of the aili-
tary value of food production as a B target system cannot
finally be analytieally resclved without it, it is belleved
that the considerable effort juvolved is justified. Tour
assistanice in providing {WSEG with this study will be greatly
appreciated, Cthould further liaison be requirec it may be
acccnnlished through Mr. Joseph H. lewis of wWinlo

Cincerely,

. B. ANDERSORN
1 tnclosure Lieutenant General, USAF
Details of information Iirector
required
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1. (urrent food production target system studies employ
estinates of enemy food stockplles which differ by as much
as 5 million metric tons in US'® grain stocks alone. Lsti-
nates of the food stock situaticn in the USSR and Satellites
for the 19551960 period are requived.

2, Tnformation is required of the animal draft power con-
tributicn to Bloe food production in the same time period.
ihat is needed ares

a, Estimates for the USSR and Satellites of the calordc
contribution per type of crop and per type producing area
(wether surplus producing or not) from snimal draft power; and

b, Estimates of the reduction in output to be expected
frem reductions in available animal draft power.

3, Information is also needed on the Bloc pattern of use
of animal fertilizers on food crops. What 1z required is
information for eatablishing the reductions in output to be

expected per type erop and type of producing area, together
with the time lag involved, if animsl fertilizer is withheld

or its use reduced.
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