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l 4 SEr 1949

Ure e cark Armetrongs JTe

Special Assistant vo the Secrolary of State
Departnent of itate

.wm. lig Co

Dear Mpre Armstrong:

hoferense is nede to your letter dated 23 Auzust 1949
requesting the Central Intellijence Agensy %0 undertaie &
research preject in the inited States vith a view to
determining what plans and neasures should be recommenied
$o mininize fmberruptions through sabotage of imports of
hiloan 0OpPpPETe

Parsuant to your vequest, the Uffioce of Reports and
fstinates ef this Azeney is starting a ryessarch project
alongz these linss. 4 repart of thls study with vrecoms
mendations will be furnished yox upon its completion.

sincerely,

, ; |
azd & disp. LAt !
Re ¥e SILLENKOETTER
Heay ﬁ(tzﬁi!‘&l; UsH

rector of Central
Intelli genoe
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cet Director

Chief I&S (2) w/basic State ltr & cc of I&S corres on subject.
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bt DEPARTMERT OF STATE

s CONFIDENTIAL

August 23, 1949
 SECRET
‘Dear Agmiral Hillemkpetter:

" Reference is made to a memorandum addressed to the Secretary of
State dated 22 June 19L9, from Colonel Sheffield Edwards, Chief of
Inspection and Security, regarding the vulnerability to sabotage of
the copper industry ef Chile. Attached a
brief of the copper s&ituation prepared by In-
spection Branch, ~

The Departmsnt agrees with the conglugion set forth in point
25X S5a of% brief that there appears to be no element of

urgency req an immediate physical security survey of the copper
industry in Chile. However, in view of the importance to the United
States of the continuing availability of Chilean oopper, partieularly
in the event of a national emergency, it would be appreciated if the
Central Intelligence Agency would garry out a research project in the
Urdted States with a view to determining vhat plans and measures J
should be recommended te minimize the interruptions through sabotage !
of imports of Chilean copper. Reference is made in this connection
to NSC-29 dated Auguet 26, 1948, which prevides for the swrvey of
industrial operations abroad by the Cent#® Intelligenege Agency at
the request of the Secretary of State.

[ So—

Officers of this Department who recenily had oecasion to confer
with officials of Anaconda and Kemeocott copper companies on another
subjeoct teok the opportunity of disgussing with them the danger te
which their opsrations in Chile might be exposed frem sabotage by
Comnunist elements, particularly in case of hostilities between this
countl’y and the UoSoS‘RQ

ihile exprasssing eonsiderable confidence in the security pre-
cautions ourrently in effect, representatives of both companies ad-
mitted there might well be room for improvement. They stated that
there is much information available at their New York offices regard-
ing ths physical lay-out of their Chilean facilities and of fered te
make it available to representatives of the U, S, Government in
comection with a possible study of the security problem.
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S s Very truly yours,
‘ For the Seea-gta.ry of States
Slenz,
We Park Armstrong, Jr.

Special Assistant for
Rosearch and Intelligerce
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