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Director .

Foreign Operations Adminisiration
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear My, Stassen:

For the last several years, the agencies in the
executive branch of the Federal Gevernment responsible
for ressarch in suppert of psychelogical warfare have made
periodic efforts to strengthen coordination of their work.
The report to the Paychological Strategy Board in 1952 on
social science research in cold war operatiens, the joint
‘sepport of the External Ressarch Staff by the Departinents
of State and Defense and the Central Intelligence Agency,
and the appointment, {rom tims to tims, of ad hoc inter-
agsncy advisory panels on ressarch have all contributed
te ciosar cooperation among the agsnciss involved.

The striking similarity of the research require~
ments of the agenciss engaged in propagands, pasychologicel
warfars, and infermation activities was emphasized in a
recant survey of the intsiligence needs of the U. 5. Informa-
tien Agency. Much of the research undertaken to meet
these neods is, of course, done within the Goverument, but
s considerable amount is performed on contract with private
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research organizations. A cemtinuing need exists for theve
agencies to relate their intsrnsl and external research, in
order to assure that the latter complements and supplements
the former.

Accordingly, all of us would stand to benefit if we
could davelop cooperatively a Government-wide program
for externsl research in seppert of propaganda, psycho-
iogical warfare and information activities. This program:
would be designed to supplement and strengthen existing
efforts at externsl research coordination such as the State
Department's gaarterly inventories, informal inter-agency
discusaions and existing advisory pansis. It would, of
course, be clsariy undarstood that the disposition of sach
agency's funds for external research to meet its needs is
strictly its own responsibility.

The program we envision would be highly flexible
in that it would consist, as now, of projects developed to
maeet cach agency's needs, separately financed by the
various agencies concerned. DBal, inheront in the program
would be & mechanism through which each agency would
have an opportanity to eubmit its major exterual research
proposals for review to other agencies engaged in the same
business before contracts are actuslly nsgotiated. The ex-
tent to which opinions expressed during such a review would
be considered by the submitting agency would, of course,
be 3 matter for that agency sione to decide. Such a program
could provide coastructive criticism of research propossls
on a Governmeut-wide basis; could reduce possible undesir-
able overlapping er duplication; and ceuld rolate external
research more clesely than is now possibie to research
being conducted within the Government,
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¥ you are sympathstic with the foregoing sugges-
tion, 1 would appreciate your desigmating s representative
to explore it more fully to meet with Mr, Richard M,
Bissell of this Agency. We will arrange a time and place
for the meeting after 1 have hesard {rom you.

I am: sesding similar letters to the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of Dafense, the Dirsctor of the
United States Information Agency, and the Executive
Officer of the Operations Coordinating Board,

Bincerely yours,

Allen %, Dulleas
Director

Special Assistant {0 the -3 4
for Planning and Coordination
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