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STATEMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL
INTEILLIGENCE BEFORE THE ARMED FORCES
STAFF COLLEGE AT NORFOIK, VIRGINIA,
27 FEBRUARY 1948.

General Fmmons, Members of the Staff and student
body of the Armed Forces Steff College:

It is a source of the greatest pleasure to me
to be permitted to come down here and talk to you
about Central Intelligence. I had the pleasure of
being here last September to talk to your last class,
and whatever gbilities I might possess, I can aésure
you that public spesking 1s not one of them. I have
thought, wherever I have spoken, that I would be
like the young social climber just out of college
who was invited to each of the best homes on Park
Avenue - once. So, when Colonel Fortler talked to
me and General Fmmons wrote to me to say that I

Kone
could comg”again, I thought that the invitation was
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but because I feel that pexlmps intelligence has

achleved the position which it hes so long deserved, Neot zrw%/
in your curriculum, aséjweiﬂ‘é:\:s In such other advanced |
service tralning schools as the Command and Genersl

Staff School, the Alr University, the Naval War

College and the National War College. This means

at last that the overwhelming important""w"ﬁich intelli-
gence must play In the security of the Nation is being
rea.j.ized to the fullest extent. I know that this

must be so if my old end very good friend, Colonel

Loule Fortier, 1s on your Staff. I remember the

days 1In the Thirties when Colonel Fortier and I were

both 1n Paris together before he went off to Yugo-

slevia. I know of no one whose interest or competence

in the field of intelligence is greater, and it mskes

my task doubly difficult to attempt to tell you any-

thing of intelligence when you can learn of Intelligence
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from him, After the War)' the work Which he did in
helping to establish our Agency and becoming one of
1ts first Assistant Directors was invaluable, and,
because he is not the sort of man to tell you so.
himself, I‘want you to know how much Intelligence
owes to him and his work. Another thj_n,g’ which makes
my task a little more difficult today) is that I can-
not just glve a genersal speech about Central Intellil-
gence, Sometime in December*) Colonel Fortier came
end talked to me sbout what I was to say, and He
made clear certalin polnts he would like to have‘
covered which I hope to cover for you, but he cut
several chunks out of my usual talk because he said
to me, "We don't went any history down here"} end

"We went no damm organization chart'. So here I

am, starting practically from scratch.

-3 -

Approved For Release 2003/01/27 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001400150017-7



Approved For Release 2003/01/27 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001400150017-7

4
The end of the war found the \United States

in a pogition of Intermational Imporfance and poyér
In a very| uxstsble world -- and that gosition main-

tains todky. mist never again f:l_nd‘% O};’f:selves

E (r{‘

confrontef with the“uecessity for degéiopmg plans

and policj%s on the basiy of mte;;ﬁfigen{:e collected,

“forelgn gdovernment.,

complled, *ﬂd Interpreted by>a

It is commoil lknowledge that’we £ ourpelves in

just that pgsition, a:s—:,\:/kéhézﬁed the opean Theatre,

v)ihadto

rely blindly and tmstingly on the superiolk intelligence

at the beglinhing of‘,f‘E'he war., For month

gystem of th%’ﬁaritish. Our successes prove t this

trust was _ﬁel . placed. X N\

/ _

;fowever, in matters so vital to a natipn hav

/

respénsibillti s of a world power, the Unlted |States \
7/

nm'st never aga.ih be forced to go, hat in hand,| begging

.#1
&
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departments then to extend these surveys 1n all fields
pertinent to thelr operation: in order to fulfill
your requirements. Some of the materisl wlll be
coming up from the combat elements through you to

us to be re-edited into supplements for the surveys,
The product of secret intelligence, be it in the

form of order of battle or some speclel Information,
willl reach you through your departments even though it
may initiate from us, Above alljin our coordlnsating
function’we wlll direct the activities of the

departmental intelligence agencies into thelr most

appropriate channels to prevent the over-lappling and

duplication I spoke of above, 8 cor =

Intelligence is not in competition with other intelli-

gence agencies of the Government, To theat end you
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will not receilve pieces of paper marked “"From CIA".
Our dissemination will be to the departments which in
turn wlll disseminate to you, but by indirection you
will be the reciplent of our most concentrated efforts

for the betterment of your Intelligence position.
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We have been using blg words snd high sound-
ing phrases. Suppose in closing, that I 1eave
these thoughts for you to remember:

First, that, in my opinion, the field of
intelligence has at last reached the stege where
it offers to the gradua.tes; of this % a service
career second to none in inportence.

Second, that there is the dally need in the
Military Esteblishment and the State Department for
tactical or departmental intelligence. But over and
beyond that 1s the need of thé Presldent and the top
officials of the government for objectlve national
intelligence transcending the interests and competence
of any one department oé the govermnment.

Third, that national intelligence is prepared
by the Central Intelligence Agency. The Agency

bresks down into the three basic fundamentals of

Sh



