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19 November 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subject: Converastion vith Congressmen John Davis Lodge

T had Congressmsn Jochn Davis Lodge to dinner on Tucsday,
18 Hovember, and his discussions conteined two mejor points. First,
that we should ston the withdrawal of our trooos from Italy until
we are convinced thet the Hussians have withdrawn thelr troons from
Dulgeria. The offiolal limiting date in both cases is 15 December,
but, with our present schedule, »ll of ocur trooms should be out of
Ttely by 3 December. Congressman Lodge suggested that the Secretary
of Defense go to the President and andesvor to obiein the slowing
down of our withdrawel and, if nosaible, the putting back inbo Itsly
of some of the troone who have mlresdy left. I expleined to him
thet T bellaved this would bhe a very difficult thing to do but that
I would inform you.

The Becond point of diseussion was Congreasmen Lodse's
extrenely Tirm idea that the TUnited Ststes must start immedictely an
organization te earry on psychologiesl werfare in the very broadest
sense, including amotual subversive operations. He reccmmeonded that
en apwrooriation of twenty-five million dollars, to be disbursed
elendestinely, should be supplied to o along with the imtorim aid
nrograne and the Mershall nlsn. Cingressman Lodge said he would
support both ovenly &nd privetely in the Congress the idea of such
en organization &s well as zll the money necessar;y *o operzte it,

I exnlained to him, without going inte detail, thrt this subject
was vwnder consideration now by the Security Council, and, if we

haed sny difficulty getting eprropristions, or rather Congressicnal
authority, we would come to him for heln. He assented to this and
reneated seversl times that he wes nerfectly willing to act as our
contact ran in Congresa for such activities and thet he would do
ell possible to see that they were started osnd adeguetely sunperted.
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