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Senator Harry Flood Byrd, Chalrman
Joint Committoe on Roduction of

Nonessential Federal Expenditures
217D Bennte 0ffice Bullding
wnshington 26, D. Ce

My dear Senator Dyrde

Recoipt is acknowledged of your letter of 11 Deoome
ber relative to the submission of the stremgth figures of this
Aponsy to the Joint Commltbtes on Reduotion of Noneasontial
Federal Bxpendlituros.

T have -isocussed this matber with the National Seourlty
Counoil, whioh has supervision over this Agenoy by recont Aok
of Congress, ond have beon inatructed by the Council that, for
essential sacurity reasons, the strength of the Contral Intelw
ligence Agenoy should not be furmished for publication.

The publication of our strenpgth would make this daba
ensily acoessible to enemy sgente in this country. Buch infore
mation would eneble such sgents to detemine with relatlve eose
the goneral program and strength of effort of the intelligence
aotivities of the Tnited States. I am sure you will opree
that such a contingency would be highly wndesirable, to sey
the lennb,

T+ hae been our long-standing pellicy that no strength
fipures will be given out by this Apency for recard purposes
except to two speolally cleared senior officiels in tho Bureau
of the Nudget vho are charged with the hendling of our budget
problems. The Bursau of the Budget has conslatontly maintained
the security of our strength figures under all olroumsianoces,
Y have also soveral times in the past arranged with comnitioes
of Congress to withdraw requests for our strength figures for
rocord purposes after discussing with them our essentlal se-
ourity requiremonts. Also, by long-standing verbal sgroement,
wo have furished no strength or individual personnel data to
the Clvil Service Commission in order to insure that such data
would not he recorded,
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It was suggoested to the representative of your Comrd.tt&a
who recently contacled us that the published sirength report of
Goverrment agencies exclude jour figures, such exclusion to be
explained by a footnote to t__,he effect that national dofense rea-
sons make this necessaxy. |

I have no desire 16 withhold these figures from you
personally, and will be pleased to ses you at yowr conven—
lence and to inform you verbally of our actual and contemn-

plated strength for your infarmation only, and, of course, not
for publication. e

. I.am sure you will‘ .u_ndarrutmd ny own and the National
Security Council's great conoern about tho full security of
the aotivities and operations of this Agency. I wish also to

~ agsure you of my full cooparation with the needs and desires
of your Committee to the utmost ext.en't. commensuratu with our
" national dafense and seourity. -

. The above considoratians do not apply to the personnel
- figures of the Kational Securiby Councll, however, and these

will be forwarded to you on 8 month];r bagls, asz you Imve re-
quusted. _ : :

- Sincerely yours,

R, M, HILLIMKOLTTER
REAR snolya . USN
BIRECTOR OF Cim/iraL IMIILLIGCONCS
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