Approved For Release 2003/04/18 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600030033-0
by

Jenator Harry Flood Byrd, Chalrman
Joint Committae on Reductlon of
Nonessential Podoral Expenditures
217-0 Bennte 0ffice Puilding L
‘e"u'nahin[;bon 25. De Ce

My dear Senator Iyrds

Recoipht is acknowledged of your letter of 11l Deocown~
ber relative to the sutmission of the stremgth figures of this
Aponey to the Joint Commlttes on Reduoblon of Nonessontial
FTederal Nxpendituros.

T have -iscusaed this matter with the Natlonal Securlty
Counell, which has supervision over thim Agenoy by recont Acb
of Congress, ond have beon inatructed by the Counell that, for
esmential sacurity reasons, the strength of the Contral Intele
1igenos Agenoy should not be furnished for publication.

The publication of our strength would meke this data
easily acoessible to enesmy agents in this country. Buch infore
mation would enable such agents to detemine with relative ease
the goneral program and strength of effort of the intellipencs
anotivitics of the United States. I am sure you will opree
that such & conbtingenoy would be highly wndeairable, to pay
the leant, _

Tt has been our long-standing pollicy that no astrength
figures will be pgiven out by this Agency for reocerd purposes
vxoept to two spooinlly clearsd senlor officlals in the Bureau
of the Dudget vho are charged wlth the hendling of our budget
problems, The Bureau of the Budgoet has conslstontly maintained
the seourity of our strength figures undor all olroumstancos,
T have also several times in the past arranged with comnltiees
of Congress to withdraw requests for our strength figures for
rocord purposes after disoussing with them our easential se-
ourity requirements. Also, by lougestanding verbel sproenont,
we have furnished no strength or individual personnel data to
the Civil Service Commission in order to insure that such data
would pot he recordeds
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It was sugpested to the representative of your Ccmmltte\n
who recently contacted us that the published strength report of®
Government sgencies oexclude our flgures, such exclusion to be
explained by a footnote to the effect that national defense rea-
sons moke this necessaxy. |

I have no desire t6 withhold these figures from you
personally, and will be pleased to zee you at yowr conven-
lence and to inform you werbally of cur actual and contem-

plated strength for your infmation only, and, of course, not
for publication. ‘ ‘

. I am sure. yon will undm-atmd xy own and tha National
Security Council's great conoerm about the full gecurity of
the aotivities and operatlons of this Agency. I wish also to |

~ agsure you of ny full cooperation with the needs and desires :
of your Committee to the utmost exten’t. aommansura‘bo with our

' mtioml dafenge and ﬂacurity. o

- The above conslderatlons do not apply to the persomnel
figures of the Ratlonal Security Council, however, and these

will be forwarded t.o you on a montmy basia, az you have re-
quusted. ' _

- Sincerely yours,

R. H, HILH KOLTTER
REAR 7+ .«L, u N
DIRECTOR oF C(m.nfL froretLLicoNnes
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