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Honoyaale Helter ¥. George’ e ST AT
Chalrman, Commlttes on Foreign melatoons 34 LI —
Iited States Benste v -
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g)ai MAY
idi A 1981 REVIEWER:_

tsghington &5, , G
Doy Setwtor Oeorge:

This is in reply to your letter of 83 Sy 1935 regesting
corments on 8. 251k, introduses 12 July 1057 by Senstor Smith of
How Jersey, "To cgteblish a Jolpc Committee on Forelsn Iotell genew .

It is wy undsrstandisg thet e proposed legislabian o which
you vefer was introduced pursuwser: o o rocoomendsticn of the oover
o 1 Organtsation of the SHesniive Bruneh of the Gowarpmmd
in thelr report on Intelligeoes, resding se foilows: “That €he Congroso
eonpider cresting 8 Jjoint Copgyessional Comselties oo Intelliganco
simiisr to the Joint Committes on Atoasic Foormy’ .

Comparsble Bills bave proviouely been lodsodused by Esrnlor
e field and certain oihey mmbors of the Congyess.

At the presemt Ciwe ther Armsd Borvices Comittees sad the
Appropriations Committecs of the Benate srd Howme denl with Gmtral
Inteiligence Agency metters, the Tformeer- belng copesinesd with lopis-
intlive and rolated problems, sxd the latter with o amasal badpetacy
and other finenclal requirersnis.

In addition, Senaio:r Bussell as Chairmen o the Aread Sesvices
Coemxittee bas designeited a smeil v of the penlor sambers of et
copmitice to weet with CIA representatlves {vom tize to time o eonsiuer
those plases of our work of intewest o his omanlibes.

Ingofay as CIA ip concoresl, v bave felt chet throgh the
sranititecs gbove mentioned, w ey ad anple oppeetunlty to seewme full
sonsideration of any Mgimtzm and related probless affectine the
Agency and we have nob m#: e reed Tor the osteldlshing of any ook
mittass o replece or suypplessut them. A you omn sppreciate . it is
important from the point of ﬂ&*y of security 6o restrict, to the exbesrd
feasible, the maber of poreons Wi arve noviedgesble of the ssnsitive
opeyations of this Agency. The selaticss valeh w have had with the
coumltiees ©f the Congress have ‘mon wdirely vonsistent with this
sesurity ueed.
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in oape a Joint Congrensional (owrsities o deml wiE: the
CTA should be estsbiished, we would, of sowme, glve It our fillest
cooperaticn, but I would point out that as e Central ngme
Agency by the Bationel Sseurity Act of 19k7 (Public Law 2493, Dt
Congress) i8 “estsblished under the Hational Geourity amii i:ix.
vicws of the latter on this subjeet wauld be eont: tog
insofar as the Exeouwtive Brapes of the Geverrmeant is Wmh

Both the recommendatlion of the Hoover (tesiseion an: tiw
maga of &. 261k pover more than the Cestrnl Intelllsence Agmoy
alope and relate to all sepects of the foreign intelligence actlvities
of the Guvermmnt,

iy,

fllesy ¥, PRailiss
D, veehary

0/1G/LBKirkpatrick:rm - 1 August 1955
Rewritten AWDulles:ha/kp - 15 August 1955

Distribution: /;w
i i

Orig & 1 - Addressee v
2 - signing official (w/basic) —
1 Legislative Counsel
1 - IG

i
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The Honorable Walter I, George
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations : _
United States Senate R A

Washington 25, D, C. o i 3}.‘ 3

Dear Senator George:

This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1955 requesting
comments on S. 2614, introduced 22 July 1955 by Senator Smith of
New Jersey, '"To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence!,

It is my understanding that the proposed legislatioin to
which you refer was introduced pursuant to a recommendation bf the
Hoover Commission on Organization of the Executive Branch of the
Government{;.;;”’i:eading as follows: "That the Congress consider creating
a joint Congressional Committee on Intelligence similar to the Joint
Committee on Atomic Energy'',

AT {«zwa-wvs/
Comparable bills have also been introduced by Senator

Mansfield and certain other members of the Congress,

I S
s € A W W3 % ee L e

At the present time the Armed Services Committees,;of

4 Py ¥
the Senate and House, and the #ippropriations{cgn mittees-have-denit

b‘"ivﬁw,‘i C g A . sraa gg,i‘)

with Central Intelligence Agency matters, the former dewting with

asy legislative and related problems, and the latter with our budgetary
r

and other financial requirementf..
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In addition, Senator Russelthha.irman of the Armed
Services Committee, has designated a small group of the senior

That
members of.his}\committee to meet with CIA representatives from

time to time 1p'consider those phases of our work of interest to his

il

committee. Insofar as CIA is concerned, we have felt that through

[t BV ut'{ﬂ.-’L.e_’_

the womleef the committees above mentioned, we have had fasl ~

opportunity to secure fwll consideration of any legislative and re-
"k

lated problems affecting the Agency and we have not felt the need =fx

any for the establishing of any committees to replace or supplement mlau '

- h which we already-have centact
i\' xw

As youﬁappremate it is important from the point of view of security

to re strict)to the extent feasible, the number of persons who are .
«'Laﬁaif,s‘ud’
knowledgeable of the sensitive operations of this Agency. The reguests
Pad GaEE~ Poe. ’~
which we have se-far received from the committees of Congress have
N
been entirely consistent with this security need. ) .
' ;,fW“’ C,bv.fgiuMLmAaﬁ
In case the Congress -should feel thet a Mr Committee

q/&&g 53‘.@ é}]ﬁm&ﬂ( .Y O P
to deal with the CIA was-regquired, we would mt.be-d;;;cx vy ’g MJ&L&

g {m&ugﬁ ‘( ot /
K but'fwould point out that as the Central Intelhgence Agency u
the National Security Act of 1947 (Public Law 253, 80th Congress)

is ""established under the National Security Council, ' the views of
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the latter on this subject would be controlling on u‘s,\ “5 Lau ‘“‘M‘M !

a w’i i
I would p(}int—cat‘g“ﬁhat the recommendation of the Hoover

g, AU M
Commission and the scope of S. 2614 uw than the Central
Intelligence Agency alone and relateﬁ; to all aspects of the foreign

intelligence activities of the Government.

Sincerely,

Allen W. Dulles
Director

-3 -
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
' WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

iy

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR (1

The Honorsble Walter F. George

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator George:

This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1955 requesting
comments on S. 261&, introduced 22 July 1955 by Senator Smith of
New Jersey, "To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence"™.

We have consistently taken the position that it is a
matter of Congressional prerogative to determine whether there should
be a specisl committee to watch over the activities of the Central
. Intelligence Agency and related organizations. However, there are
certaln matters peculiar to intelligence operations which should he
given due consideration before the Congress establishes a Joint
Committee.

In the first place, the security aspects of intelligence
operations are of paramount importance. '
throughout the world are constantly on the lookout for informstio
concerning their rivals. Even the smallest piece of informa; , no
matter how trivial, may provide valueble leads. This wo include
the number of employees of an organization, the size the budget, the
number of gutomobiles it utilizes, the areas in ch it has repre-
sentatives, and any indication of how much i ows, While it is
naturally assumed that all members of the ongress will be sppropriately
discreet, it should be noted that suc committee would have staff
members who would have to be very £horoughly screened.

The problems re
Intelligence are not i
staff would undoubt

ng to a staff of a Joint Committee on
nsequential. It should be noted that the

y spend considerable time in the intelligence
orgenizeaetions consequently would gain e broad knowledge of the
most sensit type of work. This would raise a very fundamental

5 to how complete their knowledge should be, and I might

ut that there are certain overastions known only to two or three
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Undoubtedly your committee will wish to consider the effect
that the estsblishment of a Joint Commnlttee on Intelligence would hsve
on the relationship between the legislative and executive branches
of government. Throughout history intelligence has been used to keep
the policy makers informed concerning the cspabilities and intentions
of other nations. Properly speaking, intelligence should be gathered
before policy is made. As you can readily see, this raises a rather
complex matter of intra-governmental relations.

I should also like to point out the relations of the Central
Intelligence Agency to other committees of the Congress. As you are
aware, Senator Russell, Chairman of the Armed Services Committee, has
established a subcommittee to deal with the CIA composed of himself
and Senators Johnson (Texas), Byrd, Bridges end Ssltonstall. The
Appropristions Committees in both Houses hold hearings on the CIA budget
each year and go into considerable detail in regard to our activities.
We also come under the Jurisdiction of the Committees on Government
Operations, and have always endeavored to answer any questions raised
by these bodies. The important aspect of thls is whether these committees
would yield their jurisdiction to s Joint Committee on Intelligence.

This leads to the last point which I would like to mention
and that is the number of individuals who would become knowledgeable of
our highly sensitive operations. Senator Smith's bill, which is similar
to other bills introduced during the recent session, would esteblish a
committee composed of nine members from each House, Should this number
be added to the number from Appropriations, Armed Services, and
Government Operations, it would appear to create a very large group
who were aware of secret activities.

We would be happy to discuss this matter further witk you,
or to provide you with any additional details which you might desire.

Sincerely,

Allen W. Dulles
Director
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THEODORE FRANCI3 GREEN, R. I. ALEXANDER WILEY, WIS.
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BOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA

J. W. FULBRIGHT, ARK. H. ALEXANDER 8MITH, N. J. | hcuu" Ra_;« oy
JOHN SPARKMAN, ALA. =
o~

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN. WILLIAM LANGER, N. DAK. Z 'zﬁ 2 !
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. * &
ALBEN W, BARKLEY, KY. GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT. ’;] cn’t{ea 5{“{ez ena{e

HOMER E. CAPEHART, IND.

WAYNE MORSE, OREG. COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
FRANCIS 0. WILCOX, CHIEF OF STAFF

July 23’ 1955.

Honorable Allen W, Dulles
Director of Central Intellizence
Central Intelligence Agency
waShingtm, Doco

Dear Mr. Dulles :

Enclosed is a copy of S. 261k, introduced July
22, 1955 by Senator Smith of New Jerssy, " To establish a Joint Comm-

ittee on Foreign Intelligencs. "

It will be appreciated if the Committee on Fer-
eign Relations may have the views of your Agency on this measure.

Sincerely yorursé
Walter F, aeorge. W

Chairmen,

15T R .
B!iTE:lJ!W' -REVIEWER, STAT
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 22,1955

Mzr. Smrra of New Jersey introduced the following bill; which was read twice

© 00 a9 O O = W N -

ol
N H O

and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

A BILL

To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and H ouse of Represe.nta-v
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That there is hereby established a Joint Committee on
Foreign Intelligence to be composed of nine members of
the Senate to be appointed by the President of the Senate,
and nine members of the House of Representatives to bel
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.' |
In each instance not more than five members shall be
mémbers of the same political party. Vacancies in the
membership of the joint committee shall not affect thé power
of the remaining members to execute the functions of the

joint committee, and shall be filled in the same manner

I
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1 as in the case of the original appointment. The joint com-

[\

ittee shall select a chairman and a vice chairman from
3 among its members, and shall determine the number of
members to constitute a quorum for the transacvtiovn of
business. i B i i S R L '

Sec. 2. (a) The joint committee shall make continuing

studies of all aspects of the foreign intelligence activities

of the Government. The Director of the Central Intelli- -~

© oo <9 o Oou W

gence Agency shall keep the joint commission fully and
10 currently informed with respect to the Agency’s activities.
11 All bills, resolutions, and other m@tters in the Senate or
12 the House of Representatives relating primarily to the Cen-
13 tral Intelligence Agency or its activities shall be referred
14 to thé‘ -joint committee. The members of the joint committec
15 WhO are Mcmbers of the Senate shall from time to time
16 report to the Senate, and the members of the joint com-
17 mittee who are Members of the House of Representatives
18 s‘ha]l from time to time report to the House, by bill or
19 otherw_ise, their recommendations with respect to matters
99 Wwithin the _jnrisdic-tion of their respective Houses which are
21 ( 1)_'ref.e'rred to the joint committee or (2) otherwise within
22 i__the ]unsdlctlonof the joint committee.

23 | (b) _Thé joint committee, or any duly autho}rized sub-

24 comimittee thereof, is authorized to hold such hearings, to sit
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16
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18
19
20
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22
23

3

and act at such places and times, to require, by subpena or
otherwise, the attendance of such witnesses and the produc-
tion of such books, papers, and documents, to administer
such oaths, to take such testimony, to procure such printing
and binding, and to make such expenditures as it deems
advisable. The cost bf stenographic services to report such
hearings shall not be in excess of 25 cents per hundred
words. The provisions of sections 102 to 104, inclusive,
of the Revised Statutes shall apply in case of any failure
of any witness to comply with a subpena or to testify when
summoned under authority of this section.

(¢) The joint committee is empowered to appoint and
fix the compensation of such experts, consultants, technicians,
and clerical and stenographic assistants as it deems nec-
essary and advisable, but the compensation so fixed shall
not exceed the conipen'sation preseribed under the Classifi-
cation Act of 1949, as amended, for comparable duties. The
joint committee is authorized to utilize the services, infor-
mation facilities, and personnel of the departments and es-
tablishinents of the Government.

SEc. 3. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated

such sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions

of this Act.
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Tt S. 2614
A BILL

To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign
Intelligence.

By Mr. Smrre of New Jersey

Jury 22,1955

. Read twice and referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations

¢
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