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July 23, 1955.

- Honorable Allen W, Dulles

Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, DJ.C.

Dear Mr. Dulles @

22, 19
ittee

Enclosed is a copy of S. 261U, introduced July
55 by Senator Smith of New Jersey, " To establish a Joint Comm-
on Foreign Intelligence. "

It will be appreciated if the Commitiece on Fore

oign Relations may have the views of your Agency on this measure.

Sincerely yours

Walter F. aeorge_‘ W

Chalirman,
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In addition, Senator Rus'sell)\Chairman of the Armed

Services Comumittee, has designated a small group of the senior

Tha 1
members of.hérsl\committee to meet with ClLA representatives from

time to time to consider those phases of our work of interest to his

committee, Insofar as CIA is concerned, we have felt that through

M\-—{;\/LL |
the. wosk-ef the committees above mentioned, we have had 1 A~ '

opportunity to secure fwll consideration of any legislative and re-
'%{

lated problems affecting the Agency and we have not felt the need mix

arx for the establishing of any committees to replace or supplement M;

Lo - : . .
As you,\apprecmte it is important f{rom the point of view of security

to restrict)to the extent feasible, the number of persons who are }

AR

knowledgeable 0 }fthe sensgitive operations of this Agency. The reewests ~
ool et~ e,

which we have se«far"‘rece*ived{*e)-m the committees of Congress have

~N

been entirely consistent with this security need, '
{ Cinu
In case the-Caongress-should-feol-thet a Eommlttee

Q‘lé‘«(-”.. Lal (-“Q V0% focf'f»;(’u. -
to deal with the CIA wag_,;;qm;ad f\le'vi/"ould 3\anL Aty :;M J*M

LUy L;LU&AL« ax A :
b\ butlwould point out that as the Central I.ntelllgence Agency un &

the National Security Act of 1947 (Public Law 253, 80th Congress)

is ""established under the National Security Council, " the views of
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the latter on thls subject would be controllmg on us,\
~ e
I would point: cut‘that the recommendation of the Hoover
- (it LALLM
Commission and the scopeof S. 2614 stgpjd-e-r than the Central
Intelligence Agency alone and relate/a‘ to all aspects of the foreign

intelligence activities of the Government,

Sincerely,

Allen W, Dulles
Director
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY '

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 2t ‘
e

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

The Honorable Walter I'. George

Chairman, Committee on TForeign Relations
United States Senale

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senstor George:

This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1955 requesting
conments on 8. 261, introduced 22 July 1955 by Senator Smith of
Wew Jersey, "To esteblish a Joint Commlttee on Forelgn Intelligence".

Ve have consistently taken the position that 1t is a
matter of Congresslonal prerogative to determine whether there should
be a speclal commlitee to watch over the activities of the Central
Intelligence Agency and relobed organlizations. However, there are
certain matters pecullar to intelligence operatlons which should ‘be
glven due considerastion before the Congress establishes a Joint
Commlttee.

Tn the first place, the securlity aspects of intelligence
operatlons are of paramount importance. Adi—intelIdT iz
throughout the world are constantly on the lookout for informatlo
concerning thelr rivals. Lven the smallest piece of informati
matter how trivial, may provide valuable leads. This wo include

the number of employees of an organization, the size of” the budget, the
number of automobiles it utilizes, the areas in yhich it has repre-
senbatives, and eny indication of how much it4hows. While it is
naturally assumed that all members of tllg,e*‘ongress will be appropriately
discreet, it should be noted that suc commlttee would have staffl
menbers who would have to be verythoroughly screened. '

The problems re
Intelligence are not ipc

ing to a stellf of a Joint Committee on
nsequential. It should be noted that the
stalflf would wndoubtedly spend considereble time in the intelligence
organlzations consequently would gain a broad knowledge of the
most sensitiv€ type of work. This would ralse a very fundamental
questlon €8 to how complete thelr knowledge should be, and I might
poiw that there are certain operations known only to two or three
inddlvidusle~dm—thiworpaitzatdony

BOCIEERT U

ug 0 vy g . B/

l(‘;-:l],,“- I B/
HeRt e e e
RIS Jingag

paTEl— 1281 REVIEWER

Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600090068-6



- -

e ]

Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600090068-6

Undoubtedly your cdmmittee will wish to conslder the effect
that the establishment of a Joint comnittee on Intelligence would have
on ‘the relationship between the legislative and execubive branches

 of government. Throughout hilstory intelligence has been used to keep

the policy maekers informed concerning the capabilitles and intentions -
of other natlons. Properly speaking, intelligence should be gathered
before policy is made. As you can readily see, this raises a rather
complex matter ofl intra~-governmental relations.

I should also like to point out the relations of the Central
Intelligence Agency to other comnittees of the Congress. As you are
aware, Senator Russell, Chalrman of the Armed Services Commlittee, has |
established a subcommittee to deal with the CIA composed of himselfl
and Senators Johnson (Texas), Byrd, Bridges and Saltonstall. The
Appropriations Commitlees in both Houses hold hearings on the CIA budget
each year and go into considersble detall in regard to our actlvitles.
We also come under the Jurlsdiction of the Committees on Government
Operations, and have always endeavored to answer any questlons raised
by these bodies. The important aspect of this 1s whether these commlttees
would yileld their jurisdictlon to a Jolnt Committee on Intelllgence.

This leads to the last point which I would like to mention
and that is the nunber of indlviduels who would become knowledgeable of
our highly sensitive operatlons. Sensator Smith's bill, which is similar
to other bille introduced during the recent session, would establish a
comnlttee composed of nine members from each House. Should this nunber
be added to the number from Appropriastions, Armed Services, and
Government Operations, Lt would eppear to create e very large group
who were aware of secret activities.

We would be happy to discuss this matter further with you,
or to provide you with any additional detalls which you might desire.

Sincerely,

Allen W. Dulles
Director
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