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The Honorable Carl Vinson, T hairman ?{ '

Corunittee on Armed Services {,; gL
U, 5. House of Representatives s\.f
Washington 25, D, C,

Pear Mr, Chairman:

I appreciate the opportunity oﬂemﬁ by your letter of Janunary
17, 1955 to comment on the bill, H.B. 936, intreduced by Congress-
man Cole. The case of Major '&im&r V. Holohkan has, of courss,
received much publicity, and the !p.cts gcmerany are a matter of
public recerd, but the official regazds of the Office of Strategic
Services in which the Holohan papers are retained are in the custody
of this Agency and have been t!wwuuﬁy reviewed by members of
my immediate ataff,

*E
&

Major Holohan was pc&mfily chosen by Major General
William J. Donovan, then Director of the Uffice of Strategic Services,
to lead the mission in Noxthern Italy, which is varicusly known as
the Mangostine or Chrysler mission. This selection was a raatter
of importance, becanse tbe dfviaion of the Ialian particans behind
the German lines into Cé t and non-Communist dominated
groups increasingly ceﬁ:}ueated the pelitical situation in Northern
Haly and the attempts of the Office of Strategic Services to utilize
these partisan grmgmﬂn cémbat the Germans, While the main
objective was still tghra;n and assist the defeat of the German
armies, these politiral ziavclopment: held most serious implics-
tions for the pnﬁt-glnr orld. It was essential that missions
diapatched to dizgt and supply partisans understand these implica-
tione and assure; insofar as possible, that the Communist dominated
groups were in ﬁa Wa.]f strengthened materially or assisted politically
by American

H, ,

The r&aré! iﬁdicate that Major Holobhan was selected not
only for hit%ﬂltarfy qualifications but for his qualities of integrity,
strength af ¢h&xae§:er. and devotion to American ideals, In the
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correspondence between Major Holohan and his commanding officer,
it is obvious that he was well aware of the delicacy of his mission
and the dangers not oaly from German reprisals but also frem
political machinations of those with whom be was to be in cantact,
Despite this awarencas, he proceeded to organize and prepare a
mission as rapidly as possible and was successful in achieving his
target by air drop in September 1944, In itself, to parachute into
strange country occupied by hoatile forces takes a bhigh degree of
courage and fortitude, These were magnified by the particular cir-
cumstances obtaining in the area where Major Holohan landed, From
that point to the time of his death he carried out his assigaed mission
with exemplary ability and courage under constantly hazardous con-
ditions, -

While the circumstances of his death have never been estab-
lished by an American court of law, the Jocumentation of the case
peints with great directness to ghe conclusion that Major Holohan
met his death at the handis of members of his own team, The motives
invelved are a matter for speculation, but there is no question of
Major Heolohan's honorable conduct to the moment when he et leath
while engaged in the performance of his official duties,

We trust the foregoing will be of assistance in considerstion
of the bill, but I feel I must add one thought, Many, many Office of
Strategic Services' representatives, military and civilian, went
behiad enemy lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by
infiltration. Many did so in the face of circumstances equally or,
in some instances, more immediately hazardous to their Hvea than
did Major Holchan. Some lost their lives and others were wounde:!
ox otherwise injured, and in some cases were captured, tortured,
and executed. Many of these have alreasy received fecorations in
person or posthumongly. If it is ietermined to honor Major Holchan
in the manner propaosed by the bill, Ifeel it shouls be recogunive:d
that he was but one ¢f a band of brave ami devoted Americans who
underteck service of this type with full awareness of the hazirds to
be encountered,
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The Burcan of the Budget advises’ ‘that they have no objection
to the submission of this report,

S
Ed

With kindest regards,

Simcertl?y.

Allen W, Dulles

Direetor
‘ A
|
5} OGC:WLP/blc (6 June 55)
= Orig. & 1 - Add.
i igner
‘ 2 - Legislative Counsel
' 1 -DD/S
1 - General Counsel w/basic /e%/
| CONCUR: . ‘
STAT
STAT
) Dfputy Director/Support 2
bfe
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JUL 1 1995

The Honorable Carl Vinsg_g_,f/Chairman
Committee on Armed Services

U, S. House of Representatives
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Mr, Chairman:

1 appreciate the opportunity offered by your letter of January 17,
1955 to comment on the bill, H, R, 936, introduced by Congreseman
Cole, The case of Major William V, Holohan has, of course, received
much publicity, and the facts generally are a matter of public record.

The records indicate that Major Holohan was selected not only for
his military qualifications but for his qualities of integrity, strength of
character, and devotion to American ideals. In itself, to parachute into
strange country occupied by hostile forces takes a high degree of
courage and fortitude. These were magnified by the particular circum-
stances obtaining in the area where Major Holohen landed. From that
point to the time of his death he carried out his assigned mission with
exemplary ability and courage under constantly hazardous conditions.
There is no question of Major Holohan's honorable conduct to the
moment when he met death while engaged in the performance of his
official duties,

We trust the foregoing will be of assistance in consideration of
the bill, but I feel I must add one thought. Many, many Office of
Strategic Services' representatives, military and civilian, went behini
enemy lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by infiltration.
Many did so in the face of circunistances equally or, in some instances,
more immediately hazardous to their lives than did Major Holohan.
Some lost their lives and others were wounded or otherwise injured,
and in some cases were captured, torture.i, and executed, Many of
these have already received decorations in person or posthumously,
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H it is determined to homor Major Holohan in the manner propese. by

the bill, Ifeel it should be recognized that he was but one of a hand of
brave and devoled Americans who undertook service of this type with
full awareness of the hazards to be encountered,

The Burean of the Budget advises that they have no ohjeciion to
the submission of this report.

With kindest regards.

Sincervely,

SIGNED

Allen #. Dulles
Director

&

OGC:WLP/blc (6 June 55)
Rewritten(17 June 55)
Orig. & 1 y

2 - Signer

2 - Legislative Counsel

1 - DD/S
1 - General Counsel w/basic
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR /

The Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman
Committee on Armed Services

U. S. House of Representatives
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Mr, Chairman:

I appreciate the opportunity offered byiyour letter of January
17, 1955 to comment on the bill, H, R. 9367":§1ntroduced by Congress-
man Cole. The case of Major William V,Holohan has, of course,
received much publicity, and the facts f‘:nerally are a matter of
public record, @ut the official records #$f the Office of Strategic
Services in which the Holohan papers ire retained are in the custody
of thlS Agency and have been thorou?ﬁy reviewed by members of

i

EMa‘]or Holohan was person@ﬂy chosen by Major General
William J. Donovan, then Dlrecfk‘or of the Office of Strategic Services,
to lead the mission in Northern;;ltaly, which is variously known as
the Mangostine or Chrysler missmn. This selection was a matter
of importance; because the ciiv151on of the Italian partisans behind
the German lines into Comrﬁ.\.umst and non-Communist dominated
groups increasingly complgfcated the political situation in Northern
Italy and the attempts of ﬁﬁe Oiffice of Strategic Services to utilize
these partisan groups to: ‘combat the Germans, While the main
objective was still to ha?rass and assist the defeat of the German
armies, these politicg] developments held most serious implica-
tions for the post-w world, It was essential that missions
dispatched to d1rect\;," nd supply partisans understand these implica-
tions and assure, ;ﬁsof.ar as possible, that the Communist dominated
groups were in nqvway strengthened materially or assisted politically
by American ald,,

The recgdrds indicate that Major Holohan was selected not
only for his ‘111tary qualifications but for his qualities of integrity,
strength of gharacter, and devotion to American ideals. \1_11 the
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correspondence between Major Holohan and higgf”gommanding officer,
it is obvious that he was well aware of the delg“cacy of his mission
and the dangers not only from German repr,.;gals but also from
political machinations of those with whom ic was to be in contact,
Despite this awareness, he proceeded to‘g%rganize and prepare a
mission as rapidly as possible and was @uccessful in achieving his
target by air drop in September 1944.;;5'*111 itself, to parachute into
strange country occupied by hostile f#rces takes a high degree of
courage and fortitude, These were_;ﬂg‘fnagnified by the particular cir-
cumstances obtaining in the area \ﬂlere Major Holohan landed, From
that point to the time of his deatl}ﬁtxe carried out his assigned mission
with exemplary ability and courgge under constantly hazardous con-
ditions, T &

5

¥

[While the circurn”s"tancfs of his death have never been estab~
lished by an American cou1;§ of law, the documentation of the case
points with great directne % to the conclusion that Major Holohan
met his death at the hand {A-";of members of his‘gwn team, The motives
involved are a matter fo_f speculation, buj:jﬁéi'e is no question of
Major Holohan's honorgble conduct to the moment when he met death
while engaged in the pgflformance of his official duties,

We trust the fgregoing will be of assistance in consideration
of the bill, but I fee! I must add one thought. Many, many Office of
Strategic Services]representatives, military and civilian, went
behind enemy lings by parachute drop, by water approach, or by
infiltration. M f did so in the face of circumstances equally or,
in some instan s, more immediately hazardous to their lives than
did Major Holghan., Some lost their lives and others were wounded
or otherwise gnjured, and in some cases were captured, tortured,
and executed Many of these have already received decorations in
person or gsgsthumously. If it is determined to honor Major Holohan
in the manpher proposed by the bill, I feel it should be recognized
that he was but one of a band of brave and devoted Americans who
undertgbdk service of this type with full awareness of the hazards to
be encountered,
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to the ambmiuion of thin zepott.

| 'With kindmt ngax&s. .
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O]ﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DATE: 17 June 1955
FROM Legislative Counsel
SUBJECT: Letter to Chairman Vinson

Attached is a redraft of the letter to Chairman Vinson on the
Holohan decoration. The Army has consistently opposed this and
similar legislation on the grounds that decorations of this sort should
be confined to awards by the agencies authorized to make them and not
by special legislation. Therefore, the Bureau of the Budget has felt
that our reply to Chairman Vinson should be somewhat qualified, which
accounts for the addition of paragraph 3.
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Oﬁice Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : DATE: 13 June 1955
FROM =' Legislative Counsel
SUBJECT: Letter for Chairman Vinson

In regard to the attached letter to Chairman Vinson on the bill for.
Major Holohan, it should be noted that it is necessary for the Bureau of
the Budget to approve any reply we send to the Congress. As the Bureau
felt that our position might be at variance with the position expressed
last year by the Department of the Army, it was necéssary for the
Bureau to get a re-expression of the Army's views. As this is a bill
of low priority all around, considerable time elapsed between the time STAT
we sent our draft to the Bureau until we received the Bureau of the
Budget's okay a few days ago.
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Mr., Roger 4. Jones
Assistant Director
Legislative Keference
Bureaa of the Budget
% ashington 2%, U, C,

Dear Mr., Jiunes:

2¢ January 1954

This Agency has received & letter from Chair-
man Vieson of the House Armed Services Committee
stating that at the request of Longressman Ccole the
comments of TIA are solicited on H. R, 936, ® biil
authorizing and requesting the President to award the
Legion of Merit posthumously to Major William V.

Holohan.

This Agency's views on the proposed legislation
are attached herewith, and it is requested that we be
authorized to submit then. to the _ongress,

Attachment
CGC:WLP/blc
COrig. & 1 - Add,

2 - Signer

1 - General Counsel

)= DCL ¢e—
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Draft - 21 January 1955

The Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman

) BOIGMEIRT HO.
Commitiee on Armed Services N0 GHS B SLESS. )
House of Representatives PR 5 s 6
Washington 25, D. C. FEXT REVIEW DATE: _
AUTH: HE 102

STAT

Dear Mr, Chairman: CATESmm o REVIEWER:

1 appreciate the opportunity offered by your letter of January 17,
1955, to co;mment on the bill, H.R. 936, introduced by Congressman
Cole. The case of Major William V. Helohan has, of course, received
much publicity, and the facts generally are a matter of public record,
but the official records of the Cffice of Strategic Services in which the
Holohan papers are retained are in the custody of this Agency ard have
been thoroughly reviewed by members of my immediate staff,

Major Holohan was personally chosen by Major General William
J. Donovan, then Director of the Cffice of Strategic Services, to
lead the mission in Northern Italy, which is variously known as the
Mangostine and/or Chrysler mission. This selection was a matter
of importance, because the division of the Italian partisans behind
the German lines into Communist and non-Communist dominated
groups increasingly complicated the political sitiation in Northern
italy and the attempts of the Cifice of Strategic Services to utilize

these partisan groups to combat the Germans. While the main objec-

'tive was still to harass and assist the defeat of the German armies,

these political developments held most serious implications for the
Approved For Release 2003/03/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600100034-1
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post-war world. It was essential that missions dispatched' to direct
and supply partisans understand these implications and assure, inso-~
far as possible, that the Communist dominated groups were in no
way strengthened malerially or assisted politically by American aid,

The records indicate that Major Holohan was seiected not
only for his military qualifications but for his qualities of integrity,
strength of character, and devotion to American ideals. In the cor-
respondence between Major Holohan and his commanding officer, it
is obvious that he was well aware of the delicacy of his mission and
the dangers not only from German reprisals but also from political
machinations of those with whom he was to be in contact. Despite
this awareness, he proceeded to organize and prepare a mission as
rapidly as possible and was successful in achieving his target by air
drop in September 1944. In itself, to parachute into strange country
occupied by hostile forces takes a high degree of courage and forti-
tude. These were magnified by the particular circumstances obtain-
ing in the area where Major Holohan landed. From that point to the
. time of his death he carried cut his assigned mission with exemplary
abilily and courage under constantly hazardous conditions.

While the circumstances of his‘ death have neve.r been established

by an American court of law, the documentation of the case points
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with great directness to the conclusion that Major Holohan met his
death at the hands of mexﬁbers of his own team. The motives involved
are a matter for speculation, but there is no question of Major
Holohan's honorable conéuct to the moment when he met death while
engaged in the performance of his official duties.

We trust the foregoing will be ‘e{ aalistance‘ in consideraticn
of the bill, but I feel I must add one thought. Many, many Cffice
of Strategic Services' representatives, military and civilian, went
behind enemy lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by
infiltration. Many did so in the face of circumstances equally or in
some instances, more immediately hazardous to their lives than did
Major Holohan. Some lost their lives and others were wounded or
otherwise injured, and in some cases were captured, tortured, and
executed. Many of these have already received decorations in person
or posthumously, If it is detcrm'ined to honor Major Holchan in the
manner proposed by the bill, 1 feel it should be recognized that he was
but c;ne of a band of brave and devoted Americans who undertook
service of this type with full awareness of the hazards to be encountered.

Sincerely yours,
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