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28 February 1949

Mr, John A, Mayer, Secretary

The FPenn Mutual Life Irsurance Gompany
Independence Square

Philadelphia 5, Pa.

Dear Johnnyi

Your letter ¢f 24 fFebruary was most flattering ir its
request that I coms ané meke & speech at your asnual benquet ir i,
I am sorry to fall dowr. on you in this comnectien, becasuse it is
impossible to run a decent intelligence serivice with a iet cf puii-
city, and further any epeech about intelligence simply cemrct hei>

including classified msterial if it is to be of any interest wha’ sev: -

We have consistently avoided s11l publicity cr all speeches excep!
before very small groups of officers attending a school or sozel iig
like that who are cleared tc receive classiiied inforsmatior.

Conseguently, while [ am most grateful for thie displa: of
confidence and thank yocu for ihinking of me, I shall have ‘¢ deg¢!line.

¥When you come dowr to tashington, please give me & rin amt
come in to sea me,

With very best wirhes, belleve sme,

{dncerely,

I Ho HILLEEKCETTEL
Rear Admirsel, ‘K
Zirector of Central Intellii;ence:

//
66 Direcior v
Central Records (w/basioc 1tr of 24 ¥eb 49)

NOTE FOR RECORD:
Ltr to DCI fr John Mayer 1 Maroh 49, "Think you very much for your nice nte.
I certainly can understand your position regarding spesch-making. 1 Kiugr the

group will be very disappoimted that you camnot come, >ut I know equally we!l
that they will respect and sppreciate yoir reasons, Best regards %o yourse ' f
and Mrs, Hillenkoetter. Sincerely, John." (Orige to Central Recoris)
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